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ECU Scholar’s Goal: Serve Her Community

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The Moore County Health 
Department on Tuesday reported 
the area’s 23rd death in connection 
with COVID-19.

According to a news release, the 
deceased was a white male older 
than 75. He died a week before the 
announcement, on Sept. 8.  

No other information was provid-
ed about the individual. He is the 
10th resident to die after contract-
ing COVID-19 through community 
spread, the Health Department said. 

The county’s 13 other deaths are 
linked to outbreaks in long-term 

care settings. A death is attributed 
to COVID-19 whenever an individ-
ual who has tested positive dies be-
fore they recover from the disease 
and there is no “alternate cause of 
death,” the Health Department said.

The agency on Monday reported 
that nearly 1,500 cases of COVID-19 
have been linked to the area since 
March, an increase of about 100 
infections from a week earlier.Two 
of the newly reported cases are 
believed to involve employees of 
Penick Village in Southern Pines. 

Both cases were announced 
Monday in a joint statement from 
Jeffrey Hutchins, CEO of Penick 

Village, and Caroline Hendricks, 
chief operating officer for the long-
term care community.

“Unfortunately, there is potential 
exposure to our residents in resi-
dential assisted living and in skilled 
nursing,” the statement said. 
“Residents with potential exposure 
have been tested and are isolating 
in their rooms.”

An outbreak is declared by the 
N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services whenever two or 
more infections are identified in a 
long-term care setting. If a facility 

New Death, Coronavirus Cases Reported
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The group Moore County Citizens for Freedom coordinated a caravan Friday evening to travel from Southern 
Pines to the Moore County Veterans Memorial in Carthage. At the memorial, participants had a candlelight 
vigil and took part in a short ceremony marking the 19th anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Census
Coming
To End

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

With a little over two weeks left to respond to 
the 2020 U.S. Census, Moore County’s self-re-
sponse rate continues to lag behind the state 
and national aver-
ages.

As of Sept. 13, 61 
percent of house-
holds in Moore 
County have 
self-responded, 
compared to 65.7 
percent nationally 
and 61.7 percent 
statewide. The 
deadline to com-
plete the census 
was moved up ear-
lier this summer 
to Sept. 30.

An accurate 
count is import-
ant because cen-
sus data is used 
to determine the 
number of seats 
each state holds in 
Congress, and how 
billions in federal funds are distributed back 
to states and local communities every year for 
services and infrastructure, including health 
care, jobs, schools, roads and businesses.

“We have been doing a blitz for the last cou-
ple of weeks where we are focusing on the low-
est responding areas first,” said Keela Reyes, 
a partnership specialist with the U.S. Census 
Bureau. “We are pounding the pavement, go-
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Federal Grant Is

Welcome Relief
A $3 million project will
bring broadband internet
to thousands in rural Moore.
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Trying to do Right
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.
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The Companion Animal
Clinic Foundation presents
a novel way to raise funds.
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Board to 
Proceed on 
School Sale

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The Moore County Board of Education 
is pursuing the sale of the old Aberdeen 
Elementary to the high bidder identified in 
two 10-day bid periods in July and August.

In the primary action during its 20-minute 
meeting on Monday, the school board vot-
ed unanimously to authorize staff to work 
with the board’s attorney and Pathfinder 
Investment Management LLC to prepare a 
contract for the sale of the surplus campus.

The U.S. 1 school was replaced by the open-
ing of the new Aberdeen Elementary off 
N.C. 5, which opened to students last month.

Pathfinder, a real estate private equity firm 
based in Raleigh that also owns the Town and 
Country shopping center on U.S. 1, offered 
$1.5 million for the school during the first 
round of bidding in July. The district pub-
licized that offer and reopened bidding for 
10 days to give any other interested parties 
a chance to upset it, but no contesting bids 
came in during that period.

Now that the school board has agreed to the 
sale, Pathfinder will add another $40,000 to 
its initial $75,000 deposit. The company still 

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Miranda Freeman is far from 
alone in spending a lot more time 
than usual in a surgical mask this 
year — but unlike most people, 

she’s a first-year 
medical student.

As a first-genera-
tion college student, 
Freeman has set a 
series of lofty goals 
for herself along 
the way and sailed 
undaunted through 
most of them: first 

at Sandhills Community College, all 
the way through a master’s degree 
at N.C. State.

Now she’s facing the greatest 
academic challenge of her life at 
East Carolina’s Brody School of 
Medicine in pursuit of the highest 
goal she’s set for herself yet: to 
serve the Native American commu-

nity as a physician.
“There’s nothing I can compare 

it to,” said Freeman. “I think my 
master’s degree prepared me more 
than undergrad but there’s nothing 
that equates to what I’m doing now. 
Nothing in my master’s or under-
grad career was this hard.”

Freeman, the daughter of Tim and 
Cindy Freeman, of Eagle Springs, 
graduated from North Moore High 
in 2013 with dreams of becoming 
a pharmacist. She spent two years 
at Sandhills before transferring to 
The University of North Carolina. 

After a summer of job-shadow-
ing before her junior year, she re-
alized that she wasn’t interested in 
the day-to-day of pharmacy work. 
But Freeman found a new avenue 
and a new purpose after shadow-
ing Pembroke pediatrician Joseph 
Bell.

“He was a super awesome men-
tor. He’s Lumbee, and he works 

with a large Lumbee population, 
which is the tribe that my mom’s 
from and the tribe that I identi-
fy with,” said Freeman. “I hadn’t 
really thought about serving our 
Lumbee tribe specifically until I 
worked with him, and he talked 
about why it’s important for the 
community to have someone within 
their community to look up to in the 
medical field.”

Freeman finished her bache-
lor’s degree in psychology at UNC 
and went on to earn a master’s in 
physiology at N.C. State last year. 
Acceptance to the Brody School of 
Medicine came in November. Then 
Freeman started the routine pro-
cess of applying for scholarships. 
At most she hoped to receive some 
kind of aid to help defray the six 
figures of cost that come with four 
years in medical school.

That level of debt would be new 

80°
66°

Heavy Showers
Feels Like: 77°
Precip: 70%
Winds: ENE at 
6mph

75°
65°

Thunderstorms
Feels Like: 71°
Precip: 75%
Winds: ENE at 
8mph

71°
57°

Cloudy
Feels Like: 68°
Precip: 25%
Winds: NNE at 
10mph

69°
54°

see CASES, page A11

see SCHOOL, page A5

see CENSUS, page A4

see SERVE, page A4

A NEW PURPOSE

ABERDEEN ELEMENTARY

CENSUS SELF-

RESPONSE RATES

 

National 65.7

North Carolina 61.7

Moore County 61.0
Aberdeen 63.9
Cameron 50.3
Carthage 55.9
Foxfire  69.4
Pinebluff 70.8
Pinehurst 73.3
Robbins  37.5
Southern Pines 65.3
Taylortown 48.8
Vass  52.9
Whispering Pines 82.0
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