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OPINION
Living with COVID 

Requires More of Us
Simple common sense and

responsible risk management

are key to going forward.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Help Bus Drivers
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Easy as Pie
Carol Johnson’s mincemeat
pie adds a touch of Jolly

Olde England to Christmas.

BUSINESS
Year of the Pig 
A much-loved area 

restaurant is well on 

the road to reopening. 
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TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Partly Sunny

Feels Like: 61°
Precip: 2%
Winds: N at 
5 mph

SATURDAY

57°
34°

Partly Sunny

Feels Like: 65°
Precip: 3%
Winds: SSW at 
6 mph

66°
47°

Showers

Feels Like: 72°
Precip: 7%
Winds: SW at 
6 mph

73°
57°

Cloudy

Feels Like: 72°
Precip: 70%
Winds: SSW at 
8 mph

74°
50°
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School 
Masks 
Optional

NEW POLICY

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

For the first time since Moore 
County Schools resumed in-class 
instruction in the fall of 2020, stu-
dents and staff may choose not to 
wear face coverings indoors.

The Moore County Board of 
Education unanimously approved 
an immediate shift Monday night 
to a mask-optional policy. That pol-
icy will maintain required mask-
ing on school and activity buses.

“I hope we will communicate 
to our teachers, because there 
will be some children who will be 
masked and some children who 
will not be masked, and communi-
cate to our parents that we respect 
their choice,” said board member 
Robert Levy. “It is masking-op-
tional, it is choice, and our job with 
Moore County Schools is to make 
sure our teachers and our students 
respect the choice that is being 
made by the individual parents 
and the individual students.”

The vote reflected an about-face 
in advice from district adminis-
trators. A week earlier, they sig-
naled that they would recommend 
a mask mandate remain in place 
— as they have every month since 
August, when the state delegated to 
local school boards the decision on 
whether or not to require masks. 

Since the start of the school 
year, numerous speakers have ad-
dressed the school board to protest 
the ongoing mask mandate.

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools staff will 
receive financial bonuses next 
month and added breathing room 
in their schedules in February and 
March.

The Board of Education respond-
ed to teachers’ pleas for relief by 
approving both measures Monday 
night. A locally funded bonus of 
$1,000 for teachers and other li-
censed employees and $1,500 for 
full-time supporting staff will sup-

plement state bonuses.
The board also approved chang-

es to the spring semester calendar: 
adding early release days on Friday, 
Feb. 18, and Wednesday, March 16. 
Both had been scheduled as full 
school days. In addition, Feb. 21 had 
been a required teacher workday, 
but will now be optional.

That gives teachers the option of 
a three-and-a-half-day weekend in 
mid-February, which is normally a 
fully scheduled month.

Representatives of the Moore 

County Association of Educators 
read into the record comments 
from their colleagues who have 
been overwhelmed by the demands 
of teaching this year: both dealing 
with students relearning how to fo-
cus after a year of virtual learning 
and compensating for teacher short-
ages.

“I am exhausted and numb when I 
get home every evening this year, as 
are my co-workers. 

Board Approves Bonus and Break for County’s Teachers

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Minhas Furniture House, a family-owned 
furniture manufacturer based in Canada, 
is expanding its operational facilities in 
Robbins.

The company, which also does business as 
Flair, anticipates the cost to renovate its build-
ing on Hemp Street will run $400,000, with a 
total project investment of over $2.4 million.

The town of Robbins has been awarded a 

$74,000 building reuse grant approved by the 
N.C. Rural Infrastructure Authority to sup-
port the expansion.

“It made perfect sense seizing the oppor-
tunity to support Minhas and its impressive 
expansion within the town of Robbins,” said 
Town Manager Clint Mack. “Minhas rep-
resents the growth and job creation our com-
munity values and welcomes.” 

Grant Awarded to Furniture Maker
ROBBINS

see MINHAS, page A6

Minhas Furniture 
House expects to 
double its work-
force in the next 
five years by 
adding another 
50 positions.

COURTESY OF 
PARTNERS IN PROGRESS

SANTA ARRIVES VIA AIRMAIL

‘EXHAUSTED AND NUMB’

see MASKS, page A6

see BONUS, page A6

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Santa piloted his sleigh to the Gilliam-McConnell Airfield Saturday, continuing his tradition of visiting the Pik N Pig each 
Christmas season. Food trucks, including the Pik N Pig’s, served up lunch as work continued on the restaurant’s rebuild in 
the background. SEE AN UPDATE ON THE RESTAURANT’S PROGRESS ON PAGE B3.

FILE PHOTO BY TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Teachers at McDeeds Creek Elementary School pre-
pare for students to return to school last January.


