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OPINION
A Groundbreaking

In So Many Ways
FirstHealth’s new comprehensive
cancer center will be a haven
of hope, healing and help.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
First Impressions Last
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Something for Everyone
Whatever their age, the MC
Library has an online reading
program for kids this summer.

SPORTS 
Streak Continued
The Union Pines Viking  
wrestling team dominates at
conference championships. 

83°
66°

MONDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 97°
Precip: 40%
Winds: SW at 5 mph
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Curriculum
Refinement
Underway

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Some school board members would like to put 
the brakes on Moore County Schools’ imple-
mentation of new state guidelines for teaching 
social studies.

Effective this fall, North Carolina’s standard 
course of study will more actively incorporate 
the contributions and experiences of women 
and minorities throughout history. The state’s 
standards for social studies have been rewrit-
ten at each level from kindergarten through 
eighth grade, and for each high school social 
studies course.

A team of about two dozen Moore County 
Schools teachers is currently combing through 
the new standards. Their goal is to develop a 
framework for how teachers in each grade and 
class might structure their teaching in accor-
dance with the new guidelines. But in the inter-
est of time, they’re starting that work before 
the state’s Department of Public Instruction 
finishes writing its own supporting documents 
for those standards.

That process hit a snag earlier this month 
when the State Board of Education delayed a 
vote on the first set of materials related to the 
new standards. Those materials included a 
“crosswalk” comparing the previous standards 
to the new ones in kindergarten through 12th 
grade and a glossary of terms that frequently 
appear in the standards. 

But due to an oversight, the glossary present-
ed to the state board was a draft that had not 
been fully edited. In addition to misspelling 
former President Ronald Reagan’s name, the 
glossary did not cite sources to help teachers 
and others understand what its definitions were 
based on.

Directors from DPI’s standards, curriculum 
and instruction division are now working with 

Slight Hike in Utility Fees for Southern Pines
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

Southern Pines residents can 
expect little change on their tax 
bill for the upcoming year. The 
Southern Pines Town Council ad-
opted its 2021-22 budget Tuesday, 
holding the property tax rate at 40 
cents per $100 valuation for the 
fifth consecutive year.

The $22.5 million general fund 
budget represents an increase of 
approximately $1.75 million over 
the current budget. The budget, 
which begins on July 1, not only 
maintains current service levels, 
it also includes resources to re-
store programs such as recreation, 
which had been scaled back over 
the past year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“As we began our 2021 fiscal 
year last July, we were facing 
a number of unknowns with the 
spread of COVID-19, so we pre-

pared a budget that relied on col-
lective educated assumptions and 
conservative approaches,” Town 
Manager Reagan Parsons said. 
“I’m pleased to report that, from 
a financial standpoint, the past 12 
months have proven far more pos-
itive than we anticipated. Sales tax 
revenues have been unexpectedly 
strong, exceeding collections from 
previous years in almost every 
month.

“This has allowed us to adjust 
our assumptions upward for the 
coming year, greatly helping our 
financial position, since sales tax 
revenues make up over one-fourth 
of our operating budget,” he add-
ed.

While the property tax rate will 
remain flat, the town’s overall 
property tax revenues are project-
ed to increase 2.5 percent, based 
on county estimates, due to resi-
dential and commercial growth in 

the area. Revenues collected from 
property taxes will total approxi-
mately $11.1 million for FY 2022.

“While Southern Pines is not ex-
periencing the explosion in growth 
and property values that com-
munities in the Triangle region 
are, we are faring far better than 
most communities in what many 
consider ‘rural’ North Carolina,” 
said Southern Pines Director of 
Finance Tess Brubaker-Speis, 
noting that property taxes rep-
resent nearly 60 percent of total 
revenues. “Through even small 
amounts of growth, we can keep 
our property tax rates low and still 
receive the revenues we need to 
provide the services our commu-
nity expects.”

The town has also faced in-
creased expenses for waste haul-
ing and recycling services. In 
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The 2021 SE Regional American 6-Wicket Croquet tournament began this past week at the Pinehurst Country 
Club and runs through today. Thursday’s matches were punctuated with heavy thunderstorms.

A WICKET STORM

Lancaster to Resign Seat Early
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

Southern Pines Town Councilman 
Mitch Lancaster plans to resign his 

seat this summer 
and will not seek 
re-election to a sec-
ond term. The deci-
sion coincides with 
his family’s move 
to a new home in 
the Country Club 
of North Carolina 
(CCNC), which is in 

Pinehurst.
“We love being close to all the 

things downtown, but there is 
give and take to life,” Lancaster 

said, noting he’s been a member of 
CCNC for nine years and his fami-
ly is looking forward to living clos-
er to its amenities.

Lancaster announced his deci-
sion in advance of the open filing 
period for municipal elections that 
begins Friday, July 2, at 12 p.m., 
and runs through Friday, July 
16, at 12 p.m. In total, 37 munici-
pal seats will be determined in 
November’s general election, in-
cluding two seats on the Southern 
Pines Town Council, which are 
currently held by Lancaster and 
Councilman Mike Saulnier.

Lancaster was initially elected 
to the Town Council in 2017, earn-

ing the second highest tally of 
votes behind Mayor Carol Haney. 
Lancaster is a local business own-
er who serves on the Resource 
Development Committee of 
the Boys and Girls Club of the 
Sandhills. He and Haney are both 
past presidents of the Southern 
Pines Rotary Club.

During his four-year term, 
Lancaster has proven to be a con-
sistent supporter of economic de-
velopment and business interests 
in the community. He also served 
on the West Southern Pines Task 
Force.

see RESIGN, page A4

see CURRICULUM, page A13

DELAY STILL SOUGHT

NO PROPERTY TAX HIKE

MOVING TO PINEHURST

Robbins Adopts 
Budget, Annexes 
New Property

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

The Robbins Board of Commissioners have 
been taking a lot of heat locally over funding in 
the new budget for its police department, and 
that stress point spilled out Thursday night as 
well.

Commissioners approved the budget devel-
oped by interim town manager Jon Barlow, but 
not before clarifying their positions on fund-
ing for police and other operations.

Robbins has repeatedly struggled over the 
years with funding operations because of its 
diminished tax base. The town has the county’s 
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see FEES, page A3 see BUDGET, page A3
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Commissioner Kevin Stewart does the math 
on a poster to explain the increase in fund-
ing the Robbins Police Department will receive 
with the newly approved budget.

LANCASTER


