
BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Sandhills Community College’s mission to serve Moore 
County has always extended to the members of the mil-
itary community — active duty, veterans, spouses and 
children — who live here.

Currently about 10 percent of the 4,000 students en-
rolled in Sandhills’ academic degree-granting programs 
are directly connected to the military. Just as that popu-
lation has increasingly taken advantage of the programs 
offered at Sandhills, the college has developed every-
thing from its academic advising department to financial 
aid programs to better accommodate their needs.

Those efforts have been enough to merit Sandhills 
a Bronze Level designation from the Military Friendly 
Schools Advisory Council for the 2020-2021 academic 
year.

The college celebrated that distinction last week in a 
small ceremony with veterans’ affairs staff and repre-
sentatives of the Patriot Foundation, a Pinehurst-based 
organization that fundraises toward scholarships for the 

children of service members killed or wounded in action.
“In the 32 years I’ve lived here, I’ve seen this commu-

nity grow into a community that now has a very real mil-
itary presence, a very real military consciousness, and 
consequently our college has become much more mili-
tary-conscious,” said Sandhills President John Dempsey, 
a Vietnam veteran himself. “The military community is 
a much more important part of our lives, a much more 
vibrant force in our lives.”

The number of military-connected students at Sandhills 
quadrupled as veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan cam-
paigns began to leave military service and build civilian 
careers in the Fort Bragg area.

Military-Friendly School designations are based on 
academic policies, the level of support available for mil-
itary-connected students, financial aid and school cul-
ture. Sandhills earned high marks for its career advising 
programs, the accelerated courses available to service 
members working with tight timelines, and waived ap-
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McDeeds Creek Elementary held its first Veterans Day Drive-Thru Celebration at 6 p.m. Thursday. The entire 
community was invited to drive through and experience the red, white and blue lights and decorations, listen 
to music, as well as see signs created by families of veterans. 

Surplus Sites,

COVID Plans

Will Be Priority
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

Moore County’s three newly elected school 
board members ran on wide-ranging platforms 
challenging Moore County Schools’ academic 
ratings and most of the decisions the current 
board has made since it began working on a 
countywide redesign of school attendance dis-
tricts last year.

When David Hensley, Philip Holmes and 
Robert Levy are sworn in, they’ll be weighing 
in on the potential sale of three school campuses 
that have closed or soon will be. They also plan 
to call for the board to re-examine another issue 
of immediate interest to the parents of elemen-
tary school children: the district’s plans to shift 
K-5 students to four days per week in class on 
Jan. 5.

Swearings-in for the three new school board 
members are scheduled for an organizational 
meeting at Union Pines on Dec. 7. The Moore 
County Board of Education will meet for the fi-
nal time in its current iteration on Monday. 

Putting the Brakes on School Sales
At Monday’s meeting, the board will consid-

er a contract for the sale of the old Aberdeen 
Elementary School on U.S. 1 for $1.5 million. 
The school board is also expected to authorize 
the district’s administrators to open bids for 
the old Aberdeen Primary campus on Keyser 
Street. The proposed starting bid of $120,000 
is based on an offer from a local independent 
youth wrestling club, but the district will ac-
cept higher bids until one goes unchallenged 
for 10 days.

But the school board’s incoming members, 
who will ultimately be part of the vote on 
whether or not to sell that 6-acre property to 
the highest bidder, have questioned whether it’s 
prudent for the district to sell old campuses in 
the first place.

see SCHOOL BOARD, page A13
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County Declines on Mask Enforcement
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY

Staff Writer

The Moore County Board of Commissioners has de-
cided not to pursue a recommendation to penalize peo-
ple who fail to wear face coverings in public.

Dr. Mandy Cohen, secretary of the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services, spoke on Oct. 19 with 
representatives from Moore and 35 other counties 
where coronavirus infections had spiked in recent 
weeks. To curtail the spread, Cohen urged the counties 
to adopt ordinances that would allow them to levy fines 
against individuals who violate the statewide mask 
mandate enacted by Gov. Roy Cooper in June.

Cooper’s order requires North Carolinians to wear 
face coverings when out in public, but it does not al-
low police to fine or arrest violators. Instead, the state 
left it up to individual counties and municipalities to 
decide how — and if — the order should be enforced. 

Frank Quis, chairman of the Moore County Board of 
Commissioners, previously told The Pilot that enforce-
ment would be a “significant undertaking fraught with 
potential problems.” 

“Everyone agrees that we should strive to do more, 
but this is a very difficult request,” he said at the time. 

WON’T PURSUE PENALTIES

For Inn, ‘The 
Duke’ Was No 
Ordinary Mascot

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Greatness is a subtle art form, at least when it 
comes to cats. Marmaduke, an orange tabby who 
held court at the Pine Crest Inn’s front porch in 
downtown Pinehurst for more than a decade, was a 
great cat. 

His passing, announced this past week on social 
media, prompted an outpouring of condolences from 
his many fans.

“In the beginning he was about the most unfriend-
liest creature. It took a couple of years for him to 
warm up to people,” said Andy Hofmann, wife of 
Pine Crest Inn co-owner Bobby Barrett. “But over 
time he turned into the best cat ever.”

Sandhills Community College 
Earns Military-Friendly Status
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‘A PRETTY SPECIAL GUY’

COURTESY OF PINE CREST INN 

Marmaduke at home at the Pine Crest Inn
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