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OPINION
Freedom Matters –

And Responsibility
Personal choice is moot

if it impacts the better

interests of the community.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Change County Voting
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Diaries and Dreams
Local writer Paul Dunn

has completed a four-part

‘faction’ on Abraham Lincoln.

SPORTS 
Friday Night Heartbreak
The Patriots put up a fight 
against Richmond on Friday, 
leading to a loss during OT.
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At Sports Complex, Ball

Is Now in County’s Court
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

Four years in the planning and far longer on the 
wish list for Billy Ransom, the new indoor gymnasium 
sports complex at Hillcrest Park in Carthage is nearly 
finished.

On Thursday, Ransom, the county’s long-serving di-
rector of parks and recreation took officials on a tour 
of the new Moore County Sports Complex. A ribbon 
cutting ceremony is expected to be scheduled in the 
next few weeks.

“This is Billy’s dream,” said Larry Caddell, a for-
mer Carthage mayor and two-term county com-
missioner who heads up the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee. He thanked the current Board of 
Commissioners, who were all in attendance, for having 
the vision and courage to see the project through.

About half of the cost of the $5.3 million complex was 
funded through the county’s capital reserves, which 
the commissioners earmarked for the center in 2017. 

The county also had more than $800,000 from the sales 
of properties bequeathed to the county to support rec-
reation in a special project fund. In addition, the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Committee has raised about 
$680,000 in private funding for the center, not includ-
ing a $15,500 stock donation recently pledged to Moore 
County by the Caddells.

Harrod and Associates Constructors, Inc. was hired 
in 2019 to build the 22,000-square-foot facility. The 
company’s project manager, Hassan Tawwab, and Rich 
Smith, Moore County’s capital project manager, also 
participated in the tour along with Planning Director 
Debra Ensminger, who presented the commissioners 
with an official certificate of occupancy.

“We are finishing on track and on budget,” Smith 
said. “This has been a construction site up until to this 
moment and now it is Billy’s building. This property is 
a true gift to the county.”

Ransom said he looked forward to hosting basketball 

see COMPLEX, page A4

Vaccine
Coverage
Increases

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer 

Every nursing home and assisted living com-
munity in Moore County has received the first 
dose of the coronavirus vaccine, according to 
the local health department.

Most of the county’s long-term care fa-
cilities are set to receive the second shot by 
March 19. The health department said both 
shots have already been administered at 
The Greens, Accordius Health at Aberdeen, 
Magnolia Gardens, Elmcroft of Southern 
Pines, Fox Hollow Senior Living and Seven 
Lakes Assisted Living & Memory Care.

People in long-term care facilities are being 
vaccinated by Walgreens and CVS pharmacies 
through a federal partnership program. The 
vaccinations are expected to play a major role 
in curtailing the spread of COVID-19 in Moore 
County, where over 55 percent of coronavi-
rus-related deaths are linked to outbreaks in 
nursing homes.

The N.C. Department of Health and Human 
Services was monitoring ongoing outbreaks at 
five local facilities on Tuesday, down from a 
dozen outbreaks a month earlier. An outbreak 
is defined by DHHS as two or more confirmed 
cases in a so-called congregate living setting. 

Data from DHHS show that the St. Joseph 
of the Pines Health Center is experiencing the 
county’s largest active outbreak, with 65 elder-
ly residents and 54 employees of the nursing 
home testing positive since August. Eleven 
residents have perished in the outbreak, ac-

THREE NOW AVAILABLE

School Board Endorses 
Full Return to Classrooms

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The Moore County Board of Education may be ready 
to bring middle and high school students back to full-
time in-person learning, but plans to make that happen 
will remain on hold for now.

Earlier this week the state Senate failed to override 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s veto of a school reopening bill that 
would compel local school districts to offer families 
the option of returning to physical classes at least 
part-time. 

Moore County Schools’ elementary schools have 
been open to all students five days per week since 
January, but grades six through 12 public schools are 
currently bound by N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services guidelines for six feet of distance 
between students. So the district’s middle and high 
school students have been kept to a hybrid virtual and 

in-person schedule with two days per week in class.
During Monday’s school board work session, just 

hours before the Senate narrowly voted to sustain the 
veto, board members indicated their unanimous sup-
port for a full-time school reopening in all grades. 

“It’s been a bit of a roller coaster over the last sev-
eral weeks,” said Tim Locklair, Moore County Schools’ 
chief officer for academics and students support ser-
vices.

The state legislature is now reconsidering overrid-
ing the governor’s veto. If the bill is passed into law, 
Moore County Schools could then bring middle and 
high school students to school full-time under reduced 
social distancing guidelines. 

That authorization could also come from a change 
in guidelines from the governor or the state health 
department. Either way, school administrators plan 

MOORE COUNTY SCHOOLS

see RETURN, page A5
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Larry Caddell  speaks during the tour of  the new Moore County Sports Complex gymnasium facility (at 
Hillcrest Park) in Carthage Thursday morning.  

READY FOR PLAY

Church Receives 
Anonymous Gift

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

An anonymous donor has given $100,000 to 
Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
memory of  Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. The gift 
will be used to address racism and economic 
disparity in the community. 

A multi-denomination group with members 
from Trinity A.M.E. Zion Church, Blacknall 
A.M.E. Zion Church, and Brownson Church, is 
seeking suggestions from the community re-
garding the use and allocation of this gift. The 
first round of grant applications is due on April 
30.

In 2018, the same donor provided $50,000 to 
the church, asking that “it be put to work by 
investing in something that is not without risk, 
but is in the direction you believe God to be 
leading the church.”

In response, the Bold Initiative Team was 
formed and the initial gift supported the Faith 
and Race Trip to Washington, D.C. where con-
gregants of diverse churches and backgrounds 
visited the National Museum of African 
American Culture and other prominent exhib-
its.

Beyond that activity, the anonymous donor’s 
gift has gone on to support a variety of other 
projects, including:
 MALES of Distinction (Making Achievable 

Life Enhancing Strides), serving at-risk young 
men with mentorship, fellowship, and tutoring;
 Habitat for Humanity’s Revitalization 

Program in West Southern Pines;
 Trinity A.M.E. Zion’s Christ-centered drug 

abuse and misuse program;
 Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and 

Redemption community book read led by a 

BROWNSON MEMORIAL
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Options for Middle, High Schools Hinge on State Bill


