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Unfilled Jobs 
Could Lessen
Funding Ask

No Big Breaks in Attack Investigation
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY 

AND JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writers

Three months after attacks on 
two electric transmission substa-
tions took out the power in much 
of Moore County for four days, in-
vestigators are still trying to piece 
together any leads that might bring 
them closer to an arrest.

Any progress appears to be slow 
and hampered by a lack of evidence 

for Moore County, NC SBI and FBI 
investigators. Officials have de-
clined to discuss their work in any 
detail, saying they don’t want to 
jeopardize the investigation.

Part of the delay, law enforce-
ment officials say, has come from 
Duke Energy itself, which they 
say has stalled on providing some 

documentation to detectives. 
Investigators needed to get a court 
order forcing Duke to release cer-
tain personnel records, said Moore 
County Sheriff Ronnie Fields.

“Mainly what we were looking at 
was trying to get some personnel 

RUB A DUB DUB

TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Firemen in a tub. Aberdeen Fire and Rescue on Monday practiced protocols around removing potentially 
harmful substances from hazmat suits. Measures include being scrubbed down with a brush. 

BY ANA RISANO
Staff Writer

The Southern Pines Land and Housing 
Trust has named Sandra Dales its new exec-
utive director. 

Dales has 20 years of experience working 
for various nonprofit organizations, special-
izing in “property development, program 
and fiscal management and strategic plan-

ning,” according to an an-
nouncement about her hiring.

“I am really looking for-
ward to sinking my teeth into 
community action,” Dales 
said. “I really want to see just 
how deeply into the commu-
nity this center, the trust — 
what we can do in revitalizing 
West Southern Pines.”

The executive director position be-
came available after the trust received 
more than $100,000 in grants and dona-
tions last fall for operating and develop-
ment expenses related to the recently 

Trust Hires a
New Director

WEST SOUTHERN PINES

see DALES, page A3

DALES

BY ANA RISANO
Staff Writer

Cameron residents who are working on a fast-approach-
ing goal to preserve an iconic town building are seeing 
good progress toward achieving success.

Residents recently formed the Cameron Historic 
Preservation Inc. to raise money to save Miss Belle’s 
from demolition before May 1. As of 4 p.m. on Monday, 
Town Clerk Wendy Butner said the group had raised 
$83,055, nearly half the $175,000 goal.

Murdock McLeod McKeithen, a prominent merchant 
in Cameron, built the home for his bride, Isabelle Mary 
Ferguson, in 1892. The two-story Victorian house sits be-
hind two old magnolia trees along Carthage Road.

Their granddaughter, Isabel McKeithen Thomas, 
turned the home into Miss Belle’s Tea Room and Antiques 
in 1985. It stayed open until the mid-2000s. 

Sylvia Caddell, a longtime resident of Cameron, spoke 
about the importance of saving the home.

“We need to save this house because it is what Cameron 
is about,” Caddell said. “The history and the beauty of 
these old historical buildings is what makes Cameron so 
special, so unique. As a child growing up here, it means 
everything to me, and now my granddaughters, my 
grandchildren are learning that history from me, and it 
can be carried on from there.”

The property, about 13 acres, was bought in 2015 by 
James and Beverly Prince of Walk by Faith Christian 
Center Inc. They applied for a demolition permit from 

the town last fall, but the town delayed action to save the 
home.

Gary Oldham, vice chair of the roughly 5-month-old 
historic preservation committee in Cameron, offered to 
take the house. Oldham and his wife Lora own the historic 
Foust house, built in 1879, up the road from Miss Belle’s.

NEARLY HALFWAY THERE

Cameron Raises $83k for House

see CAMERON, page A4

FILE PHOTO BY TED FITZGERALD

Some Cameron residents are working to raise money 
to save this historic home from demolition.  

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Unspent funds from Moore County Schools’ 
current budget, mostly from unfilled teaching 
positions, may mitigate the school board’s re-
quest of the county for the 2023-2024 school 
year.

Administrators told the board on Monday 
that they predict about $2.2 million in local 
cost increases to maintain the schools’ existing 
level of staffing and programs. That includes 
state-driven salary and benefit increases for 
employees paid with county funds, increases 
in the local salary supplement based on teach-
ers’ years of experience, and inflation-related 
increases in the cost of utilities, materials and 
fuel. 

While North Carolina public school districts 
use a combination of money from state, feder-
al and county governments to fund their op-
erations, many costs — including base teach-
er salaries — are determined by the General 
Assembly. The $1.4 million projected to pay 
local employees on par with state-paid ones is 
an estimate that won’t be pinned down until 
the state approves its own budget later this 
year.

“We do have a lot of locally paid employ-
ees and if it does go to the very high side it 
could really eat away at our fund balance to 
try to make sure we pay those state-mandated 
rates,” said Tina Edmonds, the district’s exec-
utive officer for budget and finance.

Growth in charter school enrollment also 
accounts for part of what administrators call 
“fixed” cost increases. Moore County Schools 
covers the county’s obligation to fund the ed-
ucation of both traditional public and charter 
school students evenly. That total figure is 
nearly $3 million for the current year, or al-
most 10 percent of the district’s local allow-
ance for operations.

On top of all of that, the school board would 
typically ask the county to provide additional 
funding to cover costs that the board is cur-
rently using previously banked savings to pay 
for. 

Last year, the school board had allocated 
$1.7 million to balance this year’s budget. 

PROPOSED SCHOOLS BUDGET

see FUNDING, page A3

Legislation Makes Better Progress

see INVESTIGATION, page A4


