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WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Thunderstorms
Feels Like: 74°
Precip: 60%
Winds: SSW at 
7mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B5-12 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7, 11 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-4

OPINION
Airport Business

Poised to Soar
Despite the pandemic,

economic activity and growth

are booming at “SOP.”

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Unsourced Facts
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Across the Cultures
How Carol Pierce embraces

the culinary traditions of

both Easter and Passover.

BUSINESS
Not for Members Only
With its new co-working space,

the Chamber of Commerce

reinvests in the community.

75°
45°

Sunny
Feels Like: 52°
Precip: 15%
Winds: NNW at 
15mph

54°
29°

Sunny
Feels Like: 52°
Precip: 0%
Winds: NW at 
8mph

50°
28°

Sunny
Feels Like: 66°
Precip: 0%
Winds: NW at 
5mph

60°
38°

School
Refines
Budget

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Members of the Moore County Board of 
Education suggested few amendments in their 
penultimate review of the school district’s pro-
posed 2021-2022 budget on Monday. So when the 
school board takes a vote on April 12, it will be 
considering a budget that’s largely unchanged 
from what Superintendent Bob Grimesey initially 
proposed in early March.

That budget totals $141 million, including a pro-
jected $83 million in state funds and $15.7 mil-
lion from the federal government — about half 
of which is for COVID-19 relief. But the school 
board has the most negotiating power when it 
comes to the district’s allocation from the county 
commissioners.

The proposed budget for the upcoming year in-
cludes a $32.5 million local request, which is $2.1 
million more than Moore County Schools got from 
the county for the current year. If the commis-
sioners ultimately fulfill that request, the addi-
tional money would help pay for expenses associ-
ated with projected enrollment growth next year 
and a new support staff pay scale that the school 
board has deferred for several years for lack of 
available funds.

Board members concurred on the proposed 
budget’s fundamentals during their discussion on 
Monday, and responded to some of the concerns 
raised during a public hearing on the budget ear-
lier this month. The school board received input 
from eight parents and school supporters during 
that hearing.

All of those who commented supported the 
$2.1 million ask, though some suggested that the 
school board should request an even greater sum 

see BUDGET, page A3

‘NEW IDEAS’

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Volunteers have picked up more 
than 70 bags of litter along Moore 
County roadsides since Jan. 1, but 
fixing the problem at its root is the 
real goal for Keep Moore County 
Beautiful.

“Littering is a behavior,” said 
Karen Kaplan, the organization’s 
co-chair.

Last year, KMCB was in danger 
of folding due to board member 
attrition and a steady decrease 
in volunteer interest. Following a 
brief hiatus in mid-2020, an organi-
zational meeting was held, and the 
group has made steady gains since. 
Kaplan said the organization has 
grown to an 18-strong volunteer 
board. More hands-on people who 
are equally “passionate about fixing 

Moore County’s litter problem” are 
welcome to join.

“Our members are spread out 
all over the county. One of our big-
gest efforts, led by co-chair Tracy 
Cicattelli, is encouraging roadside 
cleanups,” said Kaplan.

Curtis Richie, a resident of 
Whispering Pines, is one of the 
group’s newer volunteers. He has 

Beautification Group Renews 
Efforts Across Moore County

Pat Corso Honored With 
Order of the Long Leaf Pine

STAFF REPORT

Pat Corso, one of the most prominent leaders in Moore 
County’s business community for almost 40 years, was 
awarded the state’s most prestigious honor Tuesday.

Corso was presented with the Order of the Long Leaf Pine, 
conferred by the governor of North Carolina, on Tuesday af-
ternoon. The honor recognized his service and accomplish-
ments to the state and the Sandhills for the last 35 years. 

The surprise award presentation followed the annual Moore 
County Economic Development Partners in Progress golf 
tournament and was presented by Christopher Chung, CEO 
of Economic Partnership of North Carolina. He appeared on 
behalf of Gov. Roy Cooper.

Corso arrived in Pinehurst in 1986 and served as the gener-
al manager of the Holly Inn. For 17 years, he guided the re-

PRESTIGIOUS HONOR

see CORSO, page A4

Little River Resort

Property Sold For

New Development
BY JAYMIE BAXLEY 

Staff Writer

Apex businessman Blaine East and his asso-
ciates have purchased Little River Resort in 
Carthage for $13.9 million, clearing the way for 
new development on the 585-acre property. 

East has been involved in several commercial 
projects in Moore County over the years, includ-
ing the Southern Pines shopping center anchored 
by Kohl’s on Brucewood Road. His company also 
had been involved about seven years ago in a pro-
posal to create an upscale mixed-use development 
in Pinehurst, but that project never materialized.

Tom Robinson, manager of Carthage, said the 
town is waiting to meet with East and his partners 
to “talk about their next steps.”

“It remains to be seen what will transpire out 
there,” Robinson said. “They’ve got some things 
they want to do that are not included in the ex-
isting plan for the development. If they want to 
make modifications to the original plan, they’ve 
got to come back in and re-submit that to the 
board of commissioners.” 

The most dramatic addition is a proposed $300 
million medical complex that would employ more 
than 3,300 people. During last month’s meeting of 
the Carthage Board of Commissioners, East said 
the complex would be associated with Dr. Charles 

see DEVELOPMENT, page A6

NEXT STEPS

see RENEWS, page A4

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Scenes from Crain’s Creek Middle School, New Century Middle School and Union Pines High School on 
Monday morning, as students, teachers and staff adapt to new policies and procedures during the pandemic.

BACK TO SCHOOL

LITTER SWEEP

INSIDE: THE INAUGURAL CLASS OF THE PILOT’S 20 UNDER 40 

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Pat Corso was presented with the Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine at Pinehurst on Tuesday after-
noon. 


