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Family Rebuilds After Fire

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The Carthage Board of 
Commissioners voted Monday to 
take a more active role in deter-
mining who serves on the town’s 
planning board.

In the past, prospective mem-
bers were appointed by the com-
missioners based on the rec-
ommendation of the planning 
board, which conducted its own 
interviews with candidates. Mayor 
Jimmy Chalflinch recommended 
changing this policy to allow the 
commissioners to interview the 
candidates. 

“I know that the planning board 
interviews them but I feel like if 
we’re going to vote on them, we 
should be interviewing them, too,” 
he said. “I don’t want to put some-
body on there who agrees with ev-
erything we’re going to say. At the 
same time, I want somebody there 
who we can work with.” 

Emily Yopp, the town clerk, not-
ed that the appointment process in 
Carthage is “not typical.” In most 
municipalities, she said, planning 
board members are interviewed 
and selected by the commissioners.

“This is the first time I have seen 
a governing board delegate its 
appointment authority to a plan-
ning board,” said Tom Robinson, 
manager of the town. “Of all your 
boards, this is probably the most 
important. 

Officials to 
Scrutinize 

New Board

CARTHAGE

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Features Editor

C
hloe had risen early. A fourth grader at Pinehurst 
Elementary, she dressed for school and then went 
to lay down for a few minutes with her mother in 

the master bedroom. Her two-year-old sister slept in the 
nearby crib. 

It was 6:30 a.m., Friday, Oct. 8.
Amy Fields was sleeping contentedly. She’d spent the last 

year renovating the family’s historic cottage in Pinehurst 
with assistance from her aunt, Martha Viall, who lived across 
the street, and her two daughters. It was the start of a three-

day holiday weekend and they were pre-
paring to repaint the final unfinished side 
of the house.

A bang broke the morning calm. Fields 
assumed a picture frame had fallen off a 
wall.

Penny, the family’s Shih Tzu/Yorkshire 
terrier mix, began barking. It was shrill 
and urgent. Almost simultaneously, anoth-
er noise pierced the home. It was a repet-
itive chirp. 

Fields assumed it was Chloe’s alarm 
clock going off on the far side of the home. 
She got up, reached for the bedroom door 
knob and turned it: the nightmare had al-
ready begun.

Ten steps away, smoke was pouring out 
of the laundry room. The family’s smoke 
alarm, never before activated, was chirp-
ing away.

The fire seemed small and contained in 
one space. Fields’ first instinct was to try 

and extinguish it herself. She didn’t want to frighten the girls 
unnecessarily. 

But the granddaughter of the late Robert Viall, a longtime 
chief of the Pinehurst Fire Department, knew what she had 
to do.

“I heard his voice telling me, ‘no.’ It was training I’d had as 
a child, that first I needed to get everyone out of the house and 
call 911.”

Fields retreated to her bedroom and woke her children. 
Chloe took her little sister, Riley, on one hip. She secured the 
family’s two small dogs, Penny and Pepper, on the other, and 
ran into the backyard. Fields called her aunt, whom she’d ex-
pected to arrive momentarily to drive Chloe to school. She 
told her to bring a fire extinguisher, then called 911.

Help Arrives From Friends They Never Knew They Had

PHOTOS BY LAURA DOUGLASS / The Pilot

Amy Fields stands in the Pinehurst home that her family narrowly escaped before it was destroyed by flames in October. 
Below, she and her daughters shop for toys with Pinehurst police officers, who pooled their money to make sure the family 
had presents during what would be a difficult Christmas. 

see BOARD, page A4

BY JOHN A. NAGY
Editor

Focusing on what it termed 
a “backlogged” case load, the 
Moore-Hoke District Attorney’s 
Office closed almost 1,600 felony 
cases pending in Superior Court 
this past year, according to a new-
ly released status report.

District Attorney Mike Hardin, 
who took office Jan. 1, issued the 
report to demonstrate the work 
his prosecutors accomplished this 
year.

“It has been a busy year,” 
Hardin said.

According to data supplied by 
the Administrative Office of the 
Courts, Hardin’s office had closed 
1,584 felony cases as of Dec. 
1. That compares to 601 cases 
closed in 2018; 719 cases closed in 
2019 and 657 cases closed in 2020, 
according to the Administrative 
Office of the Courts.

Operating under coronavi-
rus protocols imposed by state 
judicial officials, prosecutors 
conducted 16 jury trials in the 
two-county district. Hardin said 
his staff focused on serious cas-
es involving defendants who had 
been held in jail for longer peri-
ods of time.
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see REPORT, page A13 see FIRE, page A6

“

“
My father 
was with me. 
I could hear 
him telling 
me to move 
the car. 
Then I saw 
the children. 
I heard him 
tell me to 
get them 
in the car.

Martha Viall

Above, the family 
with members of 
the Pinehurst Police 
Department who 
handled traffic 
control during the 
fire: Lt. Michael Ebel, 
Sgt. Joseph Whitlock, 
Sr. Patrolman Hunter 
Damber, Patrolman 
Richard Ferrante. 

Left, Amy hugs her 
aunt, Martha Viall, 
near what was her 
home’s back door.


