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WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sunny, Warm
Feels Like: 90°
Precip: 0%
Winds: N at 
5 mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B7-12

Scene A8-11

Obituaries A7 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-5

OPINION
Some Good Names 

For Fort Bragg
Marshall, Bradley and

Shelton all have unique

attachments to our state.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Get Tougher
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Worth the Work
They’re a little unwieldy 
sometimes, but nothing says 

autumn like winter squash.

BUSINESS
A Century Strong
Burney Hardware celebrates 

its 100th anniversary with a 

playful nod to history.

87°
61°

Partly Cloudy
Feels Like: 87°
Precip: 25%
Winds: NNE at 
5 mph

80°
56°

Sunny, Nice
Feels Like: 85°
Precip: 13%
Winds: ENE at 
5 mph

81°
55°

Partly Cloudy
Feels Like: 86°
Precip: 23%
Winds: W at 
5 mph

85°
60°

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

A majority of people in Moore 
County are now fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19, according to 
the N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services.

Data released Monday by 
DHHS showed that 51,033 local 
residents, or about 51 percent of 
the county’s population, were ful-
ly vaccinated. An additional 3,074 
residents have received at least 
one dose of the two-shot vaccines 
developed by Pfizer and Moderna.

The county’s percentage of vac-
cinated residents is slightly low-
er than the state overall. About 53 
percent of all North Carolinians 
are fully vaccinated.

Still, Moore County boasts a 
higher vaccination rate than 
many of the surrounding coun-
ties. Of the nine counties that 
touch Moore, only Cumberland 
and Chatham had larger percent-
ages of fully vaccinated residents 
as of Monday.

None of the currently available 
vaccines are authorized for chil-
dren younger than 12, a group 
that makes up about 14 percent 
of Moore County’s population. If 
looking only at residents who are 
eligible for shots, nearly 60 per-
cent of the county’s population is 
fully vaccinated.

That figure is likely to grow 
under a new vaccine mandate 
for workers at FirstHealth of the 
Carolinas, the county’s largest 
private employer. FirstHealth 
announced last week that all em-
ployees, vendors and volunteers 
must get vaccinated by Nov. 19.

“We know that the available 
COVID-19 vaccines prevent the 
most serious outcomes from 
this virus, and we have several 
months of patient data to back 
this up,” Dr. Jenifir Bruno, the 
company’s chief medical officer, 
said in a memo to employees. 

COVID VACCINE

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

A 32-unit townhouse devel-
opment proposed along U.S. 
1 near the Days Inn was ap-
proved Monday in a 3-1 vote 
by the Southern Pines Town 
Council.

The mixed use project — 
plans also call for two office 
units — was roundly opposed 
by residents of the West 
Southern Pines community. 
During a Sept. 14 hearing, 

nearly a dozen people spoke 
about traffic impacts and that 
the project could increase 
property values and taxes in 
an area where many live on 
fixed incomes.

On Monday, attorney Nick 
Robinson spoke on behalf 
of the applicant, Paramount 
Engineering and local builder 
Marcel Goneau. 

He cautioned town leaders 
that opinions shared by “lay 
witnesses” were not admis-

sible in the process as expert 
testimony, particularly for 
concerns such as whether in-
creased traffic poses a danger 
to public safety.

Resident Nora Bowman re-
sponded that the applicant’s 
own expert witness, a real es-
tate appraiser, acknowledged 
that property taxes on nearby 
lots could increase as a result 
of the new development. 

Council OKs West Southern Pines Project
The 2.08-acre site 
at 660 SW Service 
Road has been eyed 
by developers as the 
real estate market 
heats up. 
Although it fronts 
U.S. 1, a major 
thoroughfare, it backs 
up to a residential 
community.

see PROJECT, page A5

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools is opening a set of 
proposed student surveys to public feedback 
amidst heightened scrutiny of the practice. 

Last year the district pulled one of those 
surveys, which asked students about sexual 
activity and drug use, after 80 of 100 respon-
dents objected to it as an invasion of students’ 
privacy.

But the district has continued with two oth-
ers that it has administered for the last sev-
eral years: a social-emotional learning survey 
for students in grades three through 12, and 
a school culture survey for students in grades 
seven, nine, and 11.

The proposed surveys will be available for 
viewing on Moore County Schools’ website 
through Oct. 9. Parents can offer feedback be-
fore the school board considers approving the 
final versions in November. 

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

If you’ve ever dreamed about a 
career in sustainable farming, dis-
tilling spirits or working in cyber-
security — if you could only learn 
how — Sandhills Community College 
wants to hear from you.

In less than two years Sandhills will 
open Foundation Hall, its new nurs-
ing and health sciences facility. With 
that comes the flexibility to evaluate 
its existing roster of programs and 
explore adding new ones.

With the coronavirus pandemic up-
ending the job market and shifting 
the way students learn all at once, the 
college is also taking a look at how 
well it has adapted to serve the area’s 
educational needs. To that end, the “3 
Minutes to Shape 30 Years” survey 
is open to anyone living in Moore or 
Hoke counties through this Thursday.

“What we’ve done is an inside-out-
side-inside look at the college,” said 

Ron Layne, Sandhills’ vice president 
of college initiatives.

“The first thing we did is to poll 
the faculty and staff, many of whom 
have children or have grandchildren 
who will be impacted by college ed-
ucation in the near future, as to what 
programs might be attractive to a new 
generation of students.”

The survey asks participants to rate 
three of more than 30 potential pro-

gram offerings that might be most ap-
pealing to them, or to family members 
seeking educational opportunities in 
the coming years.

Programs on that list include poten-
tial expansion of Sandhills’ highly re-
garded health sciences department 
with additions like dental hygiene 
and health care management.

Student Surveys

Available to View
SCC Seeks Feedback on Programs

see SURVEYS, page A5 see PROGRAMS, page A6

see VACCINE, page A6

RENDERING OF FOUNDATION HALL COURTESY OF SANDHILLS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COM E  FLY  WITH  ME

The Flutterby Festival, a celebration of birds, bees 
and butterflies, was held at Joyce’s Meadow at the Village 
Arboretum on Saturday, with kids of all ages enjoying the 
pollinator garden and helping to tag Monarchs before their 
annual migration.  MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE A6


