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WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY

Hot and Dry
Feels Like: 103°
Precip: 9%
Winds: W at 7 mph

Classified Ads B12-15

Real Estate               C1-6

Obituaries A7, 14

Opinion B1-2

Puzzles A9

Sports B3-11
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OPINION
The Heavy Hand 

That Strangles Us
Proposed legislation limiting 

municipal authority would have 

profound local impacts.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Unbalanced Coverage
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Chill With 

These Thrillers
The only things hotter 

than the weather are 

these new mystery reads.

SPORTS 
Sending a Message
Pinecrest, North Moore

claim wins in week 2.

95°
72°

MONDAY

Hot, With Clouds
Feels Like: 102°
Precip: 10%
Winds: W at 8 mph

96°
72°

TUESDAY

More Clouds Likely
Feels Like: 97°
Precip: 23%
Winds: SSW at 7 mph

94°
74°

Village 
Rejects 
Rezoning

BY MARY MOORE
Staff Writer

Whispering Pines, which has seen 
rapid growth the last several years, 
may finally be signaling a desire to 
slow things down.

The Village Council on Thursday 
unanimously rejected a rezoning 
proposal brought forward by a local 
developer that could have allowed 
construction of smaller homes and 
condominiums on a 300-acre lot 
just outside the village limits.

The council’s decision comes on 
the heels of new U.S. Census data 
which showed the small village 

had a 70 per-
cent growth 
in population 
over the last 
10 years and 
is now at al-
most 5,000 
residents.

The fact 
that a rezon-
ing propos-
al made it 
to the table 
at all was 
noteworthy. 
While it may 
not sound 

like anything to write home about 
— surrounding municipalities are 
continually dealing with such re-
quests — Whispering Pines has a 
long history of dismissing anything 
that smacks of “rezoning.” The 
village has long embraced the de-
velopment of minimum half-acre, 
single-family lots. When a similar 
request was brought forward pub-
licly in 2010, it hardly saw the light 
of day before being dispatched. 

The current proposal was brought 
forth by Colin Webster, president 
and owner of the Ascot Corp., a 
Whispering Pines-based develop-
ment and construction company 
that operates countywide. Webster 
introduced his plans during a spe-
cial meeting last week.

“It seemed appropriate that we 
should engage in a conversation, an 
exploration of whether growth is in 
the village’s interest or not,” said 
Webster. “... It could be appropriate 

WHISPERING PINES

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Lifetimes of skill and single-mind-
ed devotion to a sport were on dis-
play for the world to see in Tokyo 
this summer.

For every American team that 
tested itself against the best from 
around the globe, there were re-
serve athletes waiting in the wings 
for their chance at an Olympic 
medal. That’s become a familiar 

position for equestrian eventer Will 
Faudree. 

Faudree’s journey with the 2020 
Olympic squad ended on a tarmac in 
Liège, Belgium. He watched a plane 
carrying the three team horses plus 
a traveling reserve take off for 
Tokyo, as his horse Mason waited on 
a nearby van and the window closed 
on his chance to be one of them.

LOCAL EQUESTRIAN

HOLDS HIS HORSES

see FAUDREE, page A15
see REZONING, page A6

OLYMPIC RIDER IN RESERVE 

DIANE MCKAY / Special to The Pilot

The pair compete at the Carolina International 
CCI4* at the Carolina Horse Park in March.

TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Will Faudree and Mama’s Magic Way, known as Mason around the barn, at home at Faudree’s Gavilan Farm in Hoffman

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Blessed and cursed in equal mea-
sures, a turkey oak tree identified 
as one of the largest of its kind in 
the nation is slated for removal 
as part of a road widening project 
south of Aberdeen.

Rooted near the crossroads of 
Indiana Avenue and N.C. 211, this 
native tree most likely grew by 
happenstance, a lucky seedling that 
took advantage of an open piece of 
ground.

Turkey oaks, also known as scrub 
oak or, more derogatorily, a “weed 
tree,” have a penchant for growing 
in less-than-ideal conditions. This 
particular tree sits at the corner 
of the Gillis’ family farm, where it 
likely benefited from fertilizer run-

off. 
Karen Gillis recalls her husband 

of nearly 53 years showing it off 
to her when they were first dating. 
“He would say that was the oldest 
tree on the property. It was old even 
50 years ago.”

In the mid-1970s, the tree’s thick 
trunk and height caught the at-
tention of local ecologist Dr. J.H. 
Carter III, who measured and 
submitted it for recognition to the 
state’s championship tree program. 

Champion trees are recognized as 

the largest specimen of a species. 
The tree was later recognized, in 
2018, by the American Forests or-
ganization as a national co-cham-
pion tree along with a similar-sized 
turkey oak in Georgia.

Turkey oaks are a good source of 
acorns for wildlife, Carter said, and 
because they typically hollow out 
with age, they also provide plac-
es where native species, like fox 
squirrels, can hide.

Oak Meets Fate: Luck Runs Out for Aging Champion 

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

Leaning to the right, the result of repeated trimming 
away from nearby power lines, the champion turkey 
oak tree is easily overlooked by passing motorists.

New U.S. 
Census data 
showed the 
small 
village had 
a 70 percent 
growth in 
population over 
the last 10 years 
and is now at 
almost 5,000 
residents.

see OAK, page A15

Moore County is also home to two other state champion trees: a 
Florida maple and a Shumard oak. Both are located near the historic 
House in the Horseshoe in Carthage, on conservation property main-
tained by the Three Rivers Land Trust.

Local Soldier Among Those Killed in Afghanistan

Staff report

Early Saturday afternoon, 
Army officials identified a sol-
dier killed in a suicide bomb-
ing in Afghanistan as Staff Sgt. 
Ryan Knauss — a member of 
the Special Operations Forces 
assigned to Fort Bragg who 
served in the 9th Psychological 
Operations Battalion. 

The announcement followed 

news on Friday that a soldier 
who was stationed at Fort Bragg 
was among 13 who lost their 
lives during a Kabul airport 
suicide bombing on Thursday. 
The family of the 23-year-old  
confirmed his identity with 
news outlets in his hometown of 
Knoxville, Tenn. on Friday. 

Knauss and his wife, Alena,  
were members of the Moore 

County community. County 
records show the couple pur-
chased a home in Pinebluff in 
2019.

On Saturday morning, The 
MOD Shop in Southern Pines, 
where Alena works, announced 
that they have started a gift 
card collection for Alena and 
for the couple’s family.

STAFF SGT. 

RYAN KNAUSS see KNAUSS, page A6

Pinebluff Resident Served in Special Ops


