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WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 67°
Precip: 0%
Winds: SSW at 
8mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B7-12 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-6

OPINION
Corso’s Building
Made us Better
This longtime champion for

all of Moore has always

focused on quality growth.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Republican or Trumpican?
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
A Novel Idea
Friends of the Aberdeen

Library are creatively expanding

the book exchange concept.

BUSINESS
Reboot, Recover, Rebuild
Local businesses are getting

welcome support from SCC’s
Small Business Center.

67°
42°

Cloudy
Feels Like: 61°
Precip: 10%
Winds: NE at 
7mph

60°
39°

Rain
Feels Like: 43°
Precip: 70%
Winds: ENE at 
7mph

46°
44°

AM Rain
Feels Like: 42°
Precip: 44%
Winds: W at 
5mph

61°
47°

Schools

Plan for

Vaccine
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

Now that school employees statewide are eli-
gible for vaccination against COVID-19, Moore 
County Schools is planning for teachers and other 
staff to start being vaccinated next week.

North Carolina has expanded vaccinations to 
those working in K-12 schools effective today. 
That eligibility also applies to the employees of 
private schools, preschools and child care cen-
ters.

Locally, FirstHealth of the Carolinas and the 
Moore County Health Department are still work-
ing to administer vaccines to adults age 65 and 
over who have been eligible since January as part 
of the second group in the state’s phased vaccina-
tion plan. Limited vaccine supplies and the state’s 
decision to allocate more vaccines to mass vac-
cination clinics in urban population centers have 
slowed those efforts somewhat.

But FirstHealth plans to begin vaccinating 
Moore County Schools personnel around March 
3. Catherine Murphy, Moore County Schools di-
rector for communications, said that about 1,300 
district employees have signed up for a vaccina-
tion slot.

About 1,900 district employees are now eligible 
for the vaccine. That includes about 1,000 teach-
ers and other licensed staff, 550 classified support 
staff, 84 bus drivers and 200 substitutes. 

The list of Moore County Schools employees in-
terested in being vaccinated was finalized earlier 
this month. Staff considered essential to keeping 
schools open will be prioritized for the vaccine.  
With expected supplies, FirstHealth projects that 
they’ll be able to administer the initial vaccine to 
all school staff by the end of March.

see VACCINE, page A12

TEACHERS, STAFF ELIGIBLE

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

Just like on a football field, play-
ers and coaches from the Sandhills 
Patriots youth football program 
were working as one unit toward a 
common goal on Saturday.

No helmets and shoulder pads 
were needed in this case as the 
more than 100 players and 15 
coaches packaged 10,000 meals in 
assembly-line fashion inside New 
Covenant Fellowship Church in 
Carthage to follow through the or-
ganization’s mindset of aiding oth-
ers.

“We want to continue to have 
the mindset of teaching and train-
ing young men to be good leaders 
with a service heart mindset,” said 
Patriots Director Joel Potter.

“There’s a lot of life lessons that 
got learned as far as the teamwork 
aspect. Again, teaching the kids 
that nothing happens without good 
hard work and effort, and a lot of 
heart put in behind it.”

The event was a part of Feed The 
Need, which provides prepack-
aged meals to those in need of food 
around the world. The bags were 
filled with rice, dehydrated vegeta-
bles and other sources of nutrients, 
then sealed and packed into boxes 
for the packing event.

Of the 10,000 meals that were 
packaged, 8,500 will be sent to 
Haiti, and 1,500 meals were saved 

for the local community and will 
be dispersed to the Boys and Girls 
Club and other charitable organiza-
tions, Potter said.

One box was filled with 40 bags. 
In total, a box would have 240 meal 
portions, which would be enough 
for one student to have meals for a 
year in Haiti.

The Sandhills Patriots sponsor 
three youth football teams for 9-, 
11- and 13-year-old players. The 
program aims to complete two ser-
vice projects per year, and this was 
the first of its kind.

