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OPINION
Lincoln Speech Resonates

This Memorial Day
On this patriotic weekend,

we revisit the sublime

Gettysburg Address.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Speaking for the Trees
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Your Country Wants You!
A Union Pines grad is

one of five stars in a new
Army recruitment video.

SPORTS 
Playing for Each Other
The Patriots team effort leads 

to a road win in the Sandhills

Athletic Conference.
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Sunny
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Precip: 10%
Winds: NE at 5 mph
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Cancer
Center
Begun

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

FirstHealth of the Carolinas broke ground 
Thursday morning on its new $68 million com-
prehensive cancer center. The all-encompass-
ing facility represents a major step forward 
for cancer treatment and patient care, from 
diagnosis to treatment, and most importantly, 
survivorship.

Construction of the four-story building is 
expected to continue through late 2022. The 
new structure and its adjoining parking deck 
on Page Road are located directly across the 
street from Moore Regional’s main hospital 
campus in Pinehurst.

Art Medeiros, chairman of the Foundation of 
FirstHealth Board, said building the multidis-
ciplinary cancer center was a pragmatic deci-
sion. FirstHealth has a long-standing history 
of providing exceptional cancer services but 
has grown and expanded beyond the capacity 

New USGA HQ Plans Readied
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

The design of Golf House 
Pinehurst honors the rich tap-
estry of the village’s late 19th 
century and early 20th century 
building styles. That is the goal, 
at least, as the United States 
Golf Association readies its pre-
liminary architectural plans for 
review.

“What has been interesting for 
us to learn is there is no single 
historical architectural style in 
the village. There are lots of dif-
ferent choices of expression to 
choose from,” said Rand Jerris, 
who is overseeing the project as 
USGA’s senior management di-
rector of public services. “There 
were meaningful choices made 
by architects, and we wanted to 

understand and explore those 
meanings.”

Last fall the USGA announced 
it would develop what it calls 
Golf House Pinehurst in an ef-
fort to expand its impact in golf 

and extend its mission to cham-
pion and advance the game. 
Pinehurst Country Club will 
also serve as USGA’s first “an-
chor” site for the U.S. Open, with 
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U.S. Navy Veteran Richard Backus, who is a member of the Southern Pines VFW places flags at the entrance 
to Village Green. Resident David Sullivan helps out. Right, workers in Pinehurst installing flags.

REMEMBER AND HONOR

2018 Policy Creates New Schools Friction
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

All three of Moore County’s high 
schools will recognize valedictori-
ans during this week’s graduation 
ceremonies, but it will likely be for 
the last time. 

The school board voted in 2018 to 
introduce gradually a Latin honor 
system that will recognize all stu-
dents who graduate with a GPA 
over 4.25, and replace recognition 
of a valedictorian for the class of 
2022.

That’s come as a surprise to the 
school board members elected last 
year. In a post on his school board 
Facebook page Wednesday night, 

board member David Hensley said 
that he and board member Philip 
Holmes had called for a special 
board meeting this Saturday. 

Hensley said that he planned to 
call for the reinstatement of vale-
dictorians as well as individual 
recognition during graduation cer-
emonies of students who have re-
ceived ROTC scholarships and ap-
pointments to the nation’s military 
academies. 

“Earlier this evening I was 
shocked to learn that five years 
ago the previous School Board 
voted to eliminate Valedictorians 
and Salutatorians in Moore County 
Schools,” the post read. “I find 

it extraordinarily unsatisfacto-
ry that the pervious (sic) Board 
of Education voted to eliminate 
recognition of our students who 
worked tirelessly to excel academ-
ically and be the top of their re-
spective classes.” 

Although Hensley and Holmes 
called for the meeting, none was 
scheduled because the board was 
unable to get a majority of mem-
bers available to participate.

School board policy normally 
allows any two members of the 
board to call for a special meeting 
“upon giving at least 48 hours pub-
lic notice.” 

see POLICY, page A12

see CENTER, page A3

‘HAVEN OF HEALING’

FITTING IN

END OF VALEDICTORIANS

Pinebluff Fire 
Chief Honored by 
State, Colleagues

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The man who made local history as Moore 
County’s first Black fire chief has received one 
of the state’s highest civilian honors. 

Chief John McKiver of the 
Pinebluff Fire Department 
was given the Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine on Wednesday 
at FirstHealth Moore Regional 
Hospital, where he is being 
treated for stomach cancer. 
Conferred by Gov. Roy Cooper, 
the award recognizes North 
Carolinians with a proven re-

cord of exemplary service. 
State Rep. Jamie Boles presented the award 

to the chief after a caravan of fire trucks parad-
ed around the hospital building in McKiver’s 
honor. Nearly every fire department in Moore 
County participated in the ceremony, along 
with multiple agencies from surrounding 
counties.

McKiver was a full-time firefighter for more 
than 30 years with the Southern Pines Fire and 
Rescue Department, advancing to the role of 
deputy chief before his retirement in 2007. He 
came out of retirement two years later to lead 

JOHN MCKIVER

see USGA, page A6 see CHIEF, page A6

CONTRIBUTED

An architectural rendering of the new Golf House Pinehurst courtesy of 
USGA
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Mickey Foster,  CEO First Health of the 
Carolinas (center),  is joined by dignitar-
ies in the ceremonial group shot at the 
FirstHealth Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Groundbreaking  on Thursday.


