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OPINION
Growth Discussion 

A Good First Step
As more housing is pushed 

into rural areas, it’s time to talk 
about the state of real estate.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Pay Your Way
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Quilt Made Students’ 
Imagination Soar 
This cloth tells a story 

of childhood ideas. 

SPORTS
Late-Game Magic
Pinecrest secures a 2-1 

comeback win over Ashley 
in the state playoffs.

89°
68°

MONDAY

Cloudy and Rainy
Feels Like: 93°
Precip: 94%
Winds: NE at 8 mph

82°
64°

TUESDAY

Cloudy; More Storms
Feels Like: 74°
Precip: 40%
Winds: NE at 8 mph

76°
64°

Board

Debates

Needs
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

Now that southern Moore 
County boasts four new elemen-
tary schools, the school board is 
shifting its focus to the elemen-
tary and middle schools in Union 
Pines’ attendance area for the 
next phase of its master facili-
ties plan.

Those new elementary schools 
— McDeeds Creek, Aberdeen, 
Southern Pines and Pinehurst 
— opened between 2019 and 
2021. Along with the new aux-
iliary gym and classrooms at 
North Moore High, they effec-
tively fulfilled half of the school 
board’s 2015 master facilities 
plan. 

Back then, the school board’s 
top priority was the Advanced 
Career Center technical high 
school slated for the Sandhills 
Community College campus. 
That project would have allevi-
ated crowding at Pinecrest and 
Union Pines but was sidelined 
indefinitely in 2017 in favor of 
funding the elementary schools. 

What’s emerging as a new top 
priority — a potential replace-
ment of Carthage Elementary 
— didn’t even make the top 10 in 
2015. 

But the Rockingham Street 
campus’ outdated smattering of 
buildings present the security 
challenges of North Moore com-
bined with the disrepair of the 
former Southern Pines Primary 
— and the Carthage town com-
missioners have mounted a cam-
paign to lobby for its replace-
ment.

FUTURE SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT

BY EVEY WEISBLAT
Staff Writer

The Morganton Park South develop-
ment — imminent home of the Target 
shopping center — is slowly taking 
shape.

In a special meeting Wednesday, the 
Southern Pines Planning Board got the 
first look at the final proposal for the sec-
ond phase of the Morganton Road devel-
opment: a 269-unit apartment complex 

on the south side of the shopping center.
“The goal is to really integrate this 

project into the shopping center,” said 
Bob Koontz, the local land planner who 
is representing the developer of the 
project. 

Also at the meeting, Southern Pines 
Planning Director BJ Grieve revealed 
that this phase of the property had been 
annexed into the town from its ETJ in 
February. He later noted in an email that 

the entirety of the project had been an-
nexed. 

This is significant because it means 
that the first building permit can be is-
sued for the approved portions of the 
project, in this case, the retail compo-
nent, which features a Target and an 
unnamed grocer among anchor tenants.

Next Phase of Morganton Project Takes Shape

see NEEDS, page A9

APARTMENT COMPLEX PLANNED

see PROJECT, page A8

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Rep. Jamie Boles’ seven-term streak in 
the General Assembly will come to an end 
following his loss in the House District 52 
Republican primary election on Tuesday.

Boles, a funeral home owner, had repre-
sented the district since 2008, 
when he defeated incumbent 
Republican Joe Boylan. 

The district, which previ-
ously covered most of Moore 
County, was redrawn this 
year to include only a south-
eastern portion of Moore and 
all of Richmond County.

While losing much of his 
base was a challenge to Boles, he faced an ad-
ditional hurdle when the General Assembly 
redistricting “double-bunked” him with fel-
low incumbent Rep. Ben Moss. 

The Richmond Republican was drawn out 
of his former District 66 race and into 52.

Moss, a Richmond County railroad en-
gineer, became the first-ever Republican 

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

For the 156 professional golf-
ers who will arrive next week 
for the 77th U.S. Women’s 
Open at Pine Needles Golf 
and Country Club, the sport is 
played individually.

For the Southern Pines 
Police Department, the “home 
team” law enforcement agen-
cy for the championship, a col-
lective effort will be needed to 
ensure safety for the golfers, 
spectators and staff.

“We have partnered with 
every agency that you can 
think of. In Moore County, our 
partners are technically, the 
Sheriff’s Office, Aberdeen, 
Pinehurst and us. We use 
resources from all four de-
partments. We’re also using 
resources from the Moore 
County Department of Public 
Safety. 

“Their emergency manage-
ment — well, just their staff in 
general — is helping us with 

this,” Southern Pines Deputy 
Chief Charles Campbell said. 
“On the state level, I’ve got 
the SBI, Highway Patrol and 
ALE. Everyone is helping. To 
say that this is a collaborative 
effort is the best way to put 
this.”

In recent days, Southern 
Pines police posted on social 
media the plan that will most 
directly impact the local area 
the week of the Women’s Open: 
the closure of through-traffic 
on N.C. 22 (Central Drive) be-
tween Pee Dee Road and the 
Midland Road traffic circle 
the week of the championship.

“With the way Southern 
Pines and Highway 22 is suit-
ed with the golf crossings, 
spectators and golfers will be 
crossing at multiple different 
locations. The safest way to 
make sure that no one gets 
injured is to shut that road 
down,” Campbell said.

Security Measures in Place for Open
After Upset, Boles 
Reflects on Streak
Serving District 52

see BOLES, page A8

ROAD CLOSURES, INCREASED POLICE PRESENCE

BOLES

TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Crews construct stands in a fan area at Pine 
Needles Golf and Country Club ahead of the 
U.S. Women’s Open. see OPEN, page A8

FIRST SPLASH OF THE SEASON

 TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Kids react to the cool water at the Rassie Wicker Park splash pad. The popular feature opened Friday, when temperatures 
reached 97 degrees. MORE PHOTOS AT THEPILOT.COM


