
Volunteers are 
needed for the 
giveaway, which 
begins at 8 a.m. 
Christmas Day 
at the Aberdeen 
Walmart. To get 
more info on 
volunteering or 
donating, call 
(910) 639-4048. 
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OPINION
Our Biggest Gifts

Are Acts of Grace
In this stressful shopping season, 

shopping small (and patiently) is 

a gift to the local economy.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
What’s the Plan?
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Don’t Nix the Mix
‘Cake Doctor’ brings her fixes 
for store-bought cake mixes to 
The Country Bookshop.

SPORTS
Soccer Seniors Earn Honors
Pinecrest students honored by 

NC Soccer Coaches Association, 
added to roster of all-state team.

61°
32°

MONDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 56°
Precip: 0%
Winds: NNW at 6 mph

54°
24°

TUESDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 63°
Precip: 6%
Winds: SW at 6 mph

62°
27°

BY DEBORAH SALOMON
Features Writer

Project Santa has outlasted cold, 
wind, rain — even COVID-19 — but 
it was a little questionable if there 
would be a 2021 version.

Last Christmas the event, which 
has given away thousands of bikes to 
children, moved from a parking lot 
in downtown Southern Pines to the 
Walmart lot in Aberdeen. Distribution 
methods were streamlined. A second 
distribution in Robbins was canceled. 
Founder Earl Wright announced that 

after 25 years, this would be his last.
“Earl was in a deep depression af-

ter his son was killed,” explained 
Wright’s longtime partner Sharon 
Thompson. 

Who would pilot the sleigh? Who 
has the skills to bring a bike back to 
life, the personality to carry on?

Those questions have since become 
irrelevant, since the specter of disap-
pointed children and the encourage-
ment of friends changed his mind.

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Southern Pines maintains more 
than 82 miles of roads, two fire sta-
tions, a police station, multiple oth-
er buildings, recreational facilities, 
the Morganton Road sports com-
plex and the Douglass Community 
Center. 

In addition, the town operates an 
expansive network of water and 
sewer lines and a water treatment 
plant.

Keeping these assets shipshape 
for the town to conduct business 
and engage with the community 
— while balancing annual operat-
ing expenses — requires plenty of 
forethought.

Assistant Town Manager Jessica 
Roth presented a new 10-year 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
to town leaders on Monday, Nov. 
22. Once approved, it will provide 
a forecasting tool to schedule out 
major expenditures between fiscal 
years 2023-2033.

Also known as a Community 
Investment Program, the CIP was 
developed with current economic 
realities in mind, Roth said. That 
includes slipping interest rates on 
investment income, and increasing 
costs for materials and contracting 
work due to high demand and limit-
ed availability.

Council

Reviews

Forecast

SOUTHERN PINES LOOKS 

AT LONG-RANGE PLANS

DONATIONS 

STILL NEEDED: 

Project Santa is in need 
of bicycles and funding. 
Fixable bicycles may be 
dropped off at 291 South 
Mechanic St. in West 
Southern Pines. Financial 
donations are accepted 
at Woodforest National 
Bank inside Walmart.

BICYCLE GIVEAWAY

Project Santa Makes Plans for This Year

see PROJECT SANTA, page A6

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer 

The state’s allocation of $9.6 million 
to repair the broken dam at Woodlake 
has lifted the mood among residents of 
the embattled subdivision, which now 
has a clear path to filling its centerpiece 
lake with water for the first time since 
2016.

“It’s the best news we’ve had in years,” 
said Charlie Jones, a longtime resident 
of Woodlake. 

“There are a fair number of steps in-
volved in getting from a piece of paper 
in the legislature to water in the lake, but 

the lynchpin is obviously that funding.”
Jones is co-chairman of the Restore 

Woodlake Committee, a group of prop-
erty owners that won a class action law-
suit in 2018 against Woodlake CC Corp., 
the German company that previously 
owned the subdivision. The committee 
alleged that the company’s negligence 
led to the loss of the lake, adversely af-
fecting residents’ property values and 
quality of life.

Concerns about flooding prompted 

state officials to drain the 1,200-acre 
lake following Hurricane Matthew in 
October 2016. The N.C. Department of 
Environmental Quality later ordered 
Woodlake CC Corp. to breach the dam, 
which had fallen into disrepair after 
years of deferred maintenance, to pre-
vent water from pooling in the empty 
lake. 

Spirits Rising at Woodlake as Dam Repair Gets Funding

see FORECAST, page A6

THE THRILL OF THE HUNT

PHOTOS BY DIANE MCKAY / Special to The Pilot

A record crowd gathered at Buchan Field and Lyell’s 
Meadow in Southern Pines on Thanksgiving morning 
to celebrate the 107th Opening Meet of Moore County 
Hounds, continuing the tradition of extravagant holiday 
tailgate spreads. The annual Blessing of the Hounds was 
officiated by the Rev. Dr. John R. Jacobs of The Village 
Chapel in Pinehurst.    MORE PHOTOS ON THEPILOT.COM

see WOODLAKE, page A4

‘It Looks Like We’re On a Road to Recovery’
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The lake, now overgrown with vegetation


