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WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 89°
Precip: 0%
Winds: WNW at 
6mph
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Scene A8

Obituaries A7, 11 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-4

OPINION
Stimulus Funds

Can Build Us Up
The challenge is to use

the money wisely for a

sound community investment.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
What Freedom?
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Relive the Experience
The O’Neal School presents its 
spring musical “Schoolhouse 
Rock Live Jr.” this weekend.

BUSINESS
Courses Rank High
Three of the state’s top
five golf courses are right
here in Moore County.
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Board Mulls 
Changes to 
Curriculum

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

New statewide social studies standards aimed 
at incorporating the experiences of minorities 
and marginalized groups throughout history have 
some Moore County school board members ask-
ing whether or not individual districts can opt out 
or delay the implementation of state-set curricu-
lum.

The State Board of 
Education approved 
those new standards in 
a 7-5 vote in February, 
effectively setting new 
guidelines for how the 
subject is addressed in 
kindergarten through 
12th-grade classrooms 
around the state. 

The new standards have 
been nearly two years in 
the making and are timed 
along with a realignment 
of social studies cours-
es on the high school 
level. Graduation re-
quirements for students 
starting ninth grade in 
2021 will include one 
American history course 
instead of two, making 
room for a new course in 
economics and personal 
finance as directed by the 

legislature. World history and a retitled civic lit-
eracy course will remain requirements.

The state Department of Public Instruction 
has yet to roll out a full curriculum based on 
the new standards, and the Moore County Board 
of Education has not discussed at length the 
changed objectives that social studies classes will 
be expected to cover. But during their meeting 

see CURRICULUM, page A4

SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Despite having recently extend-
ed eligibility to all adults, Moore 
County is seeing reduced demand 
for the coronavirus vaccine.

Fewer residents are signing up 
for shots through the local health 
department. Robert Wittmann, di-
rector of the department, said the 
county appears to be approaching 
a “saturation point of the willing.”

“The supply has come to the point 
where we’re overtaking the current 
demand,” Wittmann said during 
Monday’s meeting of the Moore 
County Board of Health.

FirstHealth of the Carolinas, the 

county’s largest medical provider, 
is reporting a similar drop in inter-
est. Emily Sloan, director of pub-
lic relations for FirstHealth, said 
the company had several openings 
available for a vaccination clinic in 
Pinehurst on Wednesday.

“Unfortunately, we are experi-
encing a decrease in demand for 
the vaccine in Moore County,” she 
said. 

Data from the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
show that 25,046 residents, or about 
a quarter of the county’s total popu-
lation, had been fully vaccinated as 
of Tuesday. Only six counties had 
higher percentages of inoculated 

residents, according to DHHS.
Nearly 55 percent of injections in 

Moore County have gone to people 
aged 65 and older. The same age 
group accounted for just 43 per-
cent of vaccinations administered 
across the state.

“The elderly are doing pretty 
well, but it’s the young folks that 
we’re going to need to bring along,” 
Wittmann said. “But the good news 
is that the elderly are the ones at 
the highest risk. The more we get 
those people vaccinated and build a 
bubble around them, the less prob-
lematic the younger people are go-

Demand Slacking for COVID Vaccines

Habitat Expands Repairs 
Program for the Elderly

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Helping older in-need residents remain in their own homes, 
safely, is the goal for the newly expanded critical repairs pro-
gram with Habitat for Humanity of the NC Sandhills.

“This has been a long time coming,” said Executive Director 
Amie Fraley, noting that it was challenging to get the critical 
repairs program off the ground initially. “We didn’t have a lot 
of dollars to throw at it, but we would do a few repairs each 
year before we exhausted our resources.”

But the program picked up steam, and Habitat recently re-
ceived a “capacity build” grant, one of only 15 affiliates in the 
country selected for this funding, to hire an Aging in Place 
coordinator to its construction team.

PICKING UP STEAM

see HABITAT, page A6

County Seeing 
Positive Trends 
On Virus Cases

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Matt Garner, public information officer for 
the Moore County Health Department, said 
the area’s coronavirus trends have improved 
steadily following two consecutive months of 
declining cases.

“We’re moving in the right direction,” 
Garner said during Monday’s meeting of the 
Moore County Board of Health. “We’re creep-
ing back down to the numbers that we saw in 
September and October.”

He noted that the county saw a rolling aver-
age of nine new infections for the week that 
ended March 24, the fewest recorded since 
July 18.

The county’s positivity rate for coronavirus 
testing stood at 5.3 percent on Monday, low-
er than the statewide average of 7 percent. 
Only four Moore County residents were being 
treated for COVID-19 at FirstHealth Moore 
Regional Hospital in Pinehurst, according to 
the health department.

A total of 8,440 cases have been confirmed in 
Moore County since the start of the pandem-
ic, and at least 188 residents have died of the 
disease. While more-contagious variants of the 

see POSITIVE, page A14

GOOD NEWS

see VACCINES, page A4

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

The first few days of April have been a riot of color as flowers and trees come alive in the warm spring days.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG

‘SATURATION POINT’

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Volunteer Jud McLester works on one of wall 
frames at a prior Habitat for Humanity Business 
Build project.

“

“
This is proba-
bly, I think for 
the public, one 
of the most 
serious hur-
dles we have, 
especially if we 
want to keep 
up our enroll-
ment. The pub-
lic looks at this 
very seriously.

Robert Levy

Board Member


