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OPINION
Schools Return

Amid Uncertainty
As we move forward,

it’s critical to remain 
optimistic – and vigilant.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Don’t Be Intolerant
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Exceeding His Goals
Backed by a caring community, 
Knox Huntley completes his 
Eagle Scout project for EDS.

SPORTS 
A New Calendar
Fall high school sports get 
delayed further, while  
conditioning drills resume.

Northern Moore Hit Hardest by Virus

PHOTO BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 
CHART BY JAYMIE BAXLEY/The Pilot

Drive-thru coronavirus testing in Carthage on Thursday; inset, a chart of ZIP code-level coronavirus data for 
Moore County as of 2:30 p.m. Friday

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer 

About 17 percent of Moore County’s coronavirus 
cases are linked to a ZIP code that’s home to less than 
8 percent of the county’s total population.

Nearly 200 people in the 27325 postal code, which 
encompasses Robbins and other rural communities 
in northern Moore County, have tested positive for 
COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus. No other 
ZIP code in the county has more cases.

By contrast, fewer infections are tied to the 28374 
postal code, which is home to twice as many people. 
That ZIP code covers Pinehurst, the county’s largest 
municipality and a popular destination for tourists. 

At least three long-term care facilities in Pinehurst 
have experienced outbreaks, including a nursing 
home where 84 people tested positive and six died of 
complications from COVID-19. Although a so-called 
“cluster” of five cases was announced last month at a 
Robbins day care, no outbreaks have been reported 

in the community.
It’s unclear why the Robbins area is seeing a dis-

proportionate share of the county’s infections. 
Matthew Garner, public information officer for the 
Moore County Health Department, said “necessary 
mobility” may be a factor.

“One theory we have is that, in large part, residents 
from the Robbins ZIP code region work, do business 
and seek services outside of that area,” Garner said. 
“Being that there currently aren’t any major indus-
tries or big employers in that area, most folks have 
been forced to be mobile, either working out of town 
or out of county even before the pandemic began and 
during the shutdown.”

Nearly a quarter of the town’s population lives be-
low the poverty line, and many residents are unable 
to work remotely.

“The bulk of that resident-workforce is likely folks 
who are our ‘essential’ workers, not to mention the 

see VIRUS, page A14

Military 
Honor 
Awarded

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

A concussion from a rocket-propelled gre-
nade blast didn’t stop John Grimesey from 
controlling multiple airstrikes and pulling an 
injured Special Forces soldier away from ene-
my fire during what started as a routine clear-
ing operation in an Afghan village. 

On May 25, 2013, Grimesey was a senior air-
man attached to the 21st Expeditionary Special 
Tactics Squadron, Combined Joint Special 
Operations Air Component-Afghanistan. For 
his actions that day, Grimesey has been award-
ed the nation’s third highest honor for gallant-
ry in combat.  

Lt. Gen. James C. Slife, commander, Air 
Force Special Operations Command, awarded 
Grimesey the Silver Star on Friday in a cere-
mony at Pope Army Airfield, where he’s sta-
tioned.

Master Sgt. John Grimesey is currently flight 
chief for the 21st Special Tactics Squadron. 
He’s the son of Bob and Carol Grimesey, of 
Carthage, and lives in Carthage with his wife, 
Rebecca.

Grimesey and his Special Forces team were 
partnered with an Afghan unit that day but 
were separated early on, according to the 
Silver Star citation. When their Afghan part-
ners encountered Taliban fighters, the opera-
tors split up to try outmaneuvering the enemy.

From his post in the village center with 
the group’s intelligence sergeant, Grimesey 
learned that some of the Afghan fighters –– in-
cluding the commander –– were trapped in a 
Taliban-controlled compound.

Grimesey moved his small team into position 
near the entrance of the compound. He had 
just enough time to peer into the courtyard, 
and determine that the Afghan commander 
had been killed, before he was dodging bullets 
from a Taliban fighter on the wall above him.

Though bullets hit the wall next to his head 
and between his legs, Grimesey was able to 
shoot and kill the insurgent with his weapon.

An explosion from a rocket-propelled gre-
nade immediately afterward knocked him to 

see HONOR, page A16

SILVER STAR

COMMUNITY TESTING

82°
66°

MONDAY

Partly Cloudy
Feels Like: 94°
Precip: 40%
Winds: N at 5 mph

86°
66°

TUESDAY

Partly Cloudy
Feels Like: 96°
Precip: 50%
Winds: WNW at 4 mph

87°
68°

Moore County Resident 
Celebrates 110th Birthday

SP Names New 
Chief of Police

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

There are plenty of kids who 
share Lorena Allen’s numerical 
birthday: 08-10-10. But in Allen’s 
case, that second “10” represents 
1910.

Allen, of Carthage, celebrated her 
110th birthday this past week, join-
ing a short list of supercentenari-
ans in the U.S.

A resident of the Tara Plantation 
senior living facility, Allen may 
be the oldest living person in the 
Sandhills. Terri Prots, director of 
the Moore County Department of 
Aging, said she did not know of any-
one older than Allen.

The Gerontology Research Group 
estimates there are as few as 300 
supercentenarians in the world. 
Allen, who turned the milestone last 
Monday, is about four years young-

er than the oldest living American, 
a Charlotte woman who turned 114 
on Saturday.

Wearing a pink sash and a tiara, 
Allen watched from the entrance 
of Tara Plantation as a caravan of 
firetrucks and police vehicles drove 
through the parking lot Monday 
morning in her honor.

“Ms. Allen is nothing shy of a 
ray of sunshine and can always 
be caught putting a smile on your 
face,” said Tiffany Brown, activi-
ties director for Tara Plantation.

According to Brown, Allen recent-
ly said “faith in God” was the key to 
her longevity. The supercentenari-
an, Brown said, is “loved dearly by 
her family, staff and residents” at 
the long-term care facility.

Contact Jaymie Baxley at (910) 
693-2474 or jaymie@thepilot.com.

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Deputy Chief Nick Polidori, a 24-year veter-
an of the Southern Pines Police Department, 
will take over as police chief on Oct 1, follow-
ing the Sept. 30 retirement of current Chief 
Bob Temme.

Polidori has served as the town’s deputy 
chief since July 2013. 

Town Manager Reagan 
Parsons announced Polidori’s 
new role during Tuesday’s 
meeting of the Southern Pines 
Town Council.

“We are very fortunate to 
have Nick, and that he was in-
terested and available for the 
position,” Parsons said.

A military veteran, Polidori served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps for four years in an infantry 
regiment at Camp Lejeune. He later attend-
ed the police academy and began his career 
with the Southern Pines Police Department 
in September 1996 as a patrol officer. Polidori 

see CHIEF, page A4
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COURTESY OF TARA PLANTATION

Lorena Allen on her 110th birth-
day at Tara Plantation in Carthage 

POLIDORI

LEADER TAPPED


