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OPINION
Tom McInnis for

Senate District 21

He’s a pragmatic leader 
interested in good growth 
and sound fiscal governance.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Don’t Underestimate Us
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Feed Me, Seymour
Imagine Youth Theater 
presents cult classic musical 
“Little Shop of Horrors.” 

SPORTS
Defense Comes Up Clutch
North Moore stays undefeated 
in a Mid-Carolina Conference 
win that kept fans on edge.

82°
58°

MONDAY

Scattered Showers
Feels Like: 81°
Precip: 41%
Winds: SW at 9 mph

80°
45°

TUESDAY

Sunny, Cooler
Feels Like: 59°
Precip: 12%
Winds: NNW at 8 mph

58°
33°

Pinehurst

Closer to

STR Vote

INSIDE // FALL HOUSE AND GARDEN: PACKED WITH SEASONAL TIPS FROM MOORE COUNTY PROS

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

A majority of the Pinehurst 
Village Council is moving toward a 
compromise on the divisive issue of 
regulating short-term home rentals.

During its regular meeting on 
Tuesday, the council discussed a 
measure that would allow the esti-
mated 500-plus existing short-term 
rentals in the village to continue to 
operate as “non-conforming uses” 
while prohibiting new rentals in 
residential areas. 

The proposal, which is generally 
supported by three of the five coun-
cil members, stops short of a previ-
ously considered ban on short-term 
rentals in single-family neighbor-
hoods. At the same time, it seeks to 
address the proliferation of rentals 
in the village. Data from AirDNA, 
a website that tracks services like 
Airbnb and VRBO, recently showed 
a 21 percent over-the-year increase 
in rental listings for Pinehurst.

Critics of short-term rentals say 
the practice negatively affects their 
quality of life and diminishes the 
character of local neighborhoods. 
Supporters contend that short-term 
rentals benefit the local economy 
and are key to the village’s contin-
ued success as a global destination 
for golfers.

The council began to tackle the 
issue in earnest in January. Council 
member Patrick Pizzella recalled 
that the discourse surrounding 
short-term rentals initially focused 
“on two extremes.”

“Abolish them everywhere or 
permit them anywhere,” he said. 
“Over the course of 10 months, 
cooler heads have prevailed, and 
the council is getting close to adopt-
ing a sensible solution to a complex 
problem.”

He added: “The briefest way to 
summarize what we are on the cusp 
of adopting is simply to say that 
everyone who has an STR may con-
tinue to operate it, but the village of 
Pinehurst is using its zoning power 
to limit any future STRs.”

Pizzella was one of the three mem-
bers who signaled their support for 
the proposed ordinance, along with 
Jane Hogeman and Mayor John 
Strickland. 

COUNCIL INDICATES

SOME COMPROMISE

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The past year’s increase in Moore County 
Schools’ enrollment falls in line with pre-
dictions, and researchers from N.C. State 
University expect the number of students in 
public schools to grow steadily over the next 
decade.

Projections from the Operations Research 
and Education Laboratory, or OREd, a division 
of the university’s Institute for Transportation 
Research and Education, will help guide school 

board members as they create plans to expand 
and update school campuses around the county.

“This is really the first step in getting updat-
ed data as we begin to look at our master fa-
cility plan needs in the coming months,” said 
Superintendent Tim Locklair.

The district last conducted an enrollment 
growth study in 2017. That study projected that 
Moore County Schools would serve 12,919 stu-
dents this year. 

Board Turns Attention to Building Needs
CLIMBING SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

“

“When we 
really look at 
the numbers, 
the highest 
priorities 
seem to be our 
high schools.

Robert Levy
Board member

see BUILDING, page A11

EMILEE PHILLIPS / The Pilot

Lachlan Evans, Liam Evans and Miriam Pierce enjoy a lunch of sardines, saltines, Moon Pies, R.C. Cola and root beer at 
the 30th annual Sardine Festival, held Friday at Aberdeen Lake Park. Hundreds of people stock up on breath mints each 
year and enjoy lunch, entertainment and the crowning of a new Sardine Queen. This year, Emily Nickle took the crown. 
SEE MORE PHOTOS AT THEPILOT.COM

SOFISHTICATED TASTES

see RENTALS, page A10

November Election Approaches

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Candidates for the Moore 
County Board of Education all 
say that they want safe learning 
environments, small class sizes 
and ample resources made avail-
able to students and teachers. 

But they differ when it comes 
to their appraisal of how well the 
public schools currently measure 
up to those goals and whether 
they adequately prepare students 
to be “proud and successful citi-
zens” after high school.

Candidates aired those dif-
ferences in front of a packed 
Pinehurst Village Hall during a 
Thursday evening forum spon-
sored by the League of Women 
Voters of Moore County and 
the Moore County NAACP. Jo 
Nicholas, president of the League 
of Women Voters of North 
Carolina and a Moore County res-
ident, moderated.

There are six candidates run-
ning for three open seats. 

Six School Board Candidates
Take Part in Second Forum

see FORUM, page A9

BY SAM HUDSON
Staff Writer 

Democrat Ben Clark and 
Republican Richard Hudson are run-
ning to represent North Carolina’s 
9th Congressional District, which 
includes Randolph, Hoke, Harnett, 
Chatham, Cumberland, Lee, Moore, 
Richmond and Scotland counties.

Currently, Ben Clark is a member 
of the North Carolina State Senate, 
representing District 21 since 2013. 
Incumbent Richard Hudson, who 
also assumed office in 2013, current-
ly represents North Carolina's 8th 
Congressional District. 

As the result of the reconfigured 
House boundaries, Hudson decid-

ed to run in the newly formed 9th 
District rather than run in a new 
12th District. Hudson had previ-
ously represented most of the coun-
ties in the new 9th, including areas 
around Fort Bragg.

Clark had previously represented 
a pocket of Moore County in the state 
senate, but also as a result of the re-
configured boundaries, District 21 
now includes more of Moore County. 

Who They Are
Ben Clark, 62, is from Fayetteville 

and currently lives in Raeford. He 
is married to Dion and they have 

Clark, Hudson Face Off for Congress

CLARK

HUDSON see CONGRESS, page A11

Trailblazing Lawyer Honored at Courthouse
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY

Staff Writer

Friends and colleagues of the late 
Herman Thompson gathered at the 
Moore County courthouse on Friday 
to celebrate the trailblazing lawyer on 
what would have been his 92nd birth-
day. 

Thompson, who died in August, was a 
young civil rights organizer in Missouri 

when the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
urged him to pursue a career in law. 
He took King’s advice, obtaining a law 
degree from Howard University and 
working as an assistant U.S. district 
attorney in Charlotte before moving 
to Southern Pines to establish his own 
practice in 1982.

Thompson was the first — and for 
decades, the only — Black lawyer in 

Moore County. During Friday’s event, 
Superior Court Judge James Webb 
recalled that Thompson appeared in 
front of him “many, many, many, many 
times representing many, many people 
charged with crimes.”

Webb said Thompson, who he had 
known for 40 years, would regularly 

see THOMPSON, page A10


