
BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

With less than a month to 
go before Superintendent 
Bob Grimesey retires, Moore 
County Schools stands to change 
leadership twice in 2022.

Tim Locklair will spend at 
least half of this year as inter-
im superintendent after more 
than five years as Grimesey’s 
right-hand man at the district’s 
central office. 

He’s scheduled to be sworn in 
next week be-
fore taking over 
on Feb. 1.

Locklair be-
came Moore 
County Schools’ 
first, and so far 
only, chief offi-
cer for academ-
ics and student 

support services in 2016. The 
newly created position devel-
oped from an administrative re-
shuffling in the first few years 
of Grimesey’s tenure that con-
solidated four jobs into two.

Next to the superintendency 
itself, it’s arguably the weight-
iest position at the district’s 
central office: overseeing cur-
riculum, school improvement, 
technical education, technology 
and federally supported pro-
grams that include services for 
students with special needs.

So Locklair is no stranger to 
supervising a diversity of de-
partments — with their own 
rules, regulations and inner 
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BY JOHN A. NAGY
Editor

The new year is beginning much as 
2021 left off for Southern Pines — with 
builders lining up new projects for offi-
cials to review.

At least four such developments are 
scheduled for the Town Council to review 
this month. Those projects range from 
new townhomes near downtown to more 
medical offices off Morganton Road and 
an update of an already-approved project 

across from the town’s popular Reservoir 
Park.

Perhaps the largest project — and per-
haps the most talked about — is a car-
ry-over from last month. The council at 
its December meeting held a seven-hour 
public hearing concerning the proposed 
Patrick’s Pointe project. That plan in-
cludes a 276-unit apartment complex and 
office building development proposed for 
a parcel off U.S. 1.

Developer Logan Burnett of 1700 LLC, 

presented his vision for the 25.4-acre 
wooded property located on U.S. 1, five 
blocks from Broad Street. He said the 
town has a pressing need for more hous-
ing, especially for younger families.

“If you are a young professional, mili-
tary family, or retiree, it is difficult to find 
a place to live particularly within walking 
distance of downtown,” Burnett told the 
council. “We truly believe this is a project 
that adds significant value to the commu-
nity.”

But town residents who live near 
Burnett’s project told council members 
such a development would be on too grand 
a scale to fit in with surrounding neighbor-
hoods.

“Nowhere east of Highway 1 are there 
three-story structures of this size and den-
sity,” said David Sullivan, president of the 
Village in the Green homeowners associ-
ation, which abuts the rear property line. 

Developers Start ’22 By Lining Up Southern Pines Proposals

see PROPOSALS, page A6

NEW DEVELOPMENT

Omicron’s Spread: COVID Infections on Rise
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY

Staff Writer

Accelerated by the highly contagious 
Omicron variant, COVID-19 is spreading 
faster than ever in Moore County. 

Matt Garner, interim director of the 
Moore County Health Department, said 
his agency recorded a record daily aver-
age of 142 new infections for the seven 
days ending Monday — far surpassing 
the previous peak average of 94 cases 

on Jan. 8, 2021. Over 730 new cases have 
been tallied by the department since last 
Tuesday.

The positivity rate for coronavirus 
testing in Moore County stood at 20 per-
cent on Monday, up from 7.4 percent 
during the same time in December. More 
than 1,500 residents tested positive for 
COVID-19 from Dec. 3 to Jan. 3, a 52 per-
cent increase from the previous month.

In a recent interview with The Pilot, 

Garner urged residents to “not take 
(Omicron) lightly.” While the variant 
does not appear to be more dangerous 
than earlier strains, it has proven to be 
more resistant to vaccines.

Preliminary data from South Africa in-
dicates that booster shots can greatly im-
prove protection against the fast-spread-
ing variant. 

see INFECTIONS, page A6

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

John Williams Stadium is some-
thing like a second home for Jeff 
Hewitt.

But when Pinecrest’s head baseball 
coach and athletic director sat in the 
deserted baseball stadium on the last 
Sunday evening of winter break, it 
wasn’t the conference championships 
and batting practices staged there 
that came to mind.

Nor was the legion of athletes sent 
on to play at the collegiate and profes-
sional levels over 22 years. As Hewitt 
looked around the fully lit field, all he 
could see was the man who stood by 
his side through it all and helped him 
build every step of the way.

Roger Woolard came from his east-
ern North Carolina hometown of Bath 
to become Hewitt’s assistant coach at 
Pinecrest in 1999.

“Any head coach will tell you that 

they’re looking for loyal assistant 
coaches. That was Roger Woolard to 
a T,” said Hewitt. “Anything that was 
good for Pinecrest High School, any-
thing that was good for our baseball 
program, Roger did it.”

Sometimes that included literal 
building, like the time that Woolard 
and Hewitt tore down the old back-
stop behind home plate and built a 

Colleagues, Players Remember Roger Woolard

see WOOLARD, page A4

A QUIET CHAMPION OF PINECREST BASEBALL

Roger Woolard 
standing just 
behind head 
baseball coach 
Jeff Hewitt. 
Both came to 
Pinecrest in 
1999.
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Hundreds of people rang in the new 
year in downtown Southern Pines on 
Friday as part of the Southern Pines 
Business Association’s annual First 
Eve celebration. The family event 
included train and carriage rides, 
live music and a pine cone drop at 
8 p.m.

Dropping 

Into 2022


