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OPINION
Be Accommodating

To U.S. Kids Golf
With precautions in place,

its value to our community

is too important to cancel.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Try These Guidlines
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Artists League Names

Winners of Show
You can still see the exhibit

and vote for your favorite

work through June 28.

SPORTS 
Double Duty
A.J. Beechler qualifies for two 
CGA championships.

INSIDE COVERAGE NOTE TO HOME DELIVERY SUBSCRIBERS

You have free access on thepilot.com. If you 
already have an online account, click http://
bit.ly/subscriberaccess. If you haven’t yet 
signed up for an account at thepilot.com, 

click http://bit.ly/createsubscription

■  Virus Update, A2

■  About New Mask Rules, A2

■  2 Charged in Homicide, A4

COVID-19 Survivor Beat the Odds

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Moore County Sheriff Ronnie 
Fields on Friday joined a growing 
chorus of law enforcement leaders 
in announcing he will not enforce 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s statewide order 
requiring face coverings in public 
places.

“To be direct and clear, neither 
I nor the members of the Moore 
County Sheriff’s Office will be en-
forcing this mandate from the gov-
ernor,” Fields wrote in a statement 

shared through the community no-
tification platform Nixle.  “The rea-

sons, you may ask?  
There are two of 
them. No. 1, because 
the order is uncon-
stitutional. And sec-
ondly, because the 
order itself is unen-
forceable.”

Similarly worded 
statements were 

issued by multiple sheriffs and po-
lice chiefs across the state before 

Cooper’s order took effect at 5 p.m. 
on Friday, That order warns that 
non-complying businesses could 
be charged with a Class 2 mis-
demeanor. In a phone interview, 
Fields said his determination on 
the order’s constitutionality, or lack 
thereof, was based on guidance 
from the North Carolina Sheriffs’ 
Association.

“That’s what I based my infor-
mation on,” Fields said. “My phone 
kept blowing up (with calls about 

Sheriff, Police Question Mask Order

see MANDATE, page A6
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Alexia Moore, LPN, hugs Sheila Watson before she departs Moore Regional Hospital.

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

It was a rolling party when Sheila Watson was dis-
charged from Moore Regional Hospital a week ago. 
Some 200 FirstHealth of the Carolinas staff lined the 
hallways and outside portico for a surprise send-off 
June 19.

Watson, 60, waved regally from her wheelchair af-
ter defying the odds. The Rockingham woman spent 66 
days in the hospital, including three weeks on a venti-
lator, in a fight for her life against COVID-19. 

She is continuing her recovery at home, still supple-
mented with daily oxygen, and working her way back 
into a regular routine.

“I’m doing excellent compared to what I have been 
through,” Watson said, with a light laugh. “I am great!”

Watson, a diabetic, said she first began feeling ill in 
mid-April but couldn’t quite put a finger on what was 
wrong. She reached out to her sister, Sandra White, 
who was concerned enough to bring Watson into her 
home for closer observation.

“Sheila had lost her husband three weeks earlier of 
a long-standing cardiac issue. I was worried that she 
was grief-stricken and maybe a bit dehydrated, and 
her blood sugar might be low,” said White. “She was 

acting tired and run-down.”
Two days later, Watson awoke so weak that her family 

decided to call 911, rather than chance her falling while 
walking to the car. When she arrived at FirstHealth 
Moore Regional Hospital-Richmond, Watson was im-
mediately tested for the novel coronavirus, along with 
a battery of other tests.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, signs and symptoms of COVID-19 can 
vary, though most individuals will experience fever 
(83-99 percent), cough (59-82 percent) and fatigue (44-
70 percent). Watson had a fever and fatigue, but more 
alarmingly, she felt like she was struggling to breathe. 

Twelve days after being admitted to the hospital, her 
condition further deteriorated. Watson was placed on 
ventilator support and transferred to Moore Regional 
Hospital’s flagship facility in Pinehurst.

“I only remember this in bits and pieces,” Watson said.
Strict visitor restrictions at FirstHealth kept her fam-

ily at a distance; however, by then, White, her husband 
and daughter had also tested positive for COVID-19 
and were recovering at home under self-quarantine.

“Our sister Linda would call morning and evenings 
to talk with nursing staff. They were very helpful,” 

MASK MANDATE

see SURVIVOR, page A6

Hospital 
Details
Impact

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Like most hospital systems across the nation, 
FirstHealth of the Carolinas has been pulled 
in opposite directions during the coronavirus 
pandemic — a critical provider of care, yet a 
business struggling to cope with plunging fi-
nances.

In a candid and clear-eyed assessment of his 
business last week, FirstHealth CEO Mickey 
Foster said he’s never been through such a 

challenge in his long career.
Foster was the featured 

guest panelist during a virtual 
event on Wednesday sponsored 
by Moore 100, a subgroup of 
Moore County’s Partners in 
Progress. 

The health care industry and 
associated businesses provide 
36 percent of private work-

force employment in Moore County. Like tour-
ism and agricultural interests, the regional 
economy is intrinsically tied to a robust health 
care system.

This spring, that system was tested mightily 
as a result of the COVID-19 global pandemic 
— a fight not yet won as both the disease and 
economic repercussions continue to smolder.

“It caused a dramatic impact on our organi-
zation in a very short time,” said Foster, who 
took over as the top executive at FirstHealth 
last year. “This was the hardest thing I’ve 
done in my 25 years — to lead an organiza-
tion through an event that we are still leading 
through.”

see IMPACT, page A3

BY DAVID SINCLAIR
Managing Editor

Pinehurst officials have vowed to strengthen 
its public disturbance and nuisance ordinances 
in the wake of a large party that occurred June 
20 at a rental home, resulting in numerous 
complaints from neighbors about loud music, 
illegal drugs and property damage.

Their investigations after the event indicated 
that a number of local and state rules — includ-
ing restrictions on the size of mass gatherings 
because of the coronavirus pandemic — were 
likely violated.

Discussion of the party and its aftermath 
took place during the Village Council meeting 
last Tuesday. A large party had been held at a 
home on Magnolia Road, which is a well-known 
short-term rental. Several residents who live 
near the home attended the meeting to express 
concerns about the police response.

Village to Vow for 
Stronger Nuisance,

Disturbance Policy

see DISTURBANCE, page A5
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AFTER HOUSE PARTY...

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION
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