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WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

AM Showers
Winds: NNW at 9

 AM High:      62°

 PM Low:      41°

Sunny
Winds: ESE at 5

 AM High:     65°

 PM Low: 52°

Partly Cloudy
Winds: SW at 10

 AM High:       81°

 PM Low:       64°

SATURDAY

Mostly Cloudy
Winds: SW at 11

AM High: 84°

 PM Low: 67°

For Health Care, a ‘Fluid Situation’
PRACTICES ADJUSTING

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

The iconic Carolina Hotel, the flagship property 
of Pinehurst Resort and perhaps the most readily 
identifiable landmark in Moore County, temporari-
ly closed to lodging Tuesday afternoon.

The shuttering is the latest and perhaps one of 
the most prominent businesses to feel the impact 
of the coronavirus. Businesses across the region, 
but especially the service and tourism industries, 
have been acutely affected by the efforts to stem 
the spread of the virus.

What makes these closings even more painful for 
the tourism industry is that March is usually the 
high season for golf trips. Normally, the resort’s 
properties — and hotels and restaurants across the 
region — would be packed with visitors on golfing 
getaways.

Instead, the resort and other courses are scram-
bling to keep courses open even while other oper-
ations go dormant for an undetermined period of 
time.

“As we continue responding to the rapidly chang-
ing circumstances caused by the coronavirus, we 
made the decision this week to temporarily close 
the Carolina Hotel,” said Tom Pashley, president of 
Pinehurst Resort.

“For now, the golf courses remain open and we’re 
observing modified protocols to provide for safe 
rounds with appropriate social distancing.

“The health and safety of our guests and employ-
ees is our top priority.”

Just last week, Pinehurst had been prominently 
featured in The Wall Street Journal for new rules it 

Pinehurst Closes Famous Hotel

see HOTEL, page A4
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The Rev. John Gordon Talk IV, of Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Southern Pines, walks to the altar in an empty church Sunday morning. 

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

It is anything but “business as usual” for everyone, but 
especially in the health care sector.

In Moore County, medical facilities are running short 
on protective gear; some practices have closed except for 
emergencies; specialists are opening to take care of gar-
den-variety illnesses and injuries; and “doc-in-a-box” med-
ical check-ins via computer are fast gaining in acceptance 
and usage.

At FirstHealth of the Carolinas — the region’s main 
health system — and other providers, personal protective 
equipment (PPE) such as masks and eye protection is run-
ning short for providers. FirstHealth has actually begun 
reaching out to local businesses for help.

“We have great partnerships with our local business 
community who have offered assistance to obtain addition-
al supplies, and the outpouring of donations and requests 
to assist from the community has been outstanding,” 

TOURISM HIT HARD

Unthinkable
Change Now
A Constancy

BY DAVID SINCLAIR
Managing Editor

Moore County remains at two confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus, but what were 
once unimaginable disruptions to daily life 
are becoming a common occurrence, shak-
ing public confidence that anything will 
return to normal 
soon.

Thousands of 
people have lost 
their jobs locally 
in the past week as 
more businesses 
are forced to close, 
either by govern-
ment order or for 
lack of customers 
or income. The 
busy spring golf 
season, so much a 
boon to dozens of 
local businesses, 
is getting wiped 
out, though courses 
themselves remain 
open for what is almost the only acceptable 
sport that can respect social-distancing ex-
pectations.

For a second week, schools and religious 
institutions remain shuttered — and will for 
the foreseeable future — along with restau-
rants and bars for dine-in service. Their 

LIFE, UNUSUAL

A Test of Faith

see HEALTH CARE, page A2

see CHANGE, page A5

OPINION
Try to Salvage

The School Year
Let’s figure the best way we 
can continue serving the best 
interests of our students.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Don’t Help the Spread
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Pine Knoll Becomes Art
It took 13 years, but Paula 
Montgomery has made her 
mark.

BUSINESS
Restaurants Take Action
Workers worried about how 
they’re going to get by begin 
coordinating efforts.
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A nurse checks the temperature of a donor 
waiting to give blood Tuesday at FirstHealth 
Moore Regional Hospital in Pinehurst.

“

“
This is a new 

disease and we 

continue to learn 

information as it 

becomes avail-

able.

Dr. Mandy Cohen

State Secretary of 
Health and Human 
Services
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