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OPINION
Pinehurst Needs to 

Balance Past, Future
Move ahead with plans for 

a new library, and reserve 

space for Tufts Archives.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Franchise Support
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

BUSINESS
Popular Restaurant 

Changes Hands
Con O’Mahoney has sold 
The Bell Tree Tavern 

to new owners.  

SPORTS
Haskell Shines for Braves
Pinecrest grad Bradlee Haskell

is UNCP’s leading scorer.
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TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Some Clouds

Feels Like: 76°
Precip: 0%
Winds: SSE at 
8 mph

SATURDAY

77°
62°

Showers

Feels Like: 75°
Precip: 55%
Winds: WSW at 

6 mph

75°
60°

More Showers

Feels Like: 73°
Precip: 81%
Winds: SSW at 

18 mph

76°
50°

Mild

Feels Like: 69°
Precip: 12%
Winds: W at 

8 mph

68°
42°
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BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Republican State Sen. Tom McInnis 
met with Pinehurst leaders Monday to 
discuss his recent bill that would end 
a pair of development moratoriums in 
the village, but he intends to pursue 
the legislation.

McInnis, a Pinehurst resident rep-
resenting District 21, which includes 
Moore County, filed the bill on Feb. 

22 in response to the Village Council’s 
two-year freeze on new commercial 
development in two small but prized 
areas of Pinehurst. The moratoriums, 
expected to last only nine months when 
they first took effect in early 2021, 
have since been extended five times by 
the council.

Many of those extensions were made 
to buy time for the council as it worked 
to reach a consensus on plans regulat-

ing residential and commercial growth 
in both areas over the next several 
decades. Those plans were finally ap-
proved last year, but the moratoriums 
have yet to be lifted.

The council has said the ongoing 
moratoriums are needed so it can es-
tablish codes to ensure the plans are 
followed by developers. 

BY ANA RISANO
Staff Writer

Aberdeen’s Board of Commissioners approved 
a rezoning request for Pinehurst Resort and 
Golf Club’s 10th golf course off N.C. 5. 

The rezoning will change nearly 920 acres of 
residential parcels to a planned development. 
The site was once home to The Pit Golf Links 
course, which closed in 2010 and was purchased 
by the Dedman family, owners of Pinehurst 
Resort, in 2011. 

Tom Pashley, president of Pinehurst Resort, 
spoke at the meeting on Monday night to share 
the resort’s excitement about the development. 

“Twice, golf was conceived and operated on 

BY ANA RISANO
Staff Writer

The Southern Pines Fire Department has 
received a grant of more than $1.1 million 
to hire six new firefighters, a welcome ad-
dition to a staff that is increasingly han-
dling more calls for service.

The Staffing for Adequate Fire and 
Emergency Response grant, issued by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
helps fire departments reduce response 
times and better manage calls through 
funding additional positions.

The department received its first SAFER 
grant in 2018 for $543,668. The department 
currently has 27 full-time firefighters who 
work across three shifts, 15 part-time 
and eight volunteer firefighters. It serves 
about 40 square miles, comprising about 

20,000 residents.
“These six additional firefighters will 

immediately impact our deployment ca-
pabilities and provide a more effective 
response,” Fire Chief Mike Cameron said 
in a statement. “The increase in emergen-
cy call volume directly correlates with the 
growth Southern Pines is experiencing, 
not only from new residents and business-
es, but also from the high number of visi-
tors traveling to or through our area.

Senator, Village Leaders Talk Moratorium Bill

Southern Pines Fire Department 

Hiring More Staff to Meet Demand

VILLAGE OF PINEHURST

see BILL, page A3

Zoning Approved

For 10th Course

TOWN OF ABERDEEN

see COURSE, page A3 see DEPARTMENT, page A4

The department responded to a historic 
number of calls in 2022 — 2,871 calls, 
a 17 percent increase from 2021. 

“

“
The increase 
in emergency 
call volume 
directly 
correlates 
with the 
growth 
Southern 
Pines is 

experiencing.

Mike Cameron

Fire chief

A BOUNTY OF BLOOMS

EMILEE PHILLIPS / The Pilot

Flowering trees, like these on Bennett Street in downtown Southern Pines, are among the first signs of spring’s arrival 
— but blooms aren’t always a welcome sight for arborists. North Carolina organizations have partnered on the “NC 
Bradford Pear Bounty” program, which will gift homeowners with native trees in exchange for proof of the invasive spe-
cies’ removal. For more information, visit treebountync.com.

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Planned modernizations of three 
school gymnasiums stand to be 
shelved in favor of more utilitari-
an repairs so that the school board 
can allocate funds to other building 
projects.

Architects told the school board’s 
construction and maintenance com-
mittee on Monday that functional 
repairs to gymnasiums at Cameron, 
Highfalls and Westmoore elemen-
tary schools can be performed for 
as little as $1.8 million.

That’s significantly less than the 
$8.5 million package of renova-
tions that the school board hired 
SfL+a Architects to design a year 
ago. That sum comes from addi-
tional money raised from when the 
county sold bonds for construc-
tion of Southern Pines, Pinehurst 
and Aberdeen elementary schools 
three years ago.

Those design plans have been 
completed, but last month the com-
mittee redirected the firm to pro-
pose a more modest set of repairs 
that address the buildings’ funda-
mental problems: leaking roofs and 
lack of air conditioning.

“While this new scope of work 
does not reflect any choices that 
you would make in terms of alter-
nates like getting rid of the boil-
ers, you can still see that it’s pared 
down significantly from where we 
were,” Jenny Purvis, Moore County 
Schools’ executive officer for oper-
ations, told the committee.

Those three gyms, along with 
those at Carthage, Sandhills Farm 
Life and Vass-Lakeview, are hold-
overs from when those campuses 
served as high schools. The gyms 
are now the only non-air-condi-
tioned spaces in Moore County 
Schools.

With the new cost estimates, 
the school board will explore re-
pairs to the gyms at Farm Life and 
Vass-Lakeview in the next year 
or so as well. Board Vice Chair 
David Hensley, who also chairs the 

SCHOOL PROJECTS

see STRATEGY, page A7


