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WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Mostly Sunny
Feels Like: 94°
Precip: 25%
Winds: SSE at 
6 mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B7-12 

Scene A8-9

Obituaries A7 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-5

OPINION
Hospital Must Do 

Vaccine Mandate
FirstHealth, heal thyself; 

‘Labor Economics’ just 
doesn’t work as excuse.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
When Will We Ever Learn?
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
The Joy of Jazz
Carrie Marshall Quintet adds 
a high note to Weymouth’s
Come Sunday Jazz Brunch.

BUSINESS
The Fun Continues

To Rock The Cradle
A new open-air bar makes 
plans to join the party.

88°
68°

Partly Sunny
Feels Like: 89°
Precip: 25%
Winds: SSW at 
5 mph

84°
67°

Some Showers
Feels Like: 89°
Precip: 60%
Winds: SW at 
6 mph

83°
68°

Mostly Sunny
Feels Like: 92°
Precip: 25%
Winds: WSW at 
6 mph

86°
67°

Meeting Derailed 
By Disagreement

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

A woman was asked to leave 
an anti-mask rally in front of 
the Moore County school sys-
tem’s district office on Monday 
after telling protesters that 
she recently tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Kate Bonsal, a mother of three 
who said she supports the dis-
trict’s policy requiring students 
and faculty members to wear 
face coverings in schools, at-
tended the outdoor demonstra-
tion as a counter-protester. She 
held a sign that read “Fighting 
for the Right to Spread a Virus,” 
with a mirror affixed between 
the handwritten text.

“I held the mirror in front of 
people’s faces,” said Bonsal, 
who was one of the few masked 
individuals in the crowd of more 
than 100 people. “I needed them 
to see themselves.”

Bonsal said she told some of 
the protesters that she tested 
positive for COVID-19 less than 
two weeks ago. She said she had 
undergone the 10-day quaran-
tine required by her employer 
before attending the protest.

“I said that I had had it and 
completed my quarantine, and 
any one of them could have it as 
well,” Bonsal said. 

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Lately the Moore County Board of 
Education has developed a reputation 
for meetings that stretch well past 
10 p.m., but business scheduled for 
Monday was left unaddressed in a meet-
ing that never made it past the one-hour 
mark.

At least three board members arrived at 
the meeting Monday afternoon in the hope 
of postponing it — because of a change of 
venue after a reported threat against at 
least one school board member.

BY JONATHAN BYM
Staff Writer

Robbins Town Hall is a little more 
busy nowadays with the recent hir-
ing of two administrative positions.

Jessica Coltrane was hired as 
the new town clerk and Stephanie 
Maness was hired as the finance 
officer, making those two positions 
staffed for the first time since last 
year, when Kim Williams stepped 
down from the financial officer 

position. Hannah 
Hungerford worked 
part-time in the town 
clerk role in recent 
months until a new 
clerk was hired.

“The last two 
weeks, especial-
ly what we have 
learned, is that I 

can go take care of problems with 
citizens, and the work keeps going 
here,” Town Manager Clint Mack 
said. “Everything I try to solve has 
some sort of administrative task at-
tached to it and also has some sort of 
financial requirement to it.”

With both workers now settled in, 
Mack said he can spend more time 
looking at big-picture projects for 
the town.

“This was the first two weeks I felt 
like I was being the town manag-
er and not just putting out fires,” he 
said. “They are invaluable, and I’m 
just very happy we made those deci-
sions.”

Both Coltrane and Maness bring 
an appreciation for Robbins and its 
small-town feel, having spent time in 
the area.

Coltrane brings in more than 20 
years of experience working in the 
banking industry, with the last five 
years spent serving as the branch 
manager for the Fidelity Bank branch 
in Robbins. 

Through that job and being a mem-
ber of the Robbins Rotary Club, she 
has gained an appreciation for the 
town.

“Just my contacts here in Robbins 
and my relationships I have formed 
here, everybody kind of treats you 
like you are part of the family,” 
Coltrane said. “I have a strong back-
ground with anything government 
just dealing with that part of the 
banking side.

“I’m still learning all of this, but as 
far as the grant side, you have to be re-
ally organized and I am that through 
working. I was a branch manager so I 
had to be highly organized.”

Most of her banking experience 
has been working in community 
banks, which also relates to her new 
position.

Robbins Fills 
2  Vacancies 
In Town Hall

MAKING PROGRESS 

ON STAFFING 

see ROBBINS, page A6

BY MACKENZIE FRANCISCO
Staff Writer

Upon discovering the absence of 
his teenage African spurred tortoise 
on Saturday, Aug. 28, Randal Caswell 
immediately sprung into action, post-
ing a lost pet ad with The Pilot and 
spreading the word on social media.

Two days, said tortoise — Princess 
Bowser — was making her way 
through Carthage with the wind 
blowing through her shell and a line 
of cars riding her tail.

Michael Howell was driving down 

Rockingham Street —about a quar-
ter-mile away from where Princess 
Bowser escaped — when he saw a 
man herding a tortoise down the road.

“I yelled out, ‘Hey man, you should 
get your tortoise out of the road,’ 
to which he replied, ‘Naw, Bo. This 
here’s a snappin’ turtle and I’m not 
touchin’ him,’” Howell said.

“I informed the guy that it was, in 
fact, a tortoise and probably some-
one’s pet.”

Howell’s wife then turned to 
Facebook, asking if anyone had lost 

their tortoise.
The post connected Princess 

Bowser back to Caswell. She was 
soon reunited with her African 
spurred tortoise sister, Tortuga, at 
their Carthage home.

So, how does one lose a tortoise?
According to Caswell, Princess 

Bowser is just like her Mario vid-
eo game namesake — not fast, but 
strong. He’s since repaired the chain 
link she “busted through,” but keep 
an eye out next time you’re near the 
courthouse just in case.

ON THE, UH, RUN?

Escaped Tortoise Back Home After Rescue From Carthage Streets

MACKENZIE FRANCISCO / The Pilot

Princess Bowser had a brush with social media 
stardom after being spotted on Rockingham Street.

Anti-Mask 
Protesters 
Call Cops 
On Mom

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS MOVE. THEN ADJOURN. THEN RESCHEDULE.

MACK

‘They Called Me 
A Super-Spreader’

see PROTESTERS, page A6

see MEETING, page A6PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Protesters gather outside the Moore County Schools building in Carthage during Monday’s short-lived meeting.  

INSIDE: SEE A TIMELINE OF THE BOARD’S DECISIONS       PAGE A6