In years past, the Patriots would 
use doughnut sales and other fund-
raising activities, and this event al-
lowed for more than just dollars to 

be raised for the team.
“This particular service project 

was a fundraiser for our organiza-
tion at the same time as a service 
project,” Potter said.

The program partnered with 
Champion Events from Alabama, 
which coordinated with Feed The 
Hunger to help raise funds for sup-
plies for the event. Players were 
also responsible for raising funds 
through sponsorships that would 
pay for supplies and shipping for 
the boxes.

“They stepped up and were ex-
tremely excited about serving oth-
ers once they got involved. They 
were a little skeptical up front, just 
because they had never seen any-
thing done like this before,” Potter 
said. “I saw a genuine love in the 
kids’ hearts for doing this.”

Potter said the plan is to do anoth-
er packing event in November.

“The main lesson that we were 
trying to teach and that we ex-
plained to our boys was that every-
thing is earned in life and nothing is 
given,” he said. “With that mindset, 
we need to be looking to serve oth-
ers before ourselves.”

The Patriots will play a five-game 
spring football season starting 
April 3 after this past fall season 
was wiped out due to the pandemic.

Contact Jonathan Bym at (910) 
693-2470 or jonathan@thepilot.com.

Youth Football Program Packs Up Meal Kits

Former Resource Officer 
Ordered to Pay $2M

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Superior Court 
Judge James Webb handed down a 
$2 million civil judgment last week 
against a former Pinecrest High 
School resource officer accused of 
sexually abusing a student he was 
assigned to mentor.

That judgment effectively re-
solves a civil suit brought by the 
plaintiff last fall against Joshua M. 
Evans and the Moore County Board 
of Education. The dollar figure is 
based in part on the ongoing cost of 

psychiatric treatment and therapy 
over the plaintiff’s lifetime as a re-
sult of her experiences.

On top of the civil judgment, the 
plaintiff’s attorneys intend to seek 
a retrial on three sets of charges 
of sex with a student and crimes 
against nature that were dismissed 
late last year. The jury in a 2019 
Superior Court trial could not reach 
a verdict on those charges, which 
were never retried.

The plaintiff testified in a hear-
ing on Thursday that Evans lured 
her into sexual acts on several oc-

casions during her sophomore and 
junior years at Pinecrest. 

The legal judgment filed Thursday 
afternoon states that Evans started 
meeting with the plaintiff week-
ly in the middle of her freshman 
year, when Pinecrest placed him in 
charge of her safety following re-
ports of bullying by other students. 
A total of seven separate sexual 
encounters between Evans and the 
plaintiff spanning from April 2016 
to January 2017, both in Evans’ 

MOORE COUNTY SCHOOLS

see OFFICER, page A4

Young Scholar 
Faces a Unique 
Crossroads

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Only a handful of high school seniors remain 
in the running for the Park and Morehead-Cain 
scholarship programs at North Carolina State 
and the University of North Carolina.

About 2,000 students from around the United 
States — and in the case of the Morehead, around 
the globe — were nominated for each program 
this year, and ultimately only 2 or 3 percent of 
them will be offered the full-ride scholarships.

All of which makes North Moore High School’s 
Mallie Clara Purvis pretty special: She’s still in 
the running for both.

Purvis is among about 160 finalists for the 
Morehead-Cain at the University of North 
Carolina and 112 finalists for the Park Scholarship 
at N.C. State. She spent last weekend participat-
ing in a final round of virtual interviews and 
selection activities for the Park Scholarship. 
Finalists’ weekend for the Morehead is coming 
up in a few days.

Both programs were designed to attract moti-
vated, community-oriented students from North 
Carolina and beyond, and the cost of tuition and 
living expenses for four years of study is just the 
start of what they offer. Scholars have the finan-
cial and institutional support to address commu-

see CROSSROADS page A4

RARE FEAT

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

Sandhills Patriots Football players, coaches and parents prepare meals at New Covenant Fellowship Church 
in Carthage Saturday. 

TACKLING HUNGER

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 
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