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WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 89°
Precip: 5%
Winds: SW at 
9mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B5-11 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-5

OPINION
Nursing School

Lays Foundation
It will be an invaluable

investment in the long-term

health of our communities.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Let the Sun In
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Leaves of Green
In the words of feature

writer Deb Salomon, salad

is a sonnet on a plate.

BUSINESS
On the Move
How local businesses are

changing the look of downtown

Southern Pines, tenant by tenant.

87°
60°

Sunny
Feels Like: 88°
Precip: 10%
Winds: SW at 
10mph

87°
66°

Cloudy
Feels Like: 78°
Precip: 40%
Winds: NW at 
13mph

81°
48°

Sunny
Feels Like: 77°
Precip: 10%
Winds: NNW at 
6mph

72°
49°

Cameron

Services

In Doubt
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

Cameron officials are weighing the future of 
the town’s water and police departments, includ-
ing the possibility of ceding both services to the 
county.

During a special meeting last week at the 
Cameron Fire Department, the town’s commis-
sioners told about 20 of the 300 residents they 
represent to expect an increase in water rates in 
the coming year as they try to return that enter-
prise fund to solvency.

The water department serves about 180 custom-
ers but has run at a deficit of about $30,000 for the 
past few years. Currently, some customers are 
dealing with poor water quality due to high iron 
and manganese content.

“This got passed down the line year after year, 
nobody wanted to be the bad guy to increase rates, 
and I understand it’s a lot to consider. But it is also 
illegal,” said Commissioner Ginger Bauerband. 
“Your tax dollars are essentially covering losses. 
That is illegal. The state of North Carolina can 
and will revoke your charter if this is not correct-
ed, so it is essential that we move forward in some 
direction.”

To bring the fund to a break-even point would 
entail a rate increase equivalent to between $20 
and $40 on most customers’ monthly bills. But the 
town would still have to find a way to pay for up-
grades to the filtration system on at least one of 
its two wells to address the water quality.

“Our wells are filtered. We filter the water, and 
we test it to see how effective the filters are to re-
move the iron and manganese, and of course some 
of it gets by,” said Davis Reynolds, Cameron’s 
public works director, adding that the two wells 
have different filtration systems. “There is cor-
rective maintenance that could be done to the 
wells to fix that.”

Potential solutions range in cost from $30,000 
for chemical treatments and filters to $100,000 for 
an oxidation treatment system. Cameron would 
likely pursue grants to avoid an even steeper rate 
increase in covering those costs. 

see CAMERON, page A10

OFFICIALS TALK FUTURE 

OF POLICE, WATER

No Long-Term Care Facilities 

On COVID-19 Outbreak List  
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY

Staff Writer

For the first time in over a year, 
no long-term care facilities in 
Moore County are known to be 
experiencing coronavirus out-
breaks.

On Friday, the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
released an updated report on 
ongoing outbreaks in so-called 
congregate living settings, which 
include nursing homes, assisted 
living communities and jails.

An outbreak is defined by the 
state as two or more active infec-
tions, and facilities listed in the re-
port are removed only after going 
at least 28 days with no new cases. 
If additional infections are identi-
fied at a facility after that period, 
a new outbreak is declared.

Four local facilities were re-
moved from the report on Friday. 
They include:
 The Health Center at St. 

Joseph of the Pines, which had 
been under an outbreak since 

August. A total of 126 cases of 
COVID-19, 71 of which involved 
elderly residents of the nursing 
home, and 11 coronavirus-related 
deaths are linked to the outbreak.
 Peak Resources Pinelake, a 

Carthage nursing home that expe-
rienced its third outbreak after a 
resident and an employee tested 
positive in March. No other cases 
were reported in connection with 
the most recent outbreak.

UPDATED REPORT

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Visitors to last weekend’s SpringFest enjoyed carnival rides, games, entertainment, arts and crafts, and food 
vendors. Southern Pines Recreation and Parks organized kids’ bike races in front of the Sunrise Theater in the 
morning, before afternoon rain fell on Moore County.

SPRINGFEST

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

FirstHealth of the Carolinas 
Moore Regional has been named 
one of the top-performing hos-
pitals in the country, ranking 
in the recently announced 2021 
Fortune/IBM Watson Health list 
of 100 Top Hospitals.

Moore Regional was the only 
hospital in North Carolina to 
make this year’s list. The recog-
nition includes Moore Regional 
Hospital-Hoke Campus in 

Raeford and Moore Regional 
Hospital-Richmond Campus 
in Rockingham as divisions of 
Moore Regional.

“This is an incredible honor for 
the medical staff and employ-
ees who serve patients at Moore 
Regional Hospital,” FirstHealth 
CEO Mickey Foster said. 

The top 100 hospitals were de-
termined by studying 2,675 short-
term, acute-care hospitals based 
on performance in four main 
categories: clinical outcomes, op-

eration efficiency, patient experi-
ence and financial health. In 2020, 
Fortune and IBM also looked 
at how hospitals “improved the 
well-being of the community out-
side their walls.” 

Moore Regional received a five-
star rating for its operation effi-
ciency and patient experience, 
and a four-star rating in clinical 
outcomes. 

This year’s ranking of top 

FirstHealth Ranks High in National List

see FIRSTHEALTH, page A10

TOP 100 HOSPITALS

2020 CENSUS

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

North Carolina has gained a 14th seat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

According to data released Monday by the U.S. 
Census Bureau, North Carolina’s official popula-
tion in the 2020 Census was 10,453,948. This is an 
increase of 903,905, or 9.5 percent, since 2010.

State population counts are used to apportion the 
435 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
The apportionment population consists of the res-
ident population of the 50 states, plus the overseas 
military and federal civilian employees and their 
dependents living with them who could be allocat-
ed to a home state.

North Carolina had the sixth largest increase 
among the states and was the 15th fastest-growing 
state.

The 2020 Census count kicked off in January 
2020. It was the first in the nation’s history when 
data was primarily collected online; however, 

North Carolina

Gains a Seat in

The U.S. House

see OUTBREAKS, page A10 see HOUSE, page A10


