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WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Mostly Sunny
Winds: WNW at 7

 AM High:      89°

 PM Low:      69°

Partly Cloudy
Winds: W at 9

 AM High:     85°

 PM Low: 67°

AM Showers
Winds: NNW at 8

 AM High:       87°

 PM Low:       69°

SATURDAY

Partly Cloudy
Winds: WSW at 9

AM High: 92°

 PM Low: 73°
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Home Comes Face-to-Face
With Solution on Visitation

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

For an off-the-beaten-track 
elementary school, Sandhills 
Farm Life has observed its 
fair share of momentous tran-
sitions in the last 160 years. 
And at the end of this month, 
it will record another with the 
retirement of Nora McNeill, 
the second-longest-serving 
principal in the school’s his-
tory.

For 25 years, McNeill has 
led the school. It is known by 
the generations of students 
who have attended it — in 
some cases, all in the same 
family — as “Farm Life.” 
That’s an homage to the years 
before and during the Great 
Depression, when it was a 
residential high school des-
ignated by the state to teach 

As Farm Life Principal, 
McNeill’s Caring Shone

see MCNEILL, page A4

JAYMIE BAXLEY/The Pilot

Certified nursing assistants Rosalind Stroman, left, and Shelia Orr give a demonstration of the newly installed 
visitation booth at Magnolia Gardens Assisted Living in Southern Pines.

A SPECIAL GEM

Virus

Tests

Clinic
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

A colorectal surgeon with Pinehurst 
Surgical Clinic has tested positive for 
COVID-19 after first experiencing symp-
toms over the weekend.

Dr. Reid Vegeler said he promptly contact-
ed Dr. Paul Jawanda, an infectious disease 
specialist at FirstHealth of the Carolinas, 
when he began having chills and some gen-

eralized body aches around 1 
p.m. on Saturday afternoon. 
Vegeler was tested the same 
day and received his result 
on Sunday.

He is currently resting at 
home under self-quarantine 
with his wife, who has not 
displayed any symptoms at 
this time.

“We have a great network of commu-
nication with our surgeons and staff. Dr. 
Vegeler did an outstanding job of commu-
nicating with our internal processes and 
FirstHealth,” said Charles Gregg, CEO of 
Pinehurst Surgical Clinic (PSC).

Vegeler called the patients he’d seen over 
the course of the past week to alert them of 
his condition on Sunday. In addition, nine 
members of the PSC staff who work with or 
near Vegeler have been tested for the novel 
coronavirus. None of those cases tested pos-
itive.

At 40 years old and with no underlying med-
ical conditions, Vegeler is not included in any 
at-risk categories for COVID-19. He is also 
known for being meticulous with following 
all recommended precautionary measures.

see CLINIC, page A3

I SEE YOU – FINALLY

OPINION
New SCC Program

Builds Kids’ Future
Classes in skilled trades

can give them a leg up on

a real career by age 18.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
More Big Boxes Wanted
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Sweet, Sour, Spicy!
With fresh fruit season

in full gear, now’s the time
to try homemade chutney.

BUSINESS
Up, Up and Away
JSX partners with Pinehurst 

Resort to offer nonstop

flights to Moore County.

SURGEON RECOVERING

Stay updated with email newsletters 
from The Pilot, delivered to your 
inbox. Click thepilotbriefing.com 

and enter your email address.

County Adopts 

Budget, Holds 

Tax Rate Steady
BY DAVID SINCLAIR

Managing Editor

Moore County Commissioners voted unan-
imously Tuesday afternoon to adopt a budget 
for the coming year that holds the line on taxes 
and reduces funding for public schools’ opera-
tional expenses.

The $115.7 million general fund budget for 
fiscal year 2020-2021 amounts to a 1.5 percent 
increase over the current fiscal year. It keeps 
the property tax rate unchanged at 51 cents 
for each $100 of value.

The advanced life support tax to support the 
county’s emergency medical system, paid by 
all county property owners, would remain at 4 
cents. The fire service tax also would remain 
unchanged for the second year at 9.5 cents. 
That tax is paid by those living in unincorpo-
rated areas.

2020-21 SPENDING

see BUDGET, page A11

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Like most people in long-term care facilities, many 
residents of Magnolia Gardens in Southern Pines have 
gone months without seeing their loved ones in person.

In early March, the assisted living community began 
restricting visitors in an effort to curtail the spread of 
the coronavirus. While some residents were still able 
to communicate Rapunzel-style through their windows 
with visiting friends and family members, people in 
harder-to-reach areas of the building were forced to 
make do with FaceTime calls.

Debbie Ogburn, president of Magnolia Gardens, re-
cently saw a social media post about a makeshift stall 

designed to shield users from the respiratory droplets 
that spread COVID-19, the disease caused by the coro-
navirus. Inspired by the idea, she asked the facility’s 
maintenance director to build a similar solution for 
residents. 

The finished product includes a tall Plexiglas screen 
flanked by plastic tarps. It’s mounted to the awning of 
the building’s main office, where nurses keep watch 
through windows to ensure residents are maintaining 
social distance.

The outdoor booth does not appear to run afoul of 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s executive order outlining “risk mit-
igation measures” at long-term care facilities. Ogburn 

see VISITATION, page A3
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Nora McNeill has served as principal of 
Sandhills Farm Life School for 25 years, mak-
ing her the second-longest-serving principal in 
the school’s history.
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