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WEATHER FORECAST
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Cloudy
Feels Like: 67°
Precip: 5%
Winds: NE at 
5mph
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Classified Ads B6-10 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-4

OPINION
Finally, Students

Set for a Return
The rare but welcome

compromise in Raleigh is

a major win for all of us.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Spirited Meetings?
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Blast from the Past
The Pinecrest Players present

a virtual production of

‘Schoolhouse Rock Live Jr.’

BUSINESS
Into the Woods
An innovative program at

LadyBug Farm brings young
learners in touch with nature.
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Thunderstorms
Feels Like: 76°
Precip: 65%
Winds: S at 
8mph
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52°

Mostly Cloudy
Feels Like: 53°
Precip: 25%
Winds: N at 
9mph
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Sunny
Feels Like: 52°
Precip: 5%
Winds: NE at 
10mph
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Moore
Is Tops
Again

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Moore County holds the top spot for “micropo-
litan” areas in North Carolina for the fourth con-
secutive year, according to the 2021 Economic 
Strength report published by Policom.

Instead of looking for boomtowns or the latest 
“hotspot,” Policom, a Florida-based consulting 
firm, measures 23 different economic factors that 
determine how an economy has behaved over an 
extended period of time.

Economic strength is evaluated on the basis of 
the area’s long-term tendency to grow in both size 
and quality. By definition, a micropolitan area has 
an urban center of at least 10,000 but fewer than 
50,000 people.

In the report issued in late January, data 
stretching from 2000 to 2019 (most current data 
available) placed the Pinehurst-Southern Pines 
micropolitan in the No. 1 slot for North Carolina 
and 53rd out of 543 micropolitan areas across the 
country. Statistical areas are “named” after the 
largest city or cities in the area, but it is generally 
accepted that Aberdeen is included in the study 
numerically, if not by name.

The second and third ranked micropolitans in 
North Carolina are Kill Devil Hills, located on the 
Outer Banks, and the mountain town of Boone, re-
spectively.

“We are an anomaly. The two key sectors that 
drive us are tourism and health care,” said Pat 
Corso, executive director of Partners in Progress, 
Moore County’s economic development arm. 
“When you look at our goods and services, we are 

see MICROPOLITAN, page A4

BEST ‘MICROPOLITAN’

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

The state has made $7.9 million in 
federal coronavirus relief available 
for Moore County Schools over the 
next two years.

That funding is part of the $1.6 
billion Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief package 
that North Carolina’s legislature al-
located last month from the federal 
government’s December stimulus 
to public schools statewide.

This money is separate from 
money the district — and other lo-
cal governments — are expected 

to get from the $1.9 trillion stimu-
lus package recently approved by 
Congress and signed into law by 
President Biden.

The Pilot is analyzing projected 
allocations for Moore County, its 
municipalities and the school dis-
trict, but early estimates show that 
new federal spending flowing into 
Moore County over the next sever-
al months could exceed tens of mil-
lions of dollars.

As for the state legislature’s re-
lief package, Moore County Schools 
administrators estimated the $7.9 
million allotment in the district’s 

proposed budget for the 2021-2022 
school year, along with about $8 
million in other federal funds.

The State Board of Education ap-
proved the individual allotments to 
individual school districts, which 
are based on the proportion of 
low-income students they serve, 
on March 5. The money is expect-
ed to be available by July 1, and 
the schools will have until Sept. 30, 
2023, to spend it. The State Board of 
Education has placed some limita-
tions on how local school districts 
can spend this round of funding.

District Budgeting Relief Aid, 
With More Likely to Come

Malta Looks to the Future 
For Moore County Airport

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Pilots are trained to leave 
nothing to chance. They main-
tain meticulous checklists, in-
spect their equipment careful-
ly, watch the weather and keep 
their eyes on the horizon.

With 40-plus years experi-
ence in aviation, Scott Malta 
has a pretty good notion of 
what’s coming this spring and 
summer: “There is a lot of 
pent-up travel demand. When 
that breaks loose, we see that 

as an upside.”
Malta had barely unpacked 

his bags last year when the 
pandemic hit. The newly hired 
manager of the Moore County 
Airport stepped into the job on 
March 9; a week later planes all 
but stopped flying.

“We are blessed because in 
some ways we are not in com-
petition with anyone,” Malta 
said. “If people want to play 
golf, they are flying here. If 

FLIGHT PLAN

see AIRPORT, page A4

COVID Vaccine 
Opening to ‘High 
Risk’ Patients

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

North Carolina expands coronavirus vaccina-
tion eligibility to “Group 4” today, opening the 
door for anyone 16-64 years old with one or more 
high-risk medical conditions to be vaccinated.

However, how quickly folks can get in line for 
an appointment depends on the area. Here in 
Moore County, there is still high demand for vac-
cines from those who were identified in earlier 
phases of prioritized groups.

The Moore County Health Department report-
ed 5,900 individuals have been administered the 
first dose of vaccine, as of March 11. FirstHealth 
of the Carolinas reports over 23,000 initial doses 
have been administered at its vaccine clinics in 
Hoke, Montgomery, Moore and Richmond coun-
ties.

Those currently eligible for a COVID-19 vac-
cine include health care workers, people 65 years 
and older, K-12 school employees, child care 
workers and front-line essential workers in crit-
ical manufacturing businesses, grocery stores, 
food and agriculture, government and communi-
ty services, and public safety and transportation.

Newly eligible individuals under the expanded 
criteria include inmates and people experiencing 
homelessness, in addition to people with one or 

see VACCINE page A4

GROUP 4 ELIGIBILITY

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

All over the county, children and adults and businesses prepare for today’s St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.

SHAM-ROCKING

see AID, page A4

MOORE COUNTY SCHOOLS

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Scotty Malta, manager at the Moore County 
Airport.


