
INSIDE COVERAGE NOTE TO HOME DELIVERY SUBSCRIBERS

Stay updated with email newsletters 
from The Pilot, delivered to your 
inbox. Click thepilotbriefing.com 

and enter your email address.

You have free access on thepilot.com. If you 
already have an online account, click http://
bit.ly/subscriberaccess. If you haven’t yet 
signed up for an account at thepilot.com, 

click http://bit.ly/createsubscription

■  EDS Students Adjust, A3

■  A Peaceful Interlude, A11

■  Real Estate Holding On, B3

Vol. 100, No. 27 24 Pages Southern Pines, N.C. Price $1.00
W E D N E S D A Y ,  A P R I L  1,  2020

Printed on
100% recycled

paper

Copyright 2020 

The Pilot

WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Mostly Sunny
Winds: N at 10

 AM High:      60°

 PM Low:      43°

Sunny
Winds: NNW at 9

 AM High:     66°

 PM Low: 43°

Sunny
Winds: NNW at 8

 AM High:       69°

 PM Low:       43°

SATURDAY

Mostly Sunny
Winds: E at 5

AM High: 69°

 PM Low: 47°
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Coronavirus Patient: ‘It’s 
More Miserable than the Flu’

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

With at least another seven weeks before North 
Carolina reopens school campuses, Moore County 
Schools’ teachers and staff are adjusting to the pros-
pect of finishing out the semester online.

As it stands, schools will remain closed through May 
15. Whether they reopen for three weeks of on-campus 
classes before releasing for the summer depends on 
how long it takes for the coronavirus pandemic to run 
its course.

It’s already been two weeks since Gov. Roy Cooper 
gave schools a weekend’s notice to close their doors. 
The following Monday, Moore County Schools set in 
motion plans to continue teaching students online. 
Expectations vary by grade level, and access is large-
ly dependent on whether or not students have internet 
access at home. Those plans will continue until schools 

reopen. 
Shifting to online learning has taken some teachers 

longer than others, and has been more feasible for old-
er students. Students in grades three and up all have 
24-hour access to school-issued Chromebook comput-
ers. At the middle and high school levels, some teach-
ers already administer assignments and tests exclu-
sively online using platforms like Google Classroom 
and Canvas. 

Mike Fury, a North Moore High math teacher and 
self-proclaimed “tech junkie,” was preparing to teach 
online before the governor made the call to close 
schools. On Monday afternoon, he was working from 
home live-streaming a test review session for his 28 
pre-calculus students. 

”I had been running sort of a hybrid program for sev-

Online Learning Evolves

see LEARNING, page A5

JAYMIE BAXLEY/The Pilot

The town of Southern Pines closed down its popular Downtown Park basketball courts earlier this week to com-
ply with Gov. Roy Cooper’s order to prevent gatherings of more than 10 people.

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Anna Davis is outside most of the normal parameters 
and expectations for a coronavirus patient. The Pinehurst 
resident is 30 and in good health.

But as someone who recently tested 
positive for COVID-19, she knows what 
everyone else fears or suspects, calling 
the illness “flu on steroids.”

“It’s more miserable than the flu,” she 
said in a phone interview. “The chills are 
worse, the aches are worse, and the ex-
haustion is especially worse. I don’t think 
anyone really prepares you for just how 
exhausting it is.”

The fatigue left Davis bedridden for much of last week. 
She was sleeping about 20 hours a day at the peak of her 
sickness, she said.

Davis works for a health care staffing agency in Southern 

Pines. After developing a fever and other flu-like symp-
toms, she went to Pinehurst Medical Clinic for drive-thru 
testing. 

A nurse swabbed Davis’ nose to check for seasonal flu. 
When the test came back negative, the nurse collected an-
other nasal sample to test for the coronavirus.

That was March 18, before the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention updated its testing guidelines to 
prioritize elderly patients and “critical infrastructure 
workers.” Davis would likely have more difficulty getting 
tested today.

“I was fortunate — well, maybe ‘fortunate’ isn’t the right 
word — but I was presenting symptoms before the CDC 
changed its guidelines,” she said.

The nasal swab was sent to the North Carolina Laboratory 
of Public Health for processing, and Davis was urged to 
isolate herself at home until the results arrived.

MOORE SCHOOLS

‘STAY HOME’

see PATIENT, page A4

Tighter 
Limits 
Enacted

BY DAVID SINCLAIR
Managing Editor

Moore County reported its eighth confirmed 
case of coronavirus Monday afternoon, a few 
hours before a statewide “stay at home” order 
was to take effect.

This case was unrelated to the previous 
seven, according to a news release from the 
county Health Department. It also marks 
the second case of what is called “communi-
ty spread,” meaning it could not be traced to 
travel to an area with an outbreak or contact 
with another infected person.

“Instances of community spread emphasize 
the importance of adhering to social distancing 
and basic personal control measures,” a news 
release from the Health Department said.

Health Department staff are monitoring the 
individual who tested positive and will follow 
up with anyone who is identified as a close con-
tact. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) defines “close contact” as 
being within six feet for 10 minutes or more.

To protect privacy, no other information 
about those who test positive is being released 
by the Health Department. 

As of 2 p.m. Tuesday, North Carolina had 
more than 1,500 confirmed cases in 82 of its 
100 counties, and has now seen 10 deaths at-
tributed to the highly contagious virus, ac-
cording to the N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services. More than 23,100 tests have 
been completed, and 157 people have been hos-
pitalized.

Dr. Mandy Cohen, state secretary of Health 

see LIMITS, page A1

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Ben Priest talked to Taylor Williams at least 
four times by telephone last week. The Carthage-
based farmer and chairman of the Sandhills 
Farm to Table program had a lot of ground to 
cover with Moore County’s outgoing horticul-
ture extension agent.

“He is trying to do what he can to make sure 
things are still going forward, that we have what 
we need,” said Priest.

In other words, Williams spent his last full 
week on the job doing exactly what he has done 
for the last 25 years: sharing his knowledge and 
resources with local farmers. 

Anna Jackson of White Hill Farms, winner 
of the 2019 Outstanding Farm Business Family 
award, said that expertise was particularly help-
ful when they transitioned from mainly poultry 
houses and tobacco to strawberries and produce.

“We’ve always gardened, but now we do it on 
a much larger scale. We leaned on Taylor for his 

Taylor Williams: 
Agent of Change 
in Moore County

COURT IS NOT IN SESSION

see WILLIAMS, page A4

A SLOW RECOVERY

DAVIS

OPINION
‘Open’ Does Not 
Mean Ordinary
The new normal calls for 

calm, level-headed behavior 

– and sacrifice.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
We’re Still the Same
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Operation Face Mask
Pinewild volunteers are 

answering the call to help 

shield those most at risk.

BUSINESS
Keeping Its Pace
Despite these uncertain 

times, the home selling 

market is continuing to thrive.


