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4 New Deaths, Outbreak Reported

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Carthage officials have reversed course — a year af-
ter the fact — and denied a developer’s permit applica-
tion to build an apartment complex in the town.

The Carthage Board of Commissioners on Monday 
completed the about-face following a number of com-
plaints from town residents about the construction 
project.

William Guillett III, of Mills Construction and United 
Property Management, was initially granted a condi-
tional use permit for the 66-unit development in July 
2019. But the board’s decision was appealed by a group 
of residents opposed to the proposed complex, prompt-
ing Guillett to submit a second application.

A quasi-judicial hearing on the second application 
began last week and ran for nearly six hours before 

commissioners voted to resume discussion during 
the board’s regularly scheduled meeting on Monday. 
Members of the public were invited to attend both 
meetings remotely through the video conferencing 
platform Zoom, but the streams were marred by tech-
nical issues that rendered much of the commissioners’ 
discussion inaudible.

Ultimately, the commissioners unanimously voted 
to turn down Guillett’s application. Dustin Smith, the 
commissioner who made the motion to deny the appli-
cation, took issue with the proposed location at the cor-
ner of Pinehurst Avenue and McNeill Street.

“I kind of feel like it’s out of place there,” he said in a 
brief phone interview after the meeting. “There were 
safety issues with the road nearby and no sidewalks.”

He added that Guillett had amended his initial pro-

Carthage Rejects Proposed Apartments

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Miriam King and Jennifer Wallace (in masks) staff a Moore County Health Department table distributing dis-
posable face masks last Friday from 7 to 9 p.m. in downtown Southern Pines at the corner of North East Broad 
Street and New Hampshire Avenue. Hand sanitizer was also available. 

CHANGE OF MIND

Schools
Revise
Return

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools is pursuing a new re-
opening plan that would return all students to 
their classrooms two days per week.

In a specially called meeting on Tuesday 
afternoon, school staff briefed the Board of 
Education on the latest adjustments to the 
district’s plan to reopen. The detailed briefing 
covered three options for reopening — de-
pending on the state’s guidance to school dis-
tricts — and drilled down extensively into de-
tails ranging from daily classroom curricula to 
after-school activities and personnel feedback.

The briefing, which began at 1 p.m., at one 
point had more than 1,000 people watching a 
livestream of the “virtual” meeting on the dis-
trict’s YouTube channel.

Last week, Gov. Roy Cooper authorized 
schools to move forward with partial reopen-
ing plans that will allow students to return to 
their classrooms with moderate levels of so-
cial distancing in place. At the same time, the 
state amended the definition of “moderate” to 
give local school districts greater flexibility in 
bringing students back.

Moore County Schools’ updated reopening 
plans involve what school staff are calling “in-
tegrated learning” for all students in kinder-
garten through 12th grade.

Students will be assigned to one of two 
groups. Group A will attend school in per-
son on Mondays and Tuesdays, while stu-
dents in Group B will be in their classrooms 
on Thursdays and Fridays. School custodians 
would use Wednesdays to thoroughly clean 
high-touch surfaces in all schools between the 
groups.

On the three days they’re not at school, stu-

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

OPINION
A Fine Time to

Show Kindness
Now, treating others as we

would like to be treated

is more critical than ever.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Keep Library in Place
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Those Were the Days
A local writer researches some 

“juicy” ongoings in Moore 

County over a century ago.

BUSINESS
‘Cooking With a Message’
Eating right and cooking

creatively are the heart and

soul of Sonia’s Bilingual Kitchen.

UPDATED PLAN

Stay updated with email newsletters 
from The Pilot, delivered to your 
inbox. Click thepilotbriefing.com 

and enter your email address.

New Plaques Honor 
Aberdeen’s Past

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

New, durable metal plaques are set to re-
place many of the worn or missing wooden 
signs that mark various places of interest in 
the Aberdeen historic district.

Town planner Christian Haas anticipates the 
first order of 40 commemorative plaques will 
be ready for installation in mid-August.

“We accepted applications for the first round 
on a first-come, first-serve basis,” he said. “We 
hope as the plaques go up, it will generate 
more interest in the project, and we can place 
another order.”

Town leaders approved a 50/50 cost-share 
agreement with interested private property 
owners earlier this year. Each plaque costs ap-
proximately $100.

Established in 1877 as Blue’s Crossing, 
Aberdeen was added to the National Register 
of Historic Places by the United States 
Department of the Interior in 1989. The histor-
ic district developed between 1880 and 1940, 
and is roughly bounded by Maple Avenue, 
Bethesda Avenue, Campbell Street, South 

MAKING HISTORY

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Moore County Tuesday afternoon reported four more 
deaths linked to COVID-19 and a new coronavirus out-
break at a senior living facility.

In separate news releases sent out at 3:45 p.m., the 
Moore County Health Department said it was notifed 
Tuesday of four deaths, all linked to an earlier out-
break at Seven Lakes Living and Memory Care.

All four were residents. Three died on July 14, while 
one died on July 18. Three were men, and all were 65 
or older.

Overall, 36 people have tested positive for the virus 
at the facility, including 31 residents and five staff.

Moore County now sits at 18 deaths related to 
COVID-19.

In addition Tuesday, the department reported it was 
notified Monday that three staff members of Accordius 
Health at Aberdeen, 915 Pee Dee Road, had tested pos-

itive for COVID-19. No residents are reported yet to be 
infected. Testing of all residents and staff is ongoing.

This marks the fourth outbreak at a senior living 
facility in Moore County. Other outbreaks includ-
ed Pinehurst Healthcare & Rehabilitation Center in 
Pinehurst; Fox Hollow Senior Living in Pinehurst; and 
Seven Lakes Living.

In total, Moore County has now topped 700 cas-
es of COVID-19, according to the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

NCDHHS on Tuesday reported 720 laboratory-con-
firmed cases of the disease, an increase of 71 cases 
from a week earlier. At least three of the latest infec-
tions are linked to other independent living facilities.

Residents of Pine Knoll on Friday received a memo 
stating that a second employee of the retirement com-
munity, which is owned by St. Joseph of the Pines, 
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