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OPINION
Do Your Duty, 

Vote on Tuesday
The elections being contested
represent the most important
races affecting local residents.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Teachable Moments
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
‘Equine and More’
ACMC’s November exhibit
showcases the work of
three innovative artists. 

SPORTS 
First Tee Earns Grant
The First Tee-Sandhills 
received $12,000 from the 
USGA’s IDEA grant program.

70°
41°

MONDAY

Lots of Sun
Feels Like: 71°
Precip: 4%
Winds: NW at 5 mph

69°
41°

TUESDAY

Mostly Sunny
Feels Like: 74°
Precip: 10%
Winds: NW at 4 mph

70°
46°

Grimesey to Retire as Schools Superintendent

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Two weeks after accusing 
fellow elected officials Lydia 
Boesch and Kevin Drum of 
separate, independent viola-
tions of its internal code of 
ethics, the Pinehurst Village 
Council stopped short on 
Tuesday of a vote to repri-
mand either of them.

During its Oct. 12 meeting, 
the Village Council opened 
discussion of whether or not 
Boesch broke with its ethical 
guidelines by meeting pri-
vately with Pinehurst’s police 
chief last month to gauge his 
opinion of Village Manager 
Jeff Sanborn’s leadership and 
job performance. 

Drum is also accused of 
running afoul of those rules 
in email interactions with 
the president of Pinehurst 
Business Partners, in which 
he bluntly denigrated her 
leadership and the direction 
of the organization.

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writers

Dozens of candidates are vying 
for one of 37 local government seats 
that will be determined in Tuesday’s 
election. Voters who live in one of 
Moore County’s 11 municipalities 
are eligible to cast a ballot.

Polling sites will be open in 20 of 
the county’s 26 precincts on Tuesday, 
Nov. 2, from 6:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.

Registered, eligible municipal vot-
ers must go to their assigned polling 
place. If you’re unsure where to go, 
the polling site location is listed on 
your voter registration card or you 
can look up your precinct online at 
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/PPLkup/.

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools 
Superintendent Robert Grimesey will 
retire in January after more than sev-
en years at the helm of the county’s 
public schools.

Moore County Schools announced his 
plans Friday afternoon in letters sent 
to the Board of Education and one to 
the staff. His final day will be Jan. 31.

“I turned 65 last June, and my mind 
and body remind me of that daily. With 
20-plus years of uninterrupted service 
as a superintendent in two states, I 

am one of the two most experienced 
superintendents in North Carolina,” 
Grimesey said after Friday’s an-
nouncement.

“I am among a rapidly shrinking 
number of people in my profession 
who have served for over 38 years. The 
time has come for me to allow a young-
er person to provide the energetic and 
imaginative leadership that our Moore 
County Schools students and staff 
members deserve.”

Grimesey came to Moore County 
after more than 30 years as an educa-
tor and administrator in Virginia. A 

passionate leader unafraid to show his 
emotions, Grimesey will retire from 
a district fundamentally changed un-
der his leadership. From his first day, 
Grimesey said that he was “first and 
foremost” an educator. 

“I am a teacher who happens to be 
a superintendent,” he said. “My skill 
set, temperament, personality and vi-
sion are to be totally devoted to the ed-
ucation of children under college age. 
The classroom is my community.”

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Mitch Capel remembers seeing 
crosses burning near Cardinal 
Park when he was a child.

The park was built along the 
shore of a spring-fed lake in 
Pinebluff by Capel’s parents in 
the early 1960s. At the time, it was 
one of the few places in Moore 
County where Black people could 
go swimming.

Capel’s father, the late Felton 
Capel, was known for breaking 
racial barriers. He led the push 
to integrate local schools and was 
the first Black person elected to 
the Southern Pines Town Council.

Choking back tears as he looked 
down at the wristwatch he inher-
ited from his father, Mitch Capel 
recalled a recent incident at 
Cardinal Park that is now being 
investigated as a hate crime.

“I never thought in a million 

years that I’d still be fighting the 
same battles that my father and 
our ancestors fought,” he said.

Capel spoke publicly about the 
incident for the first time during 
a community forum on racial in-
tolerance earlier this month at 
Brownson Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Southern Pines.

According to an affidavit Capel 
filed with the Moore County 
Magistrate’s Office, a Juneteenth 
celebration at the park on June 19 
was disrupted by a man, identi-
fied in court documents as Russell 
Thomas Langford, who allegedly 
flipped a middle finger to event-go-
ers while driving a pickup truck 
through the private property. The 
affidavit alleges that Langford 
then traveled to his own property 
on Prosperity Way, adjacent to the 
park, and “discharged firearms.”

MORE DEBATE 

OVER ETHICS

Candidates in
Last Stretch
Of Campaigns

Village 
Dispute 
Lingers

see ELECTIONS, page A2

SPEAKERS DETAIL RACIAL INTOLERANCE

At Forum, a Potent Awareness of Hate

see DISPUTE, page A12

see FORUM, page A6

see GRIMESEY, page A14
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Superintendent Robert Grimesey during a Moore 
County Board of Education Meeting in June

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

JAYMIE BAXLEY/The Pilot

Mitch Capel speaks during the Community 
Forum on Racial Intolerance at Brownson 
Memorial Church in Southern Pines. 

SPOOKY IN THE SANDHILLS

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

From spiders and bats to witches, lights and sound effects, households across Moore County have gone all out with decorating 
for Halloween. SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE A2


