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BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The Moore County Board of 
Education’s next round of major con-
struction projects is coming into focus.

That list is almost certain to include 
expansions at Pinecrest and Union 
Pines high schools and either a ren-
ovation or replacement of Carthage 
Elementary. But sorting through those 
priorities and others will be up to the 
new school board that will be seated 
following elections next Tuesday.

In the interim, the board is working 
toward a set of smaller projects — but 
disagreements among board members 
over cost projections have slowed 
progress.

Next week, the board will reconsid-
er a $4 million list of building repairs 
and renovations that it put off back in 
September after board member David 
Hensley claimed that the work could 
be done for less.

“The intention was to get much of 
this re-quoted, because I believe it’s 
way too expensive,” said Hensley.

School staff are proposing that the 
board allocate almost all of its banked 
building funds from the state education 
lottery and county capital allocation on 
building improvements including:
n $638,500 for new air distribution 

systems at West End Elementary;
n $543,000 in renovations to the 

special needs education building at 
Cameron Elementary;
n $425,000 for new heating, venti-

lation and air conditioning (HVAC) at 
Sandhills Farm Life Elementary; 
n $221,000 to replace the HVAC sys-

tem at the district’s central office; 
n $397,000 to replace brick court-

yard pavers at Pinecrest;

SCHOOL CAMPUS

IMPROVEMENTS

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

When it comes to keeping his classes up to date, 
Pinecrest’s Quint Dunlap has as hard a job as any oth-
er teacher.

He doesn’t have to learn the reading curriculum du 
jour, or worry about fitting colonial America and the 
war on terror into the same semester. If anything, his 
subject — automotive service technology — is moving 
with the times even faster. So the call from Rick Silva 
at Pinehurst Toyota offering to donate a hybrid vehi-
cle to the program couldn’t have come soon enough.

Dunlap teaches four levels of classes, starting with 
an introductory overview of automotive systems, 
shop safety, how various tools are used and operat-
ing the hydraulic lift. The classes that follow focus 
on steering and suspension, brakes and the electrical 
system. 

The entire pathway is designed to prepare students 
to earn Automotive Systems Excellence credentials, 
which should help get their foot in the door at most 
service centers and dealerships.

NEXT-GEN ‘SHOP’ CLASS

Hybrid Auto Donation Provides Students 

Hands-On Education with Today’s Cars

BY ANA RISANO
Staff Writer

Earl Wright, the founder of Project 
Santa, opened the warehouse door the 
other day to a space already overflow-
ing with bicycles and other donated 
goods. Nearly 400 bikes sat ready to 
ride, with spare parts and tires piled 
along the walls. 

Wright and his partner, Sharon 

Thompson, are excited this year for 
the 27th anniversary of Project Santa.

“It feels like the first time I did it 
— amazing,” Wright said. “It’s always 
amazing when you see the kids on 
Christmas day.” 

The event has greatly increased in 
size since the first bike giveaway in 
1995. Wright said he gave out 75 bicy-
cles from the front yard of his home for 

the first Project Santa. In recent years, 
he and a small platoon of volunteers 
gave out upward of 1,000 bicycles from 
the Walmart Supercenter parking lot in 
Aberdeen. Last year, they gave about 
860 bicycles to children. 

Wright and Thompson hope to col-
lect and give away more than 1,400 

Project Santa Prepares to Ride Again
27TH YEAR OF CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY

see SANTA, page A7

BY ANA RISANO
Staff Writer

Updating Southern Pines’ compre-
hensive long-range plan is well under-
way as planners and consultants push 
forward with gathering community 
feedback.

These initial steps are moving quick-
ly in order to finish the process in one 
year. Rachel Mann, planning and devel-
opment specialist, said the main focus in 
the feedback process is equity and rais-
ing the voices of previously unrepre-
sented groups in the planning process. 

“We actually care,” Mann said. “We 
actually really want to hear from all res-
idents, as many people as we can, be-
cause what they say actually will shape 
the comprehensive long-range plan. 
We’re not just saying that. 

Long-Range
Plan Moving 
Forward

SOUTHERN PINES

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Pinecrest High School’s automotive class works under the di-
rection of Quint Dunlap; Ayden Kandes works on brakes while 
Manny Winkley, Tanner Rekow and Rylan Haymore watch. see SHOP, page A8see PLAN, page A4

see BUILDING, page A8

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Trick or Treat around Village Acres in Pinehurst Monday evening.  River Klinkusch, 12, sister Loralei Klinkusch, 10, and 
Adalyn White, 10, stop at a home on Sawmill Road along with other kids, below. 

COLLECT CALL


