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Moore County voters turned out in force on the first 
Moore County voters turned out in force on the first 
day of in-person early voting on Thursday. Long lines 
filed out of the four poll sites for much of the day, with 
voters spaced out in the lines to keep to social distanc-
ing standards.

Lines of cars also stretched out in the parking lots 
with a larger than expected curbside voter turnout by 
voters to stay away from crowds and avoid any possi-
ble contact with the coronavirus.

The Moore County Board of Elections reported af-
ter the first day of early voting that 3,257 votes were 
approved in person at one of the four polling sites on 
Thursday. That number, added with the mail-in absen-
tee ballots, brings Moore County’s total votes approved 
as of Thursday to 10,396. That is almost a third of the 
total votes cast by mail and early voting in 2016.

At the four one-stop voting sites, the Moore 
Agricultural Center reported 1,041 votes cast, the 
Aberdeen Recreation Center had 875 votes, Cannon 
Park Community Center had 785 votes, and Vass Town 
Hall had 556 votes. 

The large crowds follow the trends that Board of 
Elections officials were preparing for.

“Historically the first two days are always busy,” said 

Director Glenda Clendenin. “It was hectic, but that’s 
the norm with so many people going out that first day 
to vote.”

Clendenin said she expects the crowds to calm down 
next week, but is unsure what to expect for weekend 
turnouts, especially with voting occurring on Sundays 
for the first time.

To keep poll workers safe, the N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services and the N.C. Department 
of Public Safety Division of Emergency Management 
have provided personal protective equipment to local 
election boards and locations. The NCDHHS advised 
in-person voters in a press release to wear a face mask 
and keep it on throughout the voting process, stay 6 
feet apart from others while at the polling location, and 
wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds 
before and after voting.

“Everyone should make their voting plan, and just 
like going to the grocery store, take your mask and 
wait apart from others. I’ll be voting in person during 
early voting,” said NCDHHS Secretary Dr. Mandy 
Cohen.

Voting places must have enough masks to provide 
one to anyone who does not have one, and if a voter 
has an exception for wearing a mask, election workers 
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The lines were long, rain and shine, on the first two days of early voting at the Pinehurst Community Center. 
Voters waited for nearly two hours to receive their ballots. Election officials stayed behind their plexiglass par-
titions while checking in voters. 

Hospital
A Leader
In Study

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

FirstHealth of the Carolinas received an unex-
pected shoutout recently from Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
the nation’s top infectious disease expert.

Fauci had joined a Zoom meeting called by 
the National Institutes of Health to congratulate 
FirstHealth on becoming the first provider to 
enroll a patient in a clinical trial for a promising 
new coronavirus treatment. Findings from the 

study will be used to determine 
the effectiveness of combining the 
antiviral drug remdesivir with a 
“highly concentrated solution of 
antibodies,” according to NIH.

Dr. Gretchen Arnoczy, an in-
fectious diseases physician with 
FirstHealth, said the treatment is 
similar to what President Donald 
Trump received after being di-
agnosed earlier this month with 

COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus.
“This is the same general idea, but the way that 

this antibody is produced is a little bit different 
from the one that President Trump got,” Arnoczy 
said in a phone interview. “It’s derived from a 
pool of antibodies from people who have donated 
plasma.”

Trump’s treatment included monoclonal anti-
bodies, synthetic stand-ins for the natural anti-
bodies generated by the human immune system. 
Clinical trials for a monoclonal antibody treat-
ment developed by drug company Eli Lilly were 
paused Tuesday because of safety concerns.

The treatment being investigated by Arnoczy 
will be administered to a patient at Moore 
Regional Hospital in Pinehurst before expanding 

see STUDY, page A5
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Brown, Hensley Face Off
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

Moore County residents will have distinct 
options when they go to the polls to choose a 
representative for the District 4 seat on the 
Moore County Board of Education: an incum-
bent driven by the experience of teachers 
and students, and a challenger who wants to 
take a business-oriented approach to running 
the school district.

Betty Wells Brown was first elected to the 
school board in 2016 after a 40-year career in 
education. She retired in 2015 from the School 
of Education at UNC Pembroke, where she 
taught reading education with a concentra-
tion in addressing learning disabilities.

Running against Brown is David Hensley, a 

retired Marine Corps officer who now owns 
several companies based in the Sandhills, in-
cluding Quantico Tactical in Hoke County. His 
two children attend Pinecrest High School.

District 4 includes Pinecrest, the new 
Southern Pines Elementary School, McDeeds 
Creek Elementary and Sandhills Farm Life 
Elementary. Both Brown and Hensley live in 
Southern Pines.

Betty Wells Brown
As a sitting board member for the last four 

years, Brown has helped lead the school dis-
trict through a pivotal bond referendum; 
getting construction underway on the three 

SCHOOL BOARD SEAT

Boles, Simon  
In Rematch

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

The State House District 52 race features a replay 
from 2018, with Republican incumbent Jamie Boles 
facing Democratic challenger Lowell Simon.

Boles is seeking a seventh term in the seat to 
represent House District 52, which covers most of 
Moore County. Boles, a funeral home owner who was 
first elected to the general assembly over a decade 
ago, defeated Simon, a former businessman and re-
tired educator, with 62 percent of the vote in 2018.

But Simon, by his own admission, was at the time 
a political newcomer with a low profile in the com-
munity. “People didn’t know who the hell I was,” he 
said.

Financial disclosure reports indicate that Simon 
has some money to get his name out going into this 
year’s election. His campaign had received about 
$41,200 in contributions as of July, with most of the 
money coming from individual donors. That’s more 
than double what his campaign reported in the sec-
ond quarter of the previous election cycle, which did 
not take place amid a global pandemic.

While Boles has received fewer contributions 
from individuals, his campaign has raised more 
money overall. His disclosure report for July shows 
$72,362 in contributions, more than half of which 
came from political action committees. 

Simon is the only Democratic challenger Boles has 
faced as an incumbent, though Boles has fended off 
fellow Republicans in the past three primary elec-
tions. He bested Bob Temme, former chief of the 
Southern Pines Police Department, with 60 percent 
of the vote in the most recent Republican primary 

Large Turnout for First 
Day of Early Voting
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