
Vol. 101, No. 53 34 Pages Southern Pines, N.C. Price $1.50
S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  4 ,  2021S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  4 ,  2021

WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 93°
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OPINION
Words From the

Founding Fathers
A tribute to our nation’s 245th
birthday with a passage from
the Declaration of Independence.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Let’s Be Good Neighbors
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Magical Mystery Tour
Quirky characters and fun
plot twists abound in this
lineup of quick summer reads.

SPORTS 
Rain Shifts Schedule
The round of 16 was put on 
hold during the North & South 
Amateur on Friday morning.

88°
64°

MONDAY

Mostly Sunny
Feels Like: 98°
Precip: 10%
Winds: SSW at 6 mph

91°
66°

TUESDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 96°
Precip: 10%
Winds: SSW at 6 mph

90°
69°

Revival 
Project 
Nixed

DOWNTOWN ABERDEEN

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

A Southern Pines couple known for 
rehabilitating historic houses had 
hoped to breathe new life into one of 
Aberdeen’s oldest buildings, but that 
now appears to have failed.

Caroline and Donald Naysmith sub-
mitted a request earlier this year to 
rezone a 124-year-old house in the 300 
block of East Main Street. The house, 
which once belonged to businessman 
J.F. Allred, was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1989.

The Naysmiths wanted the residen-
tially zoned property to be included 
in the town’s commercial district, a 
designation Donald Naysmith said 
would have allowed the building to host 
“low-impact businesses” like a gift shop 
and a Thai cafe. But the town’s Historic 
Preservation Commission and plan-
ning board both recommended that the 
Aberdeen Board of Commissioners re-
ject the couple’s request.

Addressing the commissioners 
last week, Planning Director Justin 
Westbrook said his staff did not feel 
that the requested zoning was “ap-
propriate for its proposed location” in 
downtown Aberdeen.

“Staff feels that the type of develop-
ment (the Naysmiths) have described 
to us may serve a benefit to the town,” 
he said. “However, my recommenda-
tion is that it is unchecked. (...) I cannot 
guarantee to this board or anybody else 
that they will always be the owner, and 
that they will always follow everything 
that they’ve described here tonight, and 
I can’t stress that enough.”

Multiple board members voiced 
concerns about rezoning the proper-

STAR-SPANGLED CELEBRATION

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Living in a substandard, overcrowded home is not the life that 
Jessica Anderson envisioned for herself or her family. Nor was liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck in an endless spiral trying to balance 
work, bills and child care costs.

A Navy veteran and Pinecrest High graduate, Anderson’s precar-
ious financial situation worsened when her marriage dissolved and 
she was granted sole custody of her two children. She returned to 
Moore County, living in a modest apartment and later with her par-
ents in Aberdeen to save money.

Earlier this year, she received news that will change her life 
forever. Anderson was chosen by Habitat for Humanity of the NC 
Sandhills as the recipient of its Veterans Build project. Construction 
is scheduled to begin this fall on donated land off U.S. 15-501 be-

Habitat Offers Veteran  
A Hand on New House

In my office, I have pictures 
of former Pilot Publishers 
Katharine Boyd and Sam Ragan 
prominently displayed on the 
wall.

Whenever I’m trying to make a 
difficult decision, I imagine that 
these two Pilot legends can see 
and hear everything that happens 
in my office. Then, I wonder how 
they might handle the issue at 
hand.

That little exercise usually 
helps me arrive at a better choice. 
And, more often than not, it’s the 
right one.

I’ve been thinking about my 
predecessors a lot lately. That’s 
because this week marked my 
25th anniversary publishing The 
Pilot.

Ms. Boyd served this communi-
ty for 24 years as publisher, while 
Mr. Ragan edited and published 
The Pilot for 28 years. It’s one 
of my career goals to match my 
predecessors’ longevity as well 
as their records of journalistic 
excellence.

With a little luck, I’ll reach that 
goal in the summer of 2024 — just 
after this community finishes 

hosting its fourth U.S. Open. As 
for their newspapering prowess, 
well, that’s still a work in prog-
ress.  

The Pilot has had just three pub-
lishers in the last 77 years. These 
days, more than a few news orga-
nizations can count that many in 
one year. I like to think all of that 
leadership stability and continui-
ty has enabled The Pilot to serve 
this special community with 
much more depth and insight.

The key element that distin-

FROM THE PUBLISHER

25 Years Later, Still a Wonderful Decision

see DECISION, page A6

see PROJECT, page A5

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Sandhills Children’s Center, top, had to cancel its holiday parade Friday due to the rain. They held a mini one with children 
riding a covered wagon and a fire engine through the school corridors. Meanwhile, Moore County residents got creative 
with their decorations ahead of the Fourth of July holiday. Festivities continue tonight with fireworks at Aberdeen Lake.

see HABITAT, page A4

VETERAN BUILD PROJECT

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Developer Blaine East shared new 
details about his plan for Little River 
Resort with the Carthage Board of 
Commissioners on Wednesday. 

The Apex businessman has spear-
headed several commercial projects 
in Moore County over the years, in-
cluding the Southern Pines shopping 
center currently anchored by Kohl’s 
on Brucewood Road.

East told the commissioners that 
Little River, which he and his associ-
ates bought in March, will be one of 
his largest ventures to date. 

“I’m going to leave this as my leg-
acy,” he said.

A medical complex, shopping pla-
za, vineyard and celebrity chef-af-
filiated restaurant are among the 
attractions East hopes to place on 
the 585-acre property. The overall 
concept is similar to an ambitious 
mixed-use development that East 
pitched to Pinehurst leaders in 2014 

Developer Talks  
Big Plans for 
Little River Site

see PLANS, page A3
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