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OPINION
School Funding

Needs Formula
A recent budget proposal

Addresses a longstanding

issue: charter schools.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Village Leadership Lacking
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
What a Colorful World
A life-changing illness has

only served to heighten this

artist’s love for what she does.

BUSINESS
Airfield of Dreams
A new owner is getting

ready to land at a beloved

Moore County institution.
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Cooper:
Reopen
Schools

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY AND  

MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writers

Gov. Roy Cooper joined state education offi-
cials Tuesday afternoon in urging local school 
systems to reopen for in-person instruction, but 
they stopped short of mandating the move or issu-
ing firm guidance about how it should be accom-
plished.

Cooper said he hoped the state’s encouragement 
would “spur action by local school boards,” with 
whom he ultimately left the decision. 

“Research done right here in North Carolina 
tells us that in-person instruction is working and 
students can be in school safely with the right pro-
tocols in place,” Cooper said, adding that students 
“should still have the option of remote learning 
this school year if that’s best for them.”

Eric Davis, chairman of the N.C. Board of 
Education, said the currently available science 
indicates “it is safe to reopen our schools in ac-
cordance with the health protocols.”

“We look forward to partnering with our dis-
tricts and all educators as students are returned 
to school buildings this month,” he said.

Despite Davis’ statement, there was no actu-
al timeline presented Tuesday for reopening 
schools. His reassurance that students can safely 
return to campus was echoed by Catherine Truitt, 
the state’s superintendent of public instruction.

“The health risks of in-person attendance are 
thankfully much lower than we initially feared,” 
she said. “Our students cannot lose any more 
time.”

Cooper ordered public schools across the state 
to move to virtual learning last March. In July, 
school systems were allowed, but not required, to 
reopen, albeit with fewer children in classrooms.

Local school officials are not interpreting 
Cooper’s recommendation on Tuesday as a signal 
for further reopening of middle and high schools, 
since the state’s existing mandate that those stu-
dents maintain 6 feet of social distance while 
seated in a classroom remains in place. A number 
of local schools have classes at those grade levels 
that often exceeds 30 students.

Moore County Schools returned students in kin-
dergarten through fifth grade to their classrooms 
five days per week on Jan. 5 after the governor 

see REOPEN, page A6

NO MANDATE

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Board of 
Education will vote next week on 
how it prioritizes its most urgent 
building repairs over the next two 
years.

How much funding ultimately 
comes through to pay for the $8.4 
million list of projects that Moore 
County Schools put forth for pub-
lic comment last month still de-
pends on what savings may yet be 
realized in the ongoing Pinehurst 
Elementary construction, as well 
as the ultimate sales prices of the 
Southern Pines Primary campus 
and old Aberdeen primary and el-
ementary schools. 

Selling Campuses in Southern 
Pines, Aberdeen

The school district was close 
to selling the old Aberdeen 
Elementary on U.S. 1 late last year 
for $1.5 million. But the prospec-
tive buyer, Pathfinder Investment 
Management, had reserved the 
right to terminate the sale if its 
plans for the property fell through.

Those plans involved a mixed-
use development, including 34,500 
square feet of new retail space and 
at least 88 townhomes, on the 19-
acre property. Citing unanticipat-
ed costs related to developing the 
site, as well as roadblocks in the 
approval process for proposed de-
velopment, Pathfinder opted out of 
the existing agreement and offered 

$800,000 for the property as-is.
“The town of Aberdeen, to date, 

has been very clear about their 
preference for zoning on that prop-
erty,” said Superintendent Bob 
Grimesey. “We have lost at least 
one bidder that was very willing 
to pay the appraised value of the 
property for just that reason.”

Pathfinder’s lower offer remains 
the highest on the table after Moore 
County Schools solicited compet-
ing bids last month. An appraisal 
that the schools commissioned in 
late 2019 returned a value of about 
$1.3 million for the old Aberdeen 
Elementary campus.

During a virtual daylong work 

Repair Budget Hinges on Campus Sales

see BUDGET, page A12

Vaccine Supply for 
County Slashed

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Moore County will receive a dramati-
cally reduced supply of the coronavirus 
vaccine over the next three weeks, ac-
cording to the local health department. 

Robert Wittmann, director of the de-
partment, said the amount of vaccine 
allotted to the county has been tempo-
rarily slashed by about 60 percent. The 
department’s weekly shipments are now 

‘FROM A TRICKLE TO A DROP’

see VACCINE, page A5

Towns Want In If  
Hotel Tax Expanded

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Moore County’s economy relies 
heavily on health care, tourism and 
agriculture, alongside smaller seg-
ments in military contracting and 
manufacturing businesses. On paper, 
things look good: Success breeds suc-
cess.

Substantial growth is currently 
underway for the top two key indus-
tries. FirstHealth of the Carolinas 
has kicked off construction of its 
new $68 million Cancer Center on 
its Pinehurst campus; and in the 
Morganton Park North development 

in Southern Pines, Pinehurst Surgical 
Clinic and Pinehurst Medical Clinic 
are building new facilities.

Plans are also coming together for 
Golf House Pinehurst, the USGA’s 
investment in a second headquar-
ters for its golf equipment research 
and testing division, in addition 
to a combined museum and wel-
come center, offices for the USGA’s 
Foundation and the organization’s 
turfgrass agronomy section. In addi-
tion, Pinehurst Resort has announced 
plans to build a boutique hotel that 
will also serve as player housing and 

see TAX, page A5

‘OUR OWN THING’

PHOTOS BYTED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

A group of Black Hawk helicopters landed en masse Friday at the Gilliam-McConnell Airfield in Carthage and 
stopped for lunch to celebrate the retirement of flight instructor Rob Pettit and his 34 years in the Army. SEE 
PAGE B3 TO LEARN ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE CARTHAGE AIRFIELD.

BLACKHAWK BARBECUE

MOORE COUNTY SCHOOLS

JAYMIE BAXLEY/The Pilot

Some of Moore County’s most at-
risk individuals live in apartments at 
Southern Pines Gracious Retirement 
Living. 


