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Feels Like: 95°
Precip: 25%
Winds: SE at 6 mph
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OPINION
A Mixed Scorecard

For Recent Actions
A recap of people and events 

that have earned an eagle,

two birdies and a bogey.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
In Defense of Rail
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Beautiful and Buzzing
The Native Pollinator Garden 

celebrates its third year at 

the Pinehurst Arboretum.

SPORTS 
Diamond Recognition
County baseball athletes, 

coaches earn awards from 

their respective conferences.
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MONDAY

Partly Cloudy
Feels Like: 97°
Precip: 12%
Winds: SE at 6 mph

89°
67°

TUESDAY

Partly Cloudy
Feels Like: 97°
Precip: 42%
Winds: SE at 5 mph

87°
68°

Village
OKs New
Property

LODGE AT PINEHURST

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Pinehurst Resort can proceed with 
planning for a 34-room lodge adja-
cent to Pinehurst Country Club, now 
that the Village Council has agreed to 
rezone the 2.7-acre site.

Council members unanimously ap-
proved that request on Tuesday night, 
rezoning the future hotel campus 
off of Carolina Vista Drive to Hotel 
Conditional from a split Recreation 
Development and Office Professional 
zoning.

As approved, the rezoning comes 
with 11 conditions, some of which 
allow the project to deviate from the 
Pinehurst Development Ordinance 
standards for hotel zoning. Parking 
has been the primary sticking point 
in negotiations.

The final agreement has evolved 
from what the village’s planning 
board recommended in April. Resort 
representatives have committed to 
much more detailed parking plans, as 
well as a firmer timeline for when the 
additional spaces –– about 300 in all 
–– will be installed. There’s still some 
give-and-take built into that figure, 
which will depend on the ultimate 
size and amenities of the building.

Plans for what’s being called “The 
Lodge at Pinehurst” include meeting 
spaces, locker rooms, a fitness center 
and bar. It’s scheduled to begin con-
struction in early 2022 to be complet-
ed in time for the next U.S. Open at 
Pinehurst No. 2 in 2024.

The 64,000-square-foot hotel, en-
visioned as a premium lodging op-
tion even by Pinehurst standards, 
goes hand-in-hand with the new U.S. 
Golf Association headquarters pro-
posed nearby. The Lodge factors into 
Pinehurst Resort’s overall vision as 
both a modern complement to the re-
sort’s three existing hotels, and as an 
asset that will elevate athletes’ experi-
ence of the U.S. Open and other USGA 
championships.

“It’s in our best interest, all of us, 
when someone comes to our commu-
nity, to make sure they have a pleas-
ant experience, so we share that goal, 
and I think this plan that we’ve got in 
front of you tonight will accomplish 
that,” said Tom Pashley, president of 
Pinehurst Resort. 

A TRIUMPHANT RETURN

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

A
fter nearly 15 years away from Southern 
Pines, the Harton S. Semple Trophy made 
its return Thursday as the town and the 

U.S. Golf Association prepare for the 77th U.S. 
Women’s Open at Pine Needles Lodge and Golf 
Club next June.

The championship was last contested at Pine 
Needles in 2007, and both the course and town 
have seen changes in the time since. Thursday at 
the Southern Pines Welcome Center, USGA work-
ers, town officials and golf fans gathered for the 
event that will build up recognition for the cham-
pionship that’s less than 12 months away.

Southern Pines Welcomes 
77th U.S. Women’s Open

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

N.C. Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Catherine Truitt spent half 
a day in Moore County this week to see 
how public schools are making up for 
time lost during the coronavirus pan-
demic.  

About 1,800 Moore County Schools 
students are enrolled in what the dis-
trict is calling the “PowerUp Summer 
Academy.” Where the district always 
offers summer school, it’s usually an ef-
fort to address specific learning gaps be-
tween individual students and grade-lev-
el proficiency in math and reading.

This year, teachers have a much 
broader mission: to help students whose 
learning suffered during the four to six 
months when students were limited to 
virtual learning three days a week.

Public school systems around North 
Carolina have put similar programs in 
place to comply with state legislation 
requiring them to offer 150 hours, or 30 
days, of in-person learning this summer. 

Truitt toured the program in action 
on Tuesday morning at McDeeds Creek 
Elementary, Southern Middle and 
Aberdeen Elementary. 

Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
Catherine Truitt 
participates in 
a lesson with 
McDeeds Creek 
Elementary 
students 
attending 
the PowerUp 
Summer 
Academy.
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‘POWERUP’ TOUR

State Schools Leader Reviews Summer Learning

see POWERUP, page A13

see LODGE, page A11
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Melody McClelland and her son, Alfie, pose for a photo with the U.S. Women’s Open Championship trophy during a 
Thursday morning event to welcome the 2022 championship to Southern Pines. Taking their photo is Alfie’s grandfather, 
Kelly Miller, the president of Pine Needles Lodge and Golf Course. 

Retirement Doesn’t Lessen Davis’ Love for Golf, USGA
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

Before presenting the 2021 U.S. Open tro-
phy to Jon Rahm at Torrey Pines last Sunday, 
outgoing USGA CEO Mike Davis spent some 
time looping the course.

An odd number of players made this year’s 
cut, which left the last qualifier, Akshay 
Bhatia — the 2018 N.C. Junior Player of the 
Year — in need of a partner. Former PGA 
Tour player Jason Gore, the USGA’s director 

of player relations, stepped up, but he need-
ed a caddie on Saturday. Davis answered the 
call.

For 31 years, Davis has played an integral 
role in the United States Golf Association’s 
work. Earlier this year he announced his de-
cision to retire. He formally steps down this 
week, finishing out his last day on the job 
June 30.

see OPEN, page A6

see DAVIS, page A6


