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OPINION
Setting a Course

For More Growth
Pinehurst Resort’s new golf 
course will have impact felt 
well beyond the fairways. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Congressional Woes
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Homegrown Talent
A local songwriter has 
been selected as a finalist for 
the NC Ag Star competition.

SPORTS
Strength in Numbers
Pinecrest bench provides 
lift in basketball win 
over Apex Friendship.
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Pinehurst
Stalls DOT
Proposals

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The Pinehurst Village Council is 
not prepared to accept either of 
the dramatic changes that engi-
neers have proposed to improve the 
Traffic Circle by the end of this de-
cade.

That means that any meaningful 
fix for the circle is almost certain to 
lose its place in line for funding in the 
N.C. Department of Transportation’s 
current highway improvement pro-
gram.

The intersection of N.C. 2, N.C. 22 
and U.S. 15-501 handles some 50,000 
vehicles on any given day, and pro-
jections indicate that number will 
only rise in the coming years. The 
state has studied issues at the circle 
for the past decade, and has pre-
sented a series of concepts over the 
years designed to move cars through 
the intersection more efficiently.

None of them has ever produced 
an enthusiastic response from 
Pinehurst leaders. While officials 
have weighed the circle’s functional 
deficiencies against its status as part 
of Pinehurst’s Historic Landmark 
District, the increasing burden on 
the circle and updated traffic pro-
jections have narrowed the set of 
viable options.

CHANGES TO 

TRAFFIC CIRCLE

see CIRCLE, page A3

BY ANA RISANO
Staff Writer

The Martin Luther King Jr. Day march and following pro-
gram were anything but quiet, a testament to this year’s 
theme: “joining voices to pierce the silence.”

The annual march returned after two years of virtual pro-
gramming because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

About 200 people gathered at the Southern Pines 
Downtown Park on Monday morning before walking togeth-
er to the West Southern Pines Center for African American 
History, Cultural Arts and Business. 

The Southern Pines Land and Housing Trust bought the 
Center, previously the Southern Pines Primary School, af-
ter more than two years of legal battles for $685,000. They 
recently received clearance to utilize and lease out the au-
ditorium for events. 

The march followed South East Broad Street, wrapped 
around the Southern Pines train station and headed back 
towards Pennsylvania Avenue via South West Broad Street. 

Marchers sang hymns and raised chants along the route. 
Some children chanted MLK’s name. Others made calls for 
justice for their children.  

The journey continued along Pennsylvania Avenue. As the 
group traveled past Trinity A.M.E. Zion, a speaker from the 
churchyard amplified quotes from Martin Luther King Jr. 

‘PIERCING THE SILENCE’

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

After a pandemic hiatus, Moore County’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day march returned this year with the theme “joining 
voices to pierce the silence.” Marchers walked from the Southern Pines Downtown Park to the West Southern Pines Center, 
where a program was held featuring speakers and songs.

see MARCH, page A4
Dante Poole, principal of Aberdeen Elementary 
School, delivers the program’s keynote address.

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The Moore County Sheriff’s Office 
is expected to add a SWAT vehicle 
to its fleet following the county com-
missioners’ approval of a $300,782 
contract with Massachusetts-based 
manufacturer Lenco Industries.

During their regular meeting on 
Jan. 10, the commissioners voted 
to enter into a contract with Lenco 
to assemble a BearCat G3 tacti-
cal vehicle for the Sheriff’s Office. 
The agency’s need for an armored 
automobile was first expressed to 
the board in October by Maj. Andy 
Conway, who said the vehicle would 
be used in “various rescue and re-
covery operations.”

 “Over the last few years there 
have been numerous instances in 
Moore County in which a tactical 
vehicle would have been or has been 
used to address specific high-risk in-
cidents posed to law enforcement,” 
Conway said at the time, adding that 
three such incidents had occurred 
in recent months. “We have had to 
request the assistance of Richmond 
County to use their BearCat in all 
three of those.”

In each of the incidents, he said, 
law enforcers were “called upon 
to de-escalate and neutralize” a 

County to 
Purchase
SWAT Car  

see SWAT, page A3

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

A week before the town of Robbins 
was to submit its 2021-22 yearly audit to 
the state, town officials hit a snag. 

The William Huneycutt Accounting 
Firm, who the town had contracted with 
to complete its audit, informed the town 
it would not be able to complete it.

Town Manager Clint Mack reported 
this news to the town board of commis-
sioners at its meeting Thursday. Since 
the town has been playing catch-up af-
ter being behind on several years’ worth 
of audits, which cost the town chances 
at potential funding opportunities, the 

news came as even more of a shock. 
“I wanted to sign the contract be-

fore Dec. 31, so they would know we 
are working on it before the deadline. 
He got back to me and said he didn’t 
think he was going to finish on time, and 
they’re not going to do any audits any-
more,” Mack said.

Huneycutt told The Pilot that stepping 
away from completing the town’s audit 
is a “business decision.”

“My firm merged with a firm in 
Lexington in October of last year. As a 

firm, we have moved away from munic-
ipal audits,” Huneycutt said, citing the 
large amount of work required to com-
plete a municipal audit for a small firm 
like his.

The audit for last fiscal year was due 
on Dec. 31, with a chance at leeway with 
that date due to extenuating circum-
stances. Mack said he has reached out 
to more than a dozen firms who handle 
audits for municipalities for work to get 

Robbins Begins Search for New Auditor

see ROBBINS, page A3

Firm Switches Gears as Deadline Approaches

Local Events Honor MLK, 
Celebrate Community Voices


