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OPINION
School Staff Are

Vaccine Priorities
Administering shots is our best

chance of stabilizing schools

after a very unstable year.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
The Problems on Indiana
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Broadening His Horizons
A former Broadway actor/

singer/dancer adds director

to his list of talents.

SPORTS 
Back on the Gridiron
North Moore falls while

Pinecrest and Union Pines

open the season victorious.
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Foxfire’s Longleaf Restoration 

Begins With Prescribed Burn
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

A prescribed burn was conducted on a 6-acre section 
of Foxfire’s Village Green Park Thursday, a first step 
of what officials hope will be a more comprehensive 
longleaf restoration program at the 51-acre site.

Working with True North Forestry in collaboration 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the North Carolina 
Sandhills Prescribed Burn Association (SPBA), village 
leaders approved the controlled burn plan in 2020.

“We really wanted to do this to clear out the non-na-
tive trees. That will make the park more pleasant for 
walkers, and you’ll be able to enjoy the rolling terrain,” 
said Councilman Don Boito, who oversees the village’s 
streets and parks interests. “The long-term goal is res-
toration of the longleaf forest.”

Foxfire’s Village Green Park was dedicated in 2007 
and features two picnic shelters, a playground and fit-
ness trail, and a mile-long wooded walking trail. Traces 
of Moore County’s ecological history remain here, but 
the park’s natural areas and views are obscured by 
thick stands of slash pine and scrub oaks.

Boito said the project began with a bigger goal of us-
ing equipment to remove some of the non-native trees, 
but there were concerns about potential damage to 
neighboring properties and challenges with access.

In 2020, SPBA met with village leaders and invited 

them to participate in their regional longleaf pine res-
toration efforts. The nonprofit organization works with 
local private landowners and municipalities to educate 
and assist with prescribed burn activities. SPBA is a 
member of a much broader longleaf restoration pro-
gram that has been underway for 25 years across the 
southeastern U.S.

SPBA coordinator Jesse Wimberley said Foxfire 
is a critical link because of its central location and 
close proximity to other large conservation lands in 
the Sandhills, including the 1,500-acre Stonehill Pines 
property.

“Foxfire holds great promise as a demonstration 
site for longleaf pine restoration,” Wimberley said. 
“Longleaf doesn’t tolerate fire; they are dependent on 
it.”

In fact, without fire, the longleaf pine forest ecosys-
tem ceases to function as a unique habitat. Rather than 
an event, a prescribed burn should be viewed as an on-
going process of land management. Fire is a necessary 
tool to restore the native ground cover and prepare the 
seedbed for the next generation of longleaf pine.

Prescribed burns also reduce the “fuel load” of pine 
needles, choked vegetation and natural debris so the 
threat of an uncontrolled wildfire is diminished.

Wimberley, a fourth-generation Moore County farm-

see RESTORATION, page A4

Coalition

Chooses

Director
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

The Sandhills/Moore Coalition for Human 
Care has named Stephen Phillips to its top 
leadership position.

Phillips steps into his new role on Wednesday, 
March 3, assuming the reins from Barrett 
Walker, who has led the organization since 
2011.

“We are excited to have Stephen take on the 
role of executive director of the Coalition,” said 
Coalition Board President PJ Van Laningham. 
“Stephen has proven leadership skills and cre-
ative problem-solving abilities as well as team 
development and strategic planning excel-
lence. He has been described as leading with 
integrity and a genuine care for others.”

Phillips joins the Coalition after seven years 
with St. Joseph of the Pines, serving as execu-
tive director of independent living and, more 
recently, as executive director of operations. 

Originally from Dayton, Ohio, Phillips re-
ceived a master’s degree in clinical exercise 
physiology from Northeastern University. 
In addition to his work with St. Joseph of 
the Pines, which is one of the county’s larg-
est employers, he also previously worked 
with Pinehurst Resort and FirstHealth of the 
Carolinas.  

“I thank the board for this opportunity and 
look forward to serving those in need,” Phillips 
said. “The residents of St. Joe’s have made tre-
mendous donations to the Coalition over the 
years and, on a whole, the Coalition has always 

NONPROFIT LEADER

Village, Library May Have Struck a Deal
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

Years of deliberations by Pinehurst’s leaders over 
whether or not to bring library services under the vil-
lage’s umbrella may be coming to a close.

Mayor John Strickland confirmed that the village 
and representatives of the privately owned Given 
Memorial Library are planning an announcement 
on Monday about the future of library services in 
Pinehurst.

Strickland’s comment came after another council 
member, Kevin Drum, exuberantly spilled the beans 
in a late-night Facebook post Friday.

The Village Council has spent much of the last six 
months discussing the possibility that the village 
might take over library management, and every as-
pect of what that would entail: from where to place the 
building to which offerings, from physical collections 
to conference space, village residents value most.

Given Memorial has served Pinehurst since 1964 and 
operates the Tufts Archives in the same building on 
Cherokee Road. The potential for expanding that facil-

ity has been a hot topic in Pinehurst, and critical to the 
Village Council’s discussions of potential library loca-
tions, since further encroaching on the Village Green 
is a touchy subject with the National Park Service 

MONDAY ANNOUNCEMENT

see DEAL, page A2
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NC Sandhills Prescribed Burn Association has been working with Foxfire Village to restore the 51-acre public 
park. Longleaf pine ecosystems need fire to thrive.

CATCHING FIRE

Village Leader 
Supporting End 
Of Face Masks

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

A Pinehurst Village Councilwoman said an an-
ti-mask campaign involving local businesses was 
mischaracterized as an “uprising” in an email 
newsletter from the Moore County Republican 
Party.

Lydia Boesch, who was elected to the council 
in 2019, is a member of Freedom Matters N.C., a 
group that is asking businesses to display fliers 
promoting the end of a nonexistent “COVID lock-
down in the USA.”  

The fliers go on to falsely state that “masks are 
no longer mandatory” beginning March 1. Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s executive order requiring North 
Carolinians to wear face coverings in public will 
remain in effect until at least March 26.

The campaign was described as an “Alfie Oakes 
uprising” in the Moore County Republican Party’s 
newsletter, a reference to the owner of a Florida 
grocery store where people were filmed shopping 
without masks in a recent viral video. In a post 
shared on the store’s Facebook page shortly af-
ter January’s deadly insurrection in Washington, 
D.C., Oakes wrote that the Founding Fathers 
would have “stormed the Capitol and slayed ev-
ery one of the traitors to liberty, freedom, our 
Constitution and our country.”

Justin Bradford, a Pinehurst resident, went 
before the Village Council after seeing Boesch’s 
name in the newsletter. Reading from prepared 
remarks during Tuesday’s council meeting, 
Bradford asked if Boesch was “calling for vio-
lence against the people of this community.” She 
did not respond to his question.

The Southern Pines Police Department on Friday 

COVID PROTEST

see DIRECTOR, page A6

see FACE MASKS, page A3
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Workers spruced up the Given Memorial Library in 
Pinehurst last spring. 


