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REVISED POLICY

Longer Quarantines Ordered for MCS Students
BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Students attending schools where
face coverings are optional will have to
quarantine for 10 days after a positive
COVID-19 test or exposure, according
to updated guidance from the Moore
County Health Department.
That’s twice as long as the five-day
quarantine requirement in place for
schools that require universal mask use
— and it applies whether or not the stu-

Moore County Schools had 62 reported COVID-19 cases among students on
Tuesday, the first day back. That figure
includes positive cases identified during
the two-week break. That was followed
by 30 new student cases on Wednesday.
As of Friday, the district reported 32
new student cases for Thursday, excluding Robbins Elementary and the
Community Learning Center.

dent was personally masked at the time
they’re thought to have been in contact
with the virus.
The Moore County Board of Education
voted to lift the indoor masking requirement for Moore County Schools last
month. That policy went into effect
immediately for the last four days of
school before winter break. The school
board will continue to revisit that decision on a monthly basis, as the state currently requires.
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see QUARANTINES, page A5
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Village
To Shine
In 2029
BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

The U.S. Golf Association will
stage a second back-to-back pairing of its prestigious U.S. Open
and Women’s Open in Pinehurst in
2029.
“It’s the most frequent question
we get, ‘Are you ever going to do
the back-to-backs again?’ Well, we
have your answer now,” said John
Bodenhamer, chief championships
director for the USGA, during
an announcement Friday in New
York.
The USGA, which is scheduled
to open a second headquarters
in Pinehurst by 2023, rolled out a
series of announcements involving the elevation of the Women’s
Open, which will next be contested
in June at the Pine Needles Lodge
and Golf Club in Southern Pines.
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Residents gather for a “Day of Remembrance and Action” in Southern Pines Downtown Park. Participants placed roses
and American flags on a memorial dedicated to those who died during the attacks on the Capitol building.

Residents Hold
Downtown Vigil

Included in the announcement:

n The USGA will double prize
money for the Women’s Open to
$10 million, with plans to match
the U.S. Open payout of $12 million
over the next five years.

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

More than 100 people gathered at Downtown Park in
Southern Pines on Thursday for a vigil marking the oneyear anniversary of the attack on the U.S. Capitol.
Billed as a “Day of Remembrance and Action,” the event
was organized by the Moore County NAACP to reflect on
the toll of the insurrection while drawing attention to measures that would strengthen voter rights.
The mob that breached the Capitol building a year earlier
had sought to overturn Donald Trump’s loss in the presidential election by delaying the count of electoral votes.
“Moore County is sending a message that voters should
decide the outcome of elections, not unruly mobs or politicians with agendas,” said Jackie Sharp Brown.

n The USGA has secured a major
sponsorship — a “presenting partnership” — with ProMedica for the
Women’s Open. It will take effect
with this year’s Women’s Open,
which comes with an increase of
the winner’s share to $1.8 million.
Mike Whan, the former commissioner of the LPGA and now CEO
for the USGA, said that the focus
under his leadership for the women’s championships is that of “purpose, places and purse.”

see VIGIL, page A6

see USGA, page A6

Local Nursing Homes Suffering New COVID Outbreaks
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Five long-term care facilities
in Moore County are experiencing new outbreaks of COVID-19,
with most of the infections reported among staff members.
The facilities, which include
four local nursing homes and
an assisted living community,
were identified Tuesday by the
N.C. Department of Health and
Human Services. An outbreak

is defined by the state as two or
more active infections in a congregate living setting.
While such events have occurred less frequently in recent
months, outbreaks were once a
major driver of COVID-19 cases
and coronavirus-related deaths
in Moore County. Residents of
long-term care facilities, a population that is especially vulnerable to the virus, account for
nearly half of the county’s fatal

infections since the pandemic’s
beginning two years ago.
The vast majority of those
deaths were recorded before
the arrival of vaccines. People
in long-term care were among
the first groups eligible for vaccination in North Carolina, and
recent data from the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
showed that nearly 90 percent of
the county’s nursing home residents were fully vaccinated as

OPINION

SANDHILLS SCENE

A Good Investment
Out in Eagle Springs

Some Like it Hot

It may not garner accolades,
but it will provide significant
returns for county, state.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

Going Down Swinging

Honor Donald Ross Birthday

Raiders hang on to
earn SAC sweep
of Union Pines.

Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

Classified Ads
Real Estate

B8-14 Obituaries
C1-4 Opinion

A7,12 Puzzles
B1-2 Sports

see OUTBREAKS, page A5

CASES RISE:
The county saw a rolling,
daily average of 137
new cases for the seven
days ending Friday, a
52-percent increase
over the previous week.
Six new deaths were
announced Friday by
the Health Department.
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A colorful touch of the
Caribbean delights inside a
landmark Pinehurst cottage.
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of Dec. 19.
Many of those residents have
also availed themselves of
booster shots, which provide increased protection against the
highly contagious Omicron variant.
According to the CMS data,
an average of 62 percent of the
county’s fully vaccinated nursing home residents are boosted.
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