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OPINION
Fight Over Books

Headed for Schools
If there’s a stand to be made, 
let it be for the freedom of 
expression and right to learn. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Be Respectful
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Games People Play
It’s not just child’s play for 
hobby gamers who like to trade, 
compete in interactive sessions.

BUSINESS
Gravy Train Goes Full Time
Curt Shelvey switches to street 
fare, sells his Cucina to The 
Southern Pines Elks Lodge. 
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Carthage 
Decision
Pending

BY EVEY WEISBLAT 
Staff Writer

A fourth public hearing — with 
more than six hours of debate — 
was still not enough for the Moore 
County Board of Commissioners 
Monday night to decide wheth-
er to approve a new subdivision 
near Carthage.

Instead, the board will roll over 
into August consideration of the 
project on Union Church Road.

Monday’s hearing was the 
fourth part of the “quasi-judi-
cial,” courtlike hearing, which 
was first brought to the commis-
sioners in May. Previous meet-
ings have each lasted at least a 
few hours, and those involved had 
hoped Monday’s meeting would 
end the issue. But as Monday’s 
meeting drew past 10 p.m., 
Commissioner Catherine Graham 
pounded the gavel to signify the 
commissioners would need to hear 
more at a later time.

Tri-South Builders is applying 
for a special-use permit to build 
53 homes on roughly 74 acres on 
Union Church Road in Carthage. 
The undeveloped land is surround-
ed mostly by single-family homes 
and farmland. It is located in a 
largely rural part of the county, 
where residents draw water from 
their own wells and enjoy access to 
wildlife.

The project has faced heavy op-
position from local property own-
ers, many of whom own small, fam-
ily farms. 

They see the proposed develop-
ment as infringing upon the lives 
they have built for themselves in 
the countryside and bringing sub-
urban development and its impacts 
closer to them. 

The phrase “urban sprawl” is of-
ten used by opponents of the devel-
opment. 

The attorney representing the op-
position, Michael Parker, also owns 
a family farm near the proposed de-
velopment, Terrace Ridge Farms. 
Nick Robinson, an attorney who 
specializes in land use issues with 
the law firm Bradshaw Robinson 
Slawter, has represented Tri-South 
in the court-like proceedings. 

Previous debate on the project 
has mostly focused on traffic and 
growth projections, as well as de-
tails involving the geographical 
features of the preliminary plat 
included in the developer’s appli-
cation.

ANOTHER HEARING

ON SUBDIVISION

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Students who want to help the chil-
dren of military families fit in at school 
have been in Washington, D.C. for a con-
ference this week despite some school 
board members’ reservations about a 
speaker who will focus on the mental 
health of LGBTQ teens.

School staff sought board approv-
al last week for 12 middle and high 

school students to attend the Student 2 
Student National Training Seminar held 
in conjunction with the Military Child 
Education Coalition Global Summit. 
Field trips outside of North Carolina re-
quire board approval for review of travel 
and lodging arrangements.

The school board unanimously ap-
proved the trip, but not before board 
member David Hensley portrayed it as a 
“Trojan horse” and “wolf in sheep’s cloth-

ing” based on a cursory look through the 
Military Child Education Coalition’s web-
site.

Hensley took issue with the biographies 
of two of the summit’s featured speakers 
as well as the summit’s focus on “diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion.” 

The MCEC Global Summit won’t involve 
students, though. It’s actually a profes-
sional development event for educators 
and health professionals.

One of the speakers, Troy Stevenson, is 
also slated to present during the Student 2 
Student event. 

Stevenson is the senior campaign man-
ager for advocacy and government affairs 
at the Trevor Project, which focuses on 
preventing suicide among LGBTQ youth.

His biography on the event web-
site also says that he’s worked for 

D.C. Field Trip Sparks Questions for Board of Education

see SUBDIVISION, page A4

MEMBERS AIR CONCERNS ABOUT EVENT SPEAKERS

see FIELD TRIP, page A8

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

E
very golfer has felt a fresh 
wave of emotion that moment 
after they stick their tee in the 

ground, place the ball on the peg be-
fore standing upright to glare down 
the first fairway.

Whether it’s the jitters of first-tee 
nerves playing a new course for 
the first time, or the much-needed 
escape for a quick nine holes after 
work, there’s something magical in 

that brief moment where prepara-
tion meets reality. Thoughts start 
of what could be in the unknown of 
what’s to come. One swift strike of 
the club, and you’re off.

While nearly every golfer won’t 
get to play for a USGA champion-
ship, golfers in the adaptive golf 
community had no chance prior to 
Monday to play for a national cham-
pionship. 

H ISTORIC START

Open Players, Crowd Revel 
In a Moment Long Awaited

BY SAM HUDSON
Staff Writer 

Larry McWane has had a 
busy 2022. Besides living in 
Pinehurst No. 6 and being a 
member of its Community 
Association, he’s also chair-
man of the first ever USGA 
Adaptive Open championship.

He is welcoming the world to 
his neighborhood.

When the USGA has hosted 
its championships in previous 
years in Pinehurst, it has usual-
ly been the iconic No. 2 course 
getting all the attention and 
visitors. For the U.S. Amateur 
in 2019, the renovated Course 
No. 4 drew the onlookers.

This Week, 

No. 6 is No. 1

see NO. 6, page A7

see OPEN, page A7

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Players during the first and second day of play, from left: Chad Pfeifer of Caldwell, Idaho, Steven Pennell, of Jefferson, N.C. 
and Sophia Howard of Hudsonville, Mich. Below, Zachary Duncan, of Cornelius, N.C., chips onto the green.


