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JUNETEENTH FUN

HOTEL ROOM TAX

Urgency
Grows for
Increase
BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

With tourism soaring and approaching record
levels, local hotel and business leaders are growing frustrated at the prolonged delay in raising
the occupancy tax rate.
That frustration was evident during a discussion Monday of the local Convention and Visitors
Bureau Board of Directors.
“On the sense of urgency in 2020, we asked for
the increase at a time we thought we would be
decimated,” CVB CEO Phil Werz said. “But now,
every day that goes by, we talk about dollars going by.
“I hope we make this a priority and a sense of
urgency and take care of this in the near term. We
are all in agreement this is a great opportunity,
and there will be winners across the board.”
Moore County’s occupancy tax — commonly
called a “room tax” — sits at 3 percent. The current rate of 3 percent — $3 on a $100-a-night room
bill, for instance — generates about $1.8 million
a year.
The CVB would like to double the current rate
to 6 percent. Legislation passed several years
ago allows the county commissioners to do just
that, but they have remained hesitant to do so, despite that most of the state’s tourism destinations
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The first annual Juneteenth celebration at Cardinal Park in Pinebluff was held Saturday. Families turned out
from across Moore County to celebrate with live music, swimming, vendors and picnics at the park off U.S. 1.

see INCREASE, page A4
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Man Recovering After Attack from Bobcat
BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

An Eastwood area man attacked
by a bobcat at his home in a “freak
thing” more than two weeks ago
has recovered from injuries and
gone through a full series of rabies shots.
Scott Jackson was injured
around noon on June 4 in the
driveway unloading groceries at
his home on Shadow Lake Trail in
West End when a bobcat attacked
him after he spotted the animal
under the vehicle and it attempted
to run away.
“I’ve got a lot of scratches and
puncture wounds, but I’m healing,” Jackson said.
Authorities could not find the
bobcat when they arrived at the
scene.
Animal Control officers told

Jackson that he needed to go to
the emergency room to be treated
for rabies as a precautionary measure. Johnson said he received at
least a dozen shots and was treated for injuries on his arms, back,
shoulder and head.
“Even the doctor in the ER
said, ‘If he had been up closer to
your jugular, you would’ve been
done for,’” Jackson said. “He just
clamped down on my shoulder
and wouldn’t let go until I twisted
his leg.”
The doctor, who hunts bobcats in
Virginia, told Jackson that based
on the bite marks, he believes the
animal was close to 50 pounds.
Jackson has since followed up
with four other visits for rabies
shots and received his last series
this past Friday.
Later on the day of the incident,

County Adopts Budget
in Unanimous Vote

a bobcat was killed a few miles
away from Johnson’s home, after
a homeowner heard the “growl”
of an animal under their deck, the
same growl that Johnson heard
in his driveway earlier that day
before the attack. The remains
were taken by the Moore County
Sheriff’s Office and sent for testing at the N.C. State Laboratory
of Public Health. The tests came
back positive for rabies.
The Sheriff’s Office said it
would not speculate if the bobcat
killed was the one that attacked
Johnson.
Jackson said he had never heard
or seen any bobcats in the vicinity
of his house, and neither had his
neighbors.
“This was just a freak thing.
He was rabid. He doesn’t normal-

Editor’s Note: Due to an editing error Sunday,
this story did not continue past page A1. It is being
reprinted in its entirety.

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

The Moore County Board of Commissioners
unanimously approved the $180.1 million budget for fiscal year 2022 during a brief meeting
Thursday.
Property taxes will remain the same at 51
cents per $100 valuation. The Advanced Life
Support tax, which funds the Emergency
Medical Services paramedic system, also remains the same at four cents, and there is a
one-cent increase in the countywide fire tax to
10.5 cents.
The budget, which begins July 1, holds Moore
County Schools’ local funding at its current levels with $30.35 million allocated to operations,
$750,000 for capital outlay, $750,000 for digital
learning, and $17 million toward repaying debt
for school construction.
County Manager Wayne Vest said education
spending represents about 45 percent of the
overall budget, which aligns with previous allocations. Two years ago, the county approved
an additional $740,000 to offset costs related to
opening McDeeds Creek Elementary School,
but Vest said it was understood at the time that
that was a one-time specific funding increase.
Following the 5-0 vote, Vice Chair Louis
Gregory responded to criticism the board has
received from some education supporters. The
district had asked for an operations budget of
$32 million.
“At our public hearing (held Tuesday), I was
amazed to hear it said that nowhere does education seem to be a priority with us county
commissioners. That is not true,” Gregory said.
Gregory mentioned construction of new elementary schools for Aberdeen, Southern Pines
and Pinehurst — voters overwhelmingly approved borrowing $103 million for those projects — as well as commissioners approving

see ATTACK, page A15

WEST END

Church Family Care for One of Their Own
BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Phil Menendian never saw the car
coming. It was an otherwise quiet
Sunday afternoon and he was preoccupied with the task at-hand: updating information on a mobile sign
owned by his church.
The SUV was traveling at full
speed, according to eyewitness reports, when it drifted from its lane
at the intersection of N.C. 211 and
N.C. 73 in West End on Sunday, May
LAURA DOUGLASS/The Pilot 30. Colliding first with the sign, the
From left, Bill Bower, Dick Williams, vehicle also struck Menendian’s
car parked nearby, totaling it, beBob Forsman, Randy Blake

fore coming to a rest.
Menendian only remembers a
loud bang, nothing else.
Less than a block away his wife,
Cathy, was attending a Vacation
Bible School planning meeting at
West End United Methodist Church
(WEUMC). Both Phil and Cathy are
active members, serving on different ministry teams, in addition to
civic work in the community.
“We heard the sirens and had
commented about it. I had my
phone set on silent. All of the sudden, it was going crazy,” Cathy

see CHURCH, page A14

OPINION

SANDHILLS SCENE

Is School Funding
Headed for a ‘Cliff’?

Let the Music Play

Federal relief money can fill
the gaps now – but those funds
don’t address future needs.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Great Work of SCC Staff
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.
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see BUDGET, page A5

WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY

Singer-Songwriters in the
Round returns to the
Sunrise Theater this week.
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A military couple are set
to launch Moore County’s
first whiskey distillery.
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