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The Pilot

WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Partly Sunny
Feels Like: 46°
Precip: 10%
Winds: ENE at 
7mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B6-12 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7, 11 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-5

OPINION
Perfect Time to

Hike Room Tax
It’s what we need to
get Moore’s tourism
industry back on top.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
An Easy Trip
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Keep on Ticking
Cardiologist Sun Moon Kim
offers observations, advice
for heart-healthy eating.

BUSINESS
Coming Into View
The USGA has chosen the
designers of its second
headquarters in Pinehurst.

45°
34°

Rain
Feels Like: 33°
Precip: 65%
Winds: NE at 
7mph

40°
34°

AM Rain
Feels Like: 48°
Precip: 70%
Winds: NNW at 
7mph

49°
23°

Sunny
Feels Like: 42°
Precip: 0%
Winds: NW at 
7mph

43°
24°

Carthage 
Requests 
School

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY 
Staff Writer

It may yet be several years before Moore County 
is ready — or financially willing — to build new 
schools, but the Carthage Board of Commissioners 
is making known it wants a replacement elemen-
tary school.

The board passed a resolution during its month-
ly meeting Monday in support of rebuilding the 
70-year-old elementary school that bears the 
town’s name.

According to the resolution, Carthage Elementary 
has been in “operation since the 1950s with very 
few upgrades.” The document, adopted in a unan-
imous vote by the commissioners, goes on to state 
that the school is “too old and renovations would be 
too expensive.”

Instead, the town wants to see a “replacement el-
ementary school built on the same site as the cur-
rent school.”

Although the school can accommodate 440 stu-
dents, its current enrollment is listed as 331. It was 
391 in the prior school year. According to the dis-
trict’s student assignment plan, projected growth 
shows the school slightly exceeding its capacity in 
the 2028-2029 school year.

But the problems with Carthage Elementary are 
less about size than condition. Addressing town 
commissioners Monday night, Town Manager 
Tom Robinson said he met with both Schools 
Superintendent Bob Grimesey and school board 
Chairwoman Libby Carter before the pandemic to 
discuss concerns about water quality at the school.

“The superintendent said, ‘Well, this school just 
needs to be replaced,’ and we agreed,” Robinson 
said. “The superintendent went further and said 
that probably the only reason it was not included 
in the bond issue is because Carthage didn’t push 

see SCHOOL, page A12

NEW ELEMENTARY

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Two Moore County natives with 
decades of community involve-
ment were recently honored with 

North Carolina’s 
highest award for 
public service.

Wiley Barrett 
and Nancy Gouger 
Smith were both due 
to be presented the 
Order of the Long 
Leaf Pine in 2020. 
The award is tradi-

tionally presented as a surprise to 
its recipients in conjunction with a 
public event or meeting.

But with most of those opportuni-
ties on hold last year, Barrett was 
finally honored in December with a 
presentation from State Rep. Jamie 
Boles at his home in Southern Pines. 
State Sen. Tom McInnis presented 
Smith’s award last month at Given 
Memorial Library in Pinehurst.

Barrett and Smith are both 
Pinehurst natives and remember 
when the village’s population was 
counted in the hundreds. Though 
they contributed to Moore County 
in very different arenas, both have 
seen their early work evolve be-
yond them: Barrett in the lives of 
countless students and athletes, 
and Smith with the evolution of the 

Given Memorial Library.
The Order of the Long Leaf Pine 

was established in 1963 to rec-
ognize those who have made sig-
nificant contributions to North 
Carolina through their outstanding 
service records and remarkable 
achievements.

Molded by Basketball
Induction probably shouldn’t 

have come as a surprise to Barrett 
after a 50-year career spanning 
classrooms, boardrooms and athlet-
ic fields. He was among the seventh 
generation in his family to grow up 

Two Stalwarts Honored with Long Leaf Award

see LONG LEAF, page A5

McLean Passionate for  
Community, Education

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Veola McLean, believed to 
be the first female African 
American from Moore County 
to enlist in the Air Force, was 
known for her feisty spirit and 
willingness to put her words 
into action in the community.

“Little Sister,” as she was 
called affectionately, died 
Wednesday, Feb. 10. She was 89 
years old.

“She could be as sweet as co-
conut cake, and she could be as 

hard as peanut brittle, depend-
ing on the subject matter and 
the circumstance,” said long-
time friend Tessie Taylor.

McLean grew up in West 
Southern Pines, and after grad-
uating from high school in 1948, 
enlisted in the military. Her 
close friend Suzanne Coleman 
explained that as a student of 
history, McLean chose the Air 
Force because it was one of the 
first military branches and the 

‘A COMMITTED PERSON’

see MCLEAN, page A4

Road Resurfacing 
Projects Scheduled 

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Several key corridors in southern Moore 
County, including U.S. 15-501, U.S. 1, Morganton 
Road and Airport Road, will see resurfacing proj-
ects begin this year, with some work likely con-
tinuing into 2022.

Brandon Jones, N.C. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) Division 8 engineer, said 
the resurfacing projects will have no effect on 
the timelines of other major road projects that 
have been postponed to accommodate the 2024 
U.S. Open in Pinehurst.

“Resurfacing is a whole different program than 
other road projects. It is more about keeping up 
with what you’ve got,” Jones said. “We did delay 
some work last year because of revenue concerns 
and COVID-19 impacts, and have now returned to 
a somewhat regular schedule of resurfacing let-
ting (bidding).”

Specific resurfacing project areas that have 
been announced include U.S. 15-501 from north 
of Morganton Road up to and including the 
Pinehurst Traffic Circle; U.S. 1 from West Main 
Street in downtown Aberdeen to the Saunders 
Street area in Southern Pines; Airport Road from 
west of the N.C. 22 airport roundabout to Midland 
Road (N.C. 2); and Morganton Road between U.S. 
15-501 and U.S. 1 in Southern Pines, and N.C. 5 to 
Turnberry Way in Pinehurst.

Jones said some roads were prioritized, such 
as resurfacing U.S. 1 between Aberdeen and 

see RESURFACING page A4

NCDOT UPDATE

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

Left, John Finley with an umbrella assist for his granddaughter Katherine, 9, at Downtown Park in Southern 
Pines. Above right, Tina Finley and her granddaughter Alexandra, 7, skip along a stone wall. Below, a woman 
bundles up, not letting the rainy, chilly weather prevent her from a brisk walk in Whispering Pines.
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