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OPINION
Our True Hero,

Gone to Rest
Despite his war experiences,

Ray Lambert never forgot to

remember and honor the past.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Race Worthy of Study
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Supporting the Military Child
Local organizations are partnering

for the Purple Up Book Drive,

benefiting military-connected kids.

SPORTS 
Battle of the Pats
The Pinecrest football 

team advances to the second 

round of the playoffs.

70°
48°
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Sunny
Feels Like: 78°
Precip: 20%
Winds: NNE at 7 mph
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48°
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Cloudy
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School

Policies

Debated
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

A proposed policy change that would restrict 
school athletic teams and gender-segregated 
facilities like bathrooms and locker rooms to 
students with the corresponding reproductive 
organs failed to find support with two of the 
Moore County Board of Education’s three poli-
cy committee members on Thursday.

So did new policies — proposed by commit-
tee chair Robert Levy — delaying new North 
Carolina social studies standards some believe 
to be influenced by what’s known as Critical 
Race Theory. Levy’s proposed changes also 
called for renouncing that school of thought 
and any potential curriculum based on it.

Those debates are not over, though. They 
will soon move to the full board without the en-
dorsement of the full committee. Libby Carter 
and Ed Dennison, the other two policy commit-
tee members, said that they won’t support the 
changes.

Thursday’s committee meeting began with 
an hour spent behind closed doors receiv-
ing confidential legal advice. The committee 
agreed to some policy changes that clarify the 
procedure for adding agenda items to upcom-
ing meetings and allow for public comment via 
telephone. Those will move to the full board 
for approval.

‘Colorblind Institution’
But the bulk of the two-and-a-half hour open 

session dealt with the controversial matters. 
The first was a proposed addition to the board’s 
existing discrimination and harassment poli-
cies. It would prohibit preferential treatment 
of students and staff who are racial minorities 

LATEST CONTROVERSY

Farmers Seek Return to Familiar
BY MARY MOORE

Staff Writer

Strawberry season is in full 
swing, and everyone’s buzzing 
about where to fill their baskets. 
It’s been an isolating winter be-
cause of pandemic restrictions, 
and farmers are ready to open 
their markets and fields.

“We’re looking forward to 
getting back into the routine 
after this strange year,” said 
Highlanders Farm owner John 
Blue.

The coronavirus pandemic 
curtailed business for many 
“pick your own” farms last year. 
A number of operations hastily 
developed social distancing pro-
cedures that were, at times, awk-

ward and cumbersome. Farmers 
like Blue now are looking for a 
more normal year.

Blue’s family has owned the 
Carthage plot for generations, 
and he currently runs the place 
with his wife, Vickie. The couple 
are feeling positive about sales 
this year.

Highlanders, like other farms 
in the area, was hit by the freeze 
on Good Friday. Blue feared the 
worst and, while there was some 
damage, it was nothing terrible. 
“Most people are expecting a de-
cently sized crop this year.”

Highlanders Farm opened on 
Wednesday. Freshly made ice 

see FARMERS, page A3

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Left, Knijavh Swinnie,13, of Pinebluff, gets some air for his dunk shot. Top right, Letarrian Hayes, 11, gets 
some extra ‘hops’ bouncing off the trampoline while Kingston Swinnie, 7, waits for his turn. Below, the boys 
admire Kingston as he tries a crazy trick shot.

FLIGHTS OF FANCY

Seven Lakes 
Nurse Saves 
Drowning Child

BY MARY MOORE
Staff Writer

A family vacation in Florida turned into a 
life-saving emergency — with a happy end-
ing — for a Seven Lakes nurse. Last Friday, 
Crystal Hofstetter performed CPR on a child 

who was pulled lifeless from a 
hotel pool in Orlando.

Previous attempts to revive 
the little girl had been unsuc-
cessful, but Hofstetter was 
able to bring her back to con-
sciousness after nine to 10 
rounds of resuscitation. 

Hofstetter is a registered 
nurse and the executive direc-
tor of Pinehurst retirement 

community Quail Haven Village. When the 
crisis occurred, she was on a vacation with 
her husband, Brian, and their children, at 
SeaWorld. The whole trip had been a surprise 
for the kids, who had never flown on a plane 
before.

After spending the entire day at SeaWorld, 
Hofstetter and her husband were tired when 
they returned to the hotel and made a beeline 
to the hot tub to relax. It wasn’t until their own 

see POLICIES, page A5

see NURSE, page A4

LIFE SAVER

RULES WEIGHED

Village Council Preparing 
New Public Comment Policy

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Pinehurst residents have until recently found virtu-
ally no limitation on what they can say, or how long 
they can take to say it, when addressing the Village 
Council.

Municipal governments are required to designate a 
portion of their regular meetings to open public com-
ment, but they’re also allowed to set “reasonable rules” 
in the interest of time and maintaining order.

Pinehurst’s elected officials were in the process of 
drafting public comment policies when the COVID-19 
pandemic first spurred a shift to virtual meetings and 
rendered the question of public participation some-
thing of a moot point. For much of the past year, the 
village clerk has read emailed comments into the re-
cord. But residents again have the option of attending 
meetings at Village Hall, though most of the council 

members continue to participate via web conference, 
and council members have renewed discussions of 
Pinehurst’s public comment policy.

During a work session on Tuesday, council members 
agreed that the policy should set a three-minute time 
limit for each speaker and considered whether to set 
an overall time limit to be adjusted at the mayor’s dis-
cretion at any given meeting. 

“I disagree with that, but I absolutely agree with the 
mayor having the discretion to extend the 30-minute 
time frame, without looking left or right, because the 
goal here is to get people to talk instead of someone 
hijacking the meeting with a 45-minute speech,” said 
council member Kevin Drum. “If we’ve got people 
who want to talk, I’ll stay there all night.”

The majority of council members are also in favor 
of imposing limitations on the subject of public com-

see COMMENT, page A4
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Three-year-old Beckett helps his moth-
er pick out fresh strawberries from 
Jep’s Farm Stand in the drive-thru 
parking area near Pony Espresso in 
Southern Pines.
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