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The Pilot

WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Storms
Feels Like: 85°
Precip: 65%
Winds: SSE at 
8 mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B10-14 

Scene A8-9

Obituaries A7, 11-12 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-7

OPINION
Eagle, Two Birdies 

But An Ugly Finish
Revisiting some names in

the news who are making

an impact on our community.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Update Wanted
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
A Look at Life

In the Lowcountry
The Arts Council’s weeklong
program explores this area’s
culinary and architectural styles.

BUSINESS
Shop Brings Color to Village
Jim and Ann Nash expand 

boutique business to Pinehurst.

80°
60°

Partly Sunny
Feels Like: 81°
Precip: 7%
Winds: NNW at 
6 mph

77°
50°

Nice
Feels Like: 79°
Precip: 5%
Winds: NNE at 
6 mph

76°
48°

Nicer
Feels Like: 83°
Precip: 3%
Winds: W at 
5 mph

78°
54°

Schools 

To Revisit

Land Sale
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

Despite voting to sell a portion of the 
old Southern Pines Primary campus to 
the Southern Pines Land and Housing 
Trust last month, the Moore County 
Board of Education may move back to 
the drawing board in its business meet-
ing today.

The board has yet to approve a sales 
contract for those 5 acres at the corner 
of West New York Avenue and Carlisle 
Street. Both the board and the land trust 
had agreed on a sale price of $300,000. 

But that decision has since been com-
plicated by the late discovery of logis-
tical challenges. A pair of competing 
offers for the campus, which factored 
into the board’s earlier discussions, 
have also been withdrawn.

The board’s most recent appraisal 
evaluated the 17-acre campus’ value not 
as a whole but as six parcels, reflecting 
the desire of the board’s newest mem-
bers to isolate the corner acreage sub-
ject to a restrictive deed dating from 
1924. That’s the site that the Southern 
Pines Land and Housing Trust is now 
poised to purchase and convert to a 
Black community and cultural center.

But the property has functioned as a 
unified campus for more than 60 years. 
A recent review of site plans revealed 
that the property’s infrastructure is in-
terconnected to the point that it can’t be 
easily subdivided.

Preliminary cost estimates indicate 
that closing off a system of under-
ground pipes connecting the campus’ 

FORMER SP PRIMARY

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Developing the West Pinehurst 
Community Park to serve a growing com-
munity could cost around $5.4 million.

That’s the figure that a consultant the vil-
lage hired earlier this year presented to the 
Village Council last week. After their ini-
tial review of the amenities that would pay 
for, Pinehurst’s leaders are now debating 
to what degree such a facility is warranted 
and where it should fall in the context of the 
village’s other impending building needs.

“This is not an attempt to get a plan ap-
proved by the council so that we can imme-

diately fund what is called for in this plan,” 
said Village Manager Jeff Sanborn.

“This plan will create a framework which 
will allow us in future years … to map out 
how over potentially a very long period of 
time we achieve this end result. But we 
need to define what the end result is so we 
can start to pick away at it over time.” 

Pinehurst hired McAdams Company 
to spend six months gauging communi-
ty demand for recreational facilities and 
propose a master plan for West Pinehurst 
Community Park. 

Village Debates Vision for Future Park Use
THE $5.4M WISH LIST: 

The proposed plan 
would phase in several 
improvements over two 
stages. Additions  include 
sports fields, parking, a 
shelter with restrooms, 
a playground, paved     
greenway path, 2 acres 
of dog parks, nature 
trails, more parking and 
paved walking paths. 

see PARK, page A6

WING WOMAN

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

A performer from Imagine Circus drew a crowd during Eats, Beats and Brews at the Village Arboretum in Pinehurst 
on Saturday night. The annual event includes a selection of food trucks and beer as well as music and entertainment.

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

When crews from Aberdeen Fire and 
Rescue Station 2 respond to calls in the 
near future, the first piece of equipment 
that will roll out of the station on N.C. 211 
will be the newest addition to the fleet.

Engine 423, a new apparatus manufac-
tured by Spartan Emergency Response, 
rolled into Station 1 of the Aberdeen Fire 
and Rescue Department this past week and 
is being equipped to respond to calls in the 
coming weeks.

“It will be our truck we mainly use at 
Station 2 to respond to emergencies. It’s 
our front-line engine. Our first-out truck,” 
Aberdeen Chief Phillip Richardson said. 
“It’s a great access for the town of Aberdeen 
to be able to serve our citizens better.”

The engine comes fresh off the line of the 
company’s manufacturing plant in South 
Dakota and has the capability to hold 1,000 
gallons of water and pump out 200 gallons 
of water a minute, Richardson said.

Before this truck was purchased, the 
newest truck on the fleet was purchased in 
2017.

The Aberdeen Town Board in June ap-
proved financing of the engine through 
Lumbee River Electric Membership Corp. 
for $537,000 and more than $100,000 worth 
of equipment.

“We’re on a capital improvement plan 
where every so many years we buy a truck 
and rotate them first out and second out for 
Station 1 or Station 2,” Richardson said.

Contact Jonathan Bym at (910) 693-2470 
or jonathan@thepilot.com.

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Moore County’s COVID-19 death toll 
has climbed to 226, with three new fa-
tal infections announced Monday by 
the local health department.

Matt Garner, public information of-
ficer for the department, said the de-
ceased individuals were all women old-
er than 65. One of them was a resident 
of Quail Haven Village, a Pinehurst 
nursing home that is currently experi-
encing its third outbreak of COVID-19.

Data released last week by the N.C. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services showed that three elderly res-
idents have perished in the current out-
break at Quail Haven. Thirteen deaths 
are linked to previous outbreaks at the 
nursing home.

Other long-term care facilities 
with active outbreaks include:

n Peak Resources Pinelake, a 
Carthage nursing home that is current-
ly experiencing its fourth outbreak. 
Nineteen residents died during an ear-
lier outbreak at the facility.

Three Deaths

Reported By 

Health Dept.

Aberdeen Rolls Out ‘Front-Line’ Engine

see SALE, page A13

see COVID, page A6

CORONAVIRUS

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

The Aberdeen Fire Department 
readies Engine 423 for use. At 
right, firefighter Matt Horner lets 
Caleb, 3, sit in the driver’s seat of 
the  new 2021 Spartan firetruck. 


