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OPINION
Extra Bond Money

Can Have Impact
County commissioners can

allocate it to better use than

just construction debt.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
A Shameful Act
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Rainy Day Reads
Features Editor Faye Dasen

offers her picks for some

fun new mystery books.

SPORTS 
Kickoff Time
North Moore, Pinecrest and 

Union Pines get ready for 

the new football season.
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Rain
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Precip: 70%
Winds: SSW at 8 mph
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TUESDAY

Rain
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Winds: WSW at 6 mph
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Schools Seeking More 
Freedom with Calendar

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The Moore County Board of Education has already 
adopted an academic calendar for the coming year, but 
a local bill pending review in a state legislative com-
mittee could give Moore County Schools the latitude to 
start the school year earlier in August.

School board members have long lobbied for more 
flexibility from the state when it comes to decisions 
about when the school year starts and ends. But in 
addition to mandating that the school year have 185 
days, or 1,025 hours of class time, North Carolina also 
sets fairly tight limits on when that class time can be 
scheduled.

Current state law prohibits schools from starting 
earlier than the Monday closest to Aug. 26, and sets 
the Friday closest to June 11 as the last possible end 
date. Charter and year-round schools are exempt from 
those guidelines. That has the greatest effect on high 
school students, who are usually left taking exams and 
state End-of-Course tests for their fall semester class-
es in mid-January rather than closing out the semester 

before Christmas break.
“One of the board’s legislative priorities has cen-

tered on calendar flexibility in past years, especially 
in respect to the desire to end the first semester prior 
to the December break and provide more alignment 
with the community college calendar,” Mike Metcalf, 
Moore County Schools executive officer for academ-
ics and student support services, told the board earlier 
this month. 

Nearly two years ago the school board attempted 
to circumvent the state’s school calendar law with 
the passage of what was labeled an “innovative year-
round” calendar that would have started the 2020-2021 
year on Aug. 10 and included a pair of four-week “in-
tersessions” during the coming summer. 

“We thought that it would meet the definition of a 
year-round calendar. Other districts were doing that, 
we were modeling around that. However, we were 
informed that would not be allowed by the General 
Assembly, so we had to push that to the side,” said 

see CALENDAR, page A5

Urgency
For Tax
Growing

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Moore County has spent the better part of 
five years debating whether to raise the ho-
tel occupancy room tax visitors pay, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its sweeping impact 
on local tourism has rekindled the tax discus-
sion, this time with more urgency.

“The key word is opportunity. It is an op-
portunity,” said Board of Commissioners 
Chairman Frank Quis, offering no promises or 
concessions in brief remarks during a meeting 
Thursday of the local Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

The “room tax,” as it’s better known, is cur-
rently set at 3 percent on a visitor’s hotel bill, 
and raises about $1.7 million a year that is 
directed to the CVB. State law requires that 
two-thirds of revenue generated be used to 
promote travel and tourism initiatives. The 
balance can be spent on tourism-related ex-
penditures.

Moore County actually lags behind most oth-
er counties with a strong tourism sector. In 
those coastal, mountain and urban counties, 
the room tax is at least 6 percent.

The Moore County Board of Commissioners 
received permission in 2015 from the legisla-
ture to raise the tax up to 6 percent. The board, 
however, never felt comfortable raising the 
tax — until possibly now. In the wake of the 
global pandemic, area hoteliers have seen a 30 
percent drop in sales, and local restaurants, 
bars, retailers and others who see business 

TOURISM PROMOTION

Audio Quirks Can’t Derail Prayerful Moment
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY

Staff Writer

Technical difficulties made for a memorable online 
invocation in Moore County on Tuesday, proving that 
the Lord networks in mysterious ways.

The Rev. Rick Martindale of First Presbyterian 
Church in Carthage had been asked to open this 
month’s meeting of the county commissioners, con-
ducted over the videoconferencing app WebEx, with a 
prayer, but an audio issue caused the minister to miss 
his cue.

For several minutes, the 26 other people partici-
pating in the meeting watched as Martindale waited 
patiently in front of his computer screen for a signal 
to begin the invocation. He appeared oblivious to the 
commissioners’ increasingly creative attempts to get 
his attention.

After repeatedly calling out Martindale’s name to no 
avail, Commissioner Frank Quis scribbled “PRAY” on 
a sheet of notebook paper and held it up to the cam-
era. Misty Leland, attorney for the county, later did 
the same.

Commissioner Catherine Graham, who lives in 
Carthage, at one point offered to step outside her 
home and “scream” at the preacher.

“Being a Baptist, I can say this: He must be part 

NOW HEAR THIS

see PRAYER, page A5

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

Shoppers break out foul weather gear for the bitter cold rain while running errands at local supermarkets in 
Pinehurst Thursday afternoon. A chance of rain returns Monday, but highs in the 60s are coming this week.

HOW SOON TO SPRING?

Distillery Campus 
Proposed For 

Southern Pines
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

Moore County, home to four microbreweries 
and a cider house, may soon have a new offer-
ing on the spectrum of spirits.

A Southern Pines couple with strong ties to 
the military community received an enthusias-
tic approval Thursday for their plans to build 
a resort-like distillery campus off U.S. 1 at 
Yadkin Road.

Brad and Jessica Halling of Rickhouse 
Properties have submitted a rezoning appli-
cation and a conceptual plan for the American 
Whiskey Co. project. Plans call for developing 
4 acres of an existing 15-acre site in the town’s 
light-industrial area.

The Hallings’ four-phase plan includes con-
struction of a distilled spirits plant with pro-
duction and storage facilities, plus a cocktail 
bar, commercial kitchen and restaurant, retail 
area, office space for the business, and private 
tasting areas. Later phases include expansion 
of the plant and construction of additional 
storage facilities, in addition to an outdoor 
stage and entertainment area facing the wood-
ed rear portion of the property.

“This is a post-military retirement pur-
pose-driven project for us,” Jessica Halling 
said, noting the couple spent considerable time 
discussing what kind of business they wanted 
to bring to the community. “We are surround-
ed by so many military and civilians who are 
extraordinary quiet professionals. We felt that 
whiskey, because whiskey and soldiers go to-
gether, is just an amazing medium to send 
messages of gratitude and thanks to these ex-

AMERICAN WHISKEY CO.

BOARD OF EDUCATION

see TAX, page A4

see DISTILLERY, page A2

COLLAGE BY JAYMIE BAXLEY/The Pilot 

Commissioners and county employees point to the 
Rev. Rick Martindale during an online meeting. 


