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OPINION
Inside the Fight

Against the Virus
Amanda Bumin’s story turns 
COVID-19 for us from
conceptual to concrete.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Voters’ Election Choices
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Name Your Noodle
Ramen, lo mein, soba, pho,
udon or locshen, this foodie
favorite has international appeal.

BUSINESS
The Town is Thriving
A feisty entrepreneurial
spirit is bringing new energy
to Robbins’ downtown.
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Holly Arts Organizers 
Adapting Event Plans

 PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

The Fall Festival at Harbour Place celebrated their belated one year anniversary on Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m in downtown Southern Pines. Kids helped paint rocks for the rock garden, colored scarecrows with 
Maddox Avenue, scaled obstacles with MyGym Sandhills, and sipped coffee with Pinescones. Several other 
businesses provided treats, princesses and other goodies.

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Organizers of the annual Holly Arts and Crafts 
Festival intend for the seasonal staple to take over 
Pinehurst’s village center as usual on the third 
Saturday of October, but it won’t be quite as robust 
as it has been in recent years. 

The community arts and crafts event, organized by 
Pinehurst Business Partners, has run for the last 42 
years and typically brings about 4,000 people to the 
village to shop among 200 vendor booths. This year’s 
event is planned for Oct. 17 and is set to run at about 
half strength. 

Katrin Franklin, president of Pinehurst Business 
Partners and owner of Bump and Baby Boutique, told 
the Village Council last week that 100 vendors were 

accepted for what’s being reimagined as “Holly Arts 
Marketplace.”

“I think we have to be very careful about what our 
mission statement with this is,” said Franklin. “Many 
of our brick-and-mortar businesses lost all revenue 
for 40 days, and our restaurants are still at half-mast. 
So I think having this event in some way is necessary 
for the community.”

Holly Arts operates on a special event permit from 
the Pinehurst Parks and Recreation department, but 
ultimately Moore County health officials will have 
the final say in whether the event goes off this year.

Everything auxiliary to the core of the shopping 
experience –– food trucks, the kids’ play and crafting 
area –– has been eliminated from plans for this year’s 

see PLANS, page A5

5 Deaths,
Outbreak
Reported

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The coronavirus has claimed five more lives 
in Moore County, with one of the deaths linked 
to a newly identified outbreak at a long-term 
care facility in Southern Pines.

A total of 34 deaths have now been report-
ed locally in connection with COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the virus. The latest deaths 
were announced Tuesday afternoon by the 
Moore County Health Department.  

The agency said three individuals older than 
75 and a person aged 65 to 74 are among the 
deceased. The youngest individual, a woman 
the Health Department described as being 
“between the ages of 50 and 64,” was a resident 
of Magnolia Gardens, an assisted living com-
munity that on Tuesday became the county’s 
11th long-term care facility to experience an 
outbreak of the coronavirus.

Nineteen residents of Magnolia Gardens 
recently tested positive for COVID-19, along 
with six staff members. An outbreak is de-
clared by the N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services whenever two or more infec-
tions are linked to a nursing home, assisted liv-
ing community or prison.

One of the deaths announced by the local 
health department on Tuesday was linked to 
an ongoing outbreak at Accordius Health in 
Aberdeen. The deceased, a woman older than 
75, is the fourth resident of the nursing home 
to die of COVID-19.

Thirteen of the area’s 34 deaths happened in 
September, making it the deadliest month of 
the pandemic in Moore County. Twenty of the 
deaths are linked to outbreaks in long-term 
care settings. 

NCDHHS issued a secretarial order on 
Monday allowing indoor visitation to resume 
at nursing homes across the state, but only if 
they meet strict criteria. 

“We have focused on protecting the health of 
nursing home residents since the start of this 
crisis,” Dr. Mandy Cohen, secretary of the de-
partment, said in a statement. “Our progress 
in testing, infection control and slowing the 
spread of COVID-19 in our communities al-
lows us to move forward with safe indoor vis-
itation in accordance with federal guidance.”

see DEATHS, page A4

VIRUS UPDATE

FALL FESTIVAL

Longtime Penick CEO
Retires From His Post

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Penick Village CEO Jeff Hutchins 
announced his retirement from the se-

nior care community on 
Tuesday. He has served 
in that leadership role 
for 20 years, and caps a 
career in elder care that 
spans more than 34 years.

Caroline Eddy was 
named acting CEO by 
the Penick Village Board 
of Directors to provide 
support for staff and res-
idents during the pend-
ing transition. Hutchins’ 
retirement was effective 
Sept. 29.

Eddy has an extensive 
background working with 
local area nonprofits. She 

previously directed the Sandhills/Moore 
Coalition for Human Care and the Boys 
and Girls Club of the Sandhills, in addi-
tion to working with the Arts Council of 
Moore County. Most recently, she served 

JEFF HUTCHINS

see CEO, page A3

Program Could Mean New 
Life for the Buggy Factory

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Carthage is seeking input from local 
business owners affected by the coro-
navirus spandemic for a project that 
could transform the town’s historic 
buggy factory building into a hub for 
local entrepreneurs.

During its regularly scheduled meet-
ing last week, the Carthage Board of 
Commissioners was notified of a pos-
sible funding opportunity through the 
N.C. Department of Commerce’s Rural 
Economic Development Division. In 
a memo to the commissioners, local 
planning director Kathy Liles ex-
plained that the division has started a 
“first-come, first-served grant cycle” 
in an effort to “help municipalities 
prepare, prevent or respond to health 
and economic impacts” related to the 
virus. 

According to Liles, the South Ray 
Street building that once housed part 
of the Tyson and Jones Buggy Factory 
is being considered as a potential site 

for a project that would “improve the 
resiliency of our business communi-
ty.” She said Partners is Progress of 
Moore County is currently conducting 
a feasibility study, findings from which 
will be used to determine if the county 
could benefit from such a project. 

see BUGGY, page A5

HELPING CARTHAGE

FILE PHOTO

The Tyson and Jones buggy facto-
ry building on South Ray Street in 
Carthage.

SAVING AN EVENT

HUTCHINS

EDDY

“

“With everyone’s efforts, the 
loving culture created by Jeff 
over the last 20 years will 
be maintained for the Penick 
Village family during, and as 
a result of, the transition to 
come.

Gary Krasicky

Board President


