
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

A spokesperson for the Moore County 
Health Department said the agency 
will begin flagging death certificates 
for individuals who have died of com-
plications from COVID-19 to “minimize 
any future delays” in announcing fatal 
infections to the public.

The decision came after The Pilot 
reported on the deaths of four elderly 
residents at Magnolia Gardens, an as-
sisted living community in Southern 
Pines. The residents all perished amid 

a coronavirus outbreak at the facility 
in October, but their deaths were not 
announced by the Health Department 
until Nov. 24.

When asked why the deaths took 
more than a month to announce, the 
Health Department alleged that the 
residents died while receiving hospice 
care in another county, creating confu-
sion about which county was obligated 
to claim the deaths. 

This was disputed by Debbie Ogburn, 
administrator of Magnolia Gardens. 
She said the residents never left the 
facility.

Uncertified copies of the residents’ 
death certificates obtained by The 
Pilot showed that the residents all died 
at Magnolia Gardens. The four death 
certificates were filed from Oct. 15 to 
Nov. 2 by a registrar for the Health 
Department. That means the agency 
possessed information about the deaths 
weeks before they were announced.

Matt Garner, public information of-
ficer for the department, confirmed on 
Tuesday that the original explanation 
given to The Pilot on behalf of his agen-
cy was incorrect. Writing in an email 
in response to follow-up questions from 

a reporter, Garner acknowledged that 
the four residents died at Magnolia 
Gardens and not outside Moore County. 

But Magnolia Gardens failed to notify 
the Health Department of the deaths, 
he said.

“Long-term care/congregate living 
facilities are required to immediate-
ly report any communicable diseases 
and any communicable disease deaths 
to the Health Department,” he said. “If 
a resident of a long-term care facility 
passes and they were COVID-positive, 
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At Issue
BY MARY KATE MURPHY  

Staff writer

The Moore County Board of Education will pay 
$200,000 to a former Pinecrest High School stu-
dent who in 2017 accused a school resource offi-
cer of engaging her in sexual acts.

The board agreed to that settlement in a special 
meeting Monday night during two hours of dis-
cussion behind closed doors. There was no other 
business on the board’s agenda aside from that 
closed session, which elected boards typically 
use to discuss confidential legal and personnel 
matters.

Monday’s session included discussion of the civ-
il case known as “L.P. v. Moore County Board of 
Education.” Case files and related documentation 
were sealed from view of the public after a joint 
motion by the school district and the plaintiff on 
Sept. 18. Settlements in cases involving public en-
tities can be sealed by a judge’s order stating an 
overriding interest in favor of confidentiality.

“The parties have agreed to settle the case for 
payment of $200,000 by Moore County Schools, 
with no admission of liability or wrongdoing on the 
part of any party,” read a statement from school 
board attorney Neal Ramee, issued Monday night. 

see ACTIONS, page A14
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County Adjusts to Recording Virus Deaths

see DEATHS, page A5

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

ROBBINS CHRISTMAS PARADE

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

People from across northern Moore came out Thursday to take part in or watch the annual Robbins Christmas parade through downtown. MORE PHOTOS, A2.

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer 

Staff members at The Greens in Pinehurst are working 
to contain a second coronavirus outbreak at the facility.

Wendy Leary, administrator of the nursing home, said 
53 elderly residents and 11 employees have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus, as of 
Thursday afternoon.

“We are extremely diligent in following all recom-
mendations set forth by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, and Department of Health to reduce the risk of 
transmission, and we will continue to work closely with 
local, state and federal agencies for the most up-to-date 
health advisory information and guidance to ensure the 
health and safety of all our residents and staff,” Leary said 
in a statement to The Pilot.

This is the second outbreak identified at The Greens, 

which is located on Rattlesnake Trail, since the start of the 
pandemic. An outbreak is defined by the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services as two or more active in-
fections in a congregate-living setting

Only eight cases of COVID-19 were reported during the 
nursing home’s previous outbreak, which began in early 
August and concluded around the end of October. An out-
break is considered to be over when there is no evidence 
of continued virus transmission within a facility.

In addition to the 64 cases at The Greens, nearly 50 coro-
navirus cases are now linked to an outbreak at St. Joseph 
of the Pines.

On Tuesday, DHHS reported that 17 elderly residents 
and 32 employees of the Southern Pines nursing home 
have tested positive for COVID-19. That’s up from Nov. 24, 
when the state said two residents and 19 staff members 

Nursing Homes Struggle to Contain Outbreaks

COVID CASES

WHITEHALL TRACT

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Ownership of a large, mostly undeveloped tract of 
farmland in Southern Pines may soon shift into town 
hands, pending the outcome of a public hearing sched-
uled Tuesday.

The Southern Pines Town Council will consider the 
$1.6 million deal to acquire the 157-acre Whitehall 
Tract. Located on Pee Dee Road, the land abuts the 
town’s existing Reservoir Park and Elizabeth High 
Rounds Park properties.

During Wednesday’s agenda meeting, town leaders 
approved the transfer of $245,000 from the general 
capital reserve fund in preparation of the public hear-

ing to consider the proposed land acquisition. 
“This is step one to a very exciting project,” said 

Southern Pines Mayor Carol Haney.
The property is currently owned by Barbara Sherman, 

a retired veterinarian and professor of North Carolina 
State University’s College of Veterinary Medicine. 
Sherman also previously served as president of the 
Sandhills Area Land Trust (SALT).

Haney said Sherman initiated discussions with the 
town in 2019 about the proposed land acquisition proj-
ect. If the deal goes forward, she anticipated the site 
would be left as is, at least temporarily, while a recre-
ation master plan is developed.

SP May Buy Prime Acreage Near Park

see OUTBREAKS, page A4

see ACREAGE, page A5


