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TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sunny and Cool
Feels Like: 58°
Precip: 1%
Winds: E at 
4 mph

SATURDAY

OPINION
A Day of Public 

Thanksgiving
The words of Washington 

and Lincoln remind us of 

the meaning of this holiday. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Worth the Change
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Sandhills Best Bets
There’s something for 
everyone on this calendar 

of upcoming events.

BUSINESS
A Push to Keep it Local
Supply chain disruptions have 

made shopping locally the best 

way to put gifts under the tree.
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Partly Sunny
Feels Like: 63°
Precip: 3%
Winds: SW at 
6 mph
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39°

Sunny 
Feels Like: 55°
Precip: 8%
Winds: NW at 
8 mph

56°
19°

Mostly Sunny
Feels Like: 57°
Precip: 2%
Winds: WNW at 
5 mph

55°
26°
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Threat 
Finally
Aired

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The Boys and Girls Club of the Sandhills’ long 
year of regrouping is about to pay off with the 
opening of two new after-school program sites.

Like so many other organizations, the pandemic 
totally rearranged its plans. The club saw its mem-
bership shrink by half in 2020 and had to adjust to 
the closing of the old Aberdeen Elementary School, 
where it ran programs for Aberdeen-area students. 
Those factors combined forced the Boys and Girls 
Club to consolidate from three locations to operat-
ing only out of its headquarters in Southern Pines.

Since 1998, the Boys and Girls Club of the 
Sandhills has become the largest youth service or-
ganization in Moore County. 

The club offers after-school and summer pro-
grams that emphasize fun and educational activ-
ities as well as developing life skills for students 
who might not otherwise be supervised outside of 
school hours. Now the club is set to move its ele-
mentary school program for Southern Pines area 
members to a new location at Moore Montessori 
Community School on North May Street. 

NEW SPACES

Boys and Girls Club Making Big Moves

see CLUB, page A12

RUNNERS GET AHEAD OF THE CARVE

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

Staffers Mary Perryman and Germann Bostic, board member 
Jeff Gilbert and Jaiden and Brianna Brewington during the 
open house for the Boys & Girls Club of the Sandhills Trinity 
Unit on Nov. 18. 

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The Pinehurst Village Council may be in-
stalling two new members this week, but al-
legations of ethics violations levied among 
sitting members may not be over yet.

While one of those two council members ac-
cused — Kevin Drum — lost his re-election bid 
earlier this month and is stepping down, the 
other — Lydia Boesch — remains on the council 
and shows no sign of letting the matter go away.

The Village Council never voted to formal-
ly censure either Boesch or Drum for the in-
cidents that raised questions when held up 
against the council’s code of ethics. Mayor John 
Strickland no longer plans to pursue any such 
vote, writing in a letter in Sunday’s edition of 
The Pilot that the council “considers these 
Code of Ethics matters to be closed.”

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The Aberdeen Board of 
Commissioners on Monday sched-
uled an open house to unveil the 
town’s newly constructed police 
station, a $5 million project that 
town manager Paul Sabiston de-
scribed as “several years com-
ing.”

“I don’t get to say this often, but 
the project with the police facility 
is complete,” said Sabiston, add-
ing that the police department is 
currently operating out of the new 
building.

The 18,200-square-foot facility 
on U.S. 1 is more than twice the 
size of the old station, which was 
built for a much smaller commu-
nity in 1992. Fewer than 3,500 peo-
ple lived in Aberdeen at the time.

Since then, the town’s popula-
tion has increased to more than 
7,500. The police department has 
also continued to grow, with four 

new officers sworn in last month 
alone. Construction of the station 
began last year and was financed 
through a 20-year loan from First 
Bank. The final cost of the proj-
ect is expected to come in about 
$100,000 under budget, according 
to Sabiston.

“It really has come together 
over the last few months,” he said 
of the project. “It’s a fine facility.”

The finishing touch, Sabiston 
said, will be a memorial sculpture 
at the main entrance of the facil-
ity. 

Jaymie Baxley can be reached at 
(910) 693-2484 or jaymie@thepilot.
com.

PHOTO BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Aberdeen Police Chief Carl Colasacco, 
pictured in the still-under-construction 
station in July. 

‘REGRETTABLE BLACK EYE’

Aberdeen Plans to Unveil Facility
Ethics Conflict 

Not Going Away

see ETHICS, page A5

A public open house at 
Aberdeen’s new police 
station will be held from 4-6 
p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 1. 
Officials are expected to speak.

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Costumes took first place at the Pinehurst Turkey Trot, the 40th installment of the 5k 
and 1-mile fun organized by FirstHealth. Saturday’s event was the first since 2019.

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools on 
Monday released a recording 
of the voicemail that’s spurred 
heightened security at school 
board meetings since mid-Sep-
tember.

The profanity-laden 44-sec-
ond call was first disclosed on 

Sept. 10, the 
day a human 
r e s o u r c e s 
employee re-
ported it. It 
had been left 
around 5:30 

p.m. on Sept. 7, but wasn’t dis-
covered until two days later.

The voice message spurred 
a hasty relocation of the school 
board’s Sept. 13 regular meet-
ing from West Pine Elementary 
to the district’s central office. 
At the time, district officials 
described it as a “particular 
concern” and “credible threat,” 
but said there was no perceived 

PROFANE TIRADE

see THREAT, page A6

A recording 
of the phone 
message can 
be heard at 
thepilot.com.


