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OPINION
A Warped Speed

Of Shot Delivery
At some point doses will

increase, but we need to

plan for better accessibility.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Lots to Think About
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
One Man’s Trash
Woods Road residents bid a

fond farewell as Gerald Brown

retires from his pickup route.

SPORTS 
Coaching Change
The former North Moore girls 

basketball coach faces a new 

challenge – coaching the boys.
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Sunny
Feels Like: 56°
Precip: 0%
Winds: ESE at 5 mph
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39°

TUESDAY

Rain
Feels Like: 57°
Precip: 75%
Winds: SSE at 5 mph

55°
36°

New Video Scoreboard Lights It Up
BY JONATHAN BYM

Staff Writer

Towering over the playing surface at John W. 
Williams Athletic Complex at Pinecrest High School, 
the new Jumbotron scoreboard is hard to miss.

Standing more than 40-feet tall with a nearly 20-foot-
wide LED screen and an updated sound system, the be-
hemoth of a scoreboard cost approximately $300,000. 
The purchase and installation was funded through 
private donations by the Football Booster Club donor 
organization. No public dollars were used; more than 
2,400 donors covered the cost of the new scoreboard.

“We have been very fortunate that this entire proj-
ect has been made possible by very generous local 
donors,” Pinecrest athletic director Jeff Hewitt said. 
“During this time of COVID, this is a great asset to our 
campus and community, as it will serve not only our 
athletes but all our student body through graduation 
yearly.”

While the new scoreboard is expected to liven up the 
game atmosphere, it could also light up some addition-
al fundraising. When the donation was presented to the 
Board of Education, it was projected that additional 
corporate sponsorships could nearly double to an esti-
mated $40,000 a year.

Through this extra funding, the school’s athletic 
department is looking to fund upgrades to the John 
Williams Athletic Complex in the future.

Through the first few games of soccer and lacrosse 
season, advertisers have been posted on the screen 
during the game, and video advertisements have been 

played during breaks in the action.
“During our first week, the Jumbotron has made our 

atmosphere at men’s and women’s lacrosse and soc-
cer games electric with the ability to add to a great 
home field advantage,” Hewitt said. “We look forward 
to packed stands in the future where the Jumbotron 

see SCOREBOARD, page A4

All Virtual
Academy
Weighed

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

School board members are asking for more 
details before they vote on whether or not to 
designate Moore County Schools’ new virtual 
academy as an independent school for the up-
coming year. 

District staff were evaluating demand for 
a fully virtual school and exploring the offer-
ings of other districts in 2018 and 2019, before 
anyone had heard of COVID-19. Their nascent 
planning was put to trial by fire last spring, 
when schools abruptly closed to students as 
the pandemic spread.

“The pandemic and the shutdown acceler-
ated all of our planning and all of our logis-
tics greatly,” Steve Johnson, Moore County 
Schools assistant director for technology, told 
the board Monday. “It added fuel to the fire, 
moving virtual on a dime like that.”

But after a year of refinement and getting 
teachers up to speed, school staff are propos-
ing to convert the Connect Virtual Academy 
into a permanent institution serving students 
from kindergarten through high school.

“Families in the community are asking for 
the option, and it’s an awesome choice for 
highly motivated students who can learn inde-
pendently and desire flexible scheduling,” said 
Mike Metcalf, the district’s executive officer 
for academics and student support services. 
“We believe it would be a competitive option 
for home school families and may positively 
impact our student enrollment numbers.”

MOORE COUNTY SCHOOLS

Airport Festival On the Move — Again
BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

The Festival D’Avion, an annual celebration of free-
dom and flight held at the Moore County Airport, has 
been postponed a third time due to continued pandem-
ic restrictions.

Organizers announced Thursday that the event, 
scheduled for April 9-10, has been rescheduled to Oct. 
29-30.

“We are very disappointed to have to move our dates 
for a third time for the Festival D’Avion but are do-
ing so with guidance from the local and state health 
officials, and from the Pentagon, which controls the 
approval and participation for the military services in-
volved with our event,” said Peter Stilwell, co-founder 
of the Festival D’Avion. “We are optimistic that out-
door events and festivals will return again in the late 
summer allowing our festival to continue. The contin-
ued safety for our patrons, sponsors and volunteers 
continues to be a priority.”

The Moore County Airport Authority was notified in 
January about the postponement and has approved the 
new dates for late October.

“The Moore County Airport will continue to support 
the Festival D’Avion as a premier event for our facil-

CHANGING DATES

see FESTIVAL, page A4
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A tow truck pushes back — and off the tracks — a tractor trailer hauling sod that had gotten stuck trying to 
cross the train track Thursday at Massachusetts Avenue. A freight train idles in the distance.

DIESEL IN DISTRESS
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The new video scoreboard at Pinecrest’s John W. 
Williams Athletic Complex flashes the Pinecrest la-
crosse team’s logo during a home contest earlier this 
season. The scoreboard was funded through private 
donations. 

Board Briefed 
On Progress 
In Aberdeen

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Moore County Schools is taking a multilat-
eral approach to helping students at three of 
its chronically low-performing schools un-
der relaxed guidelines permitted by North 
Carolina’s “Restart” school reform model. The 
district applied to the state last spring to run 
the Aberdeen and Robbins elementary schools, 
and Southern Middle, as “Restart” schools and 
received approval in June. 

The state’s Department of Public Instruction 
has defined all three schools as low-perform-
ing based on the proportion of students who 
test at grade level on end-of-year tests. Student 
growth over the year is factored in as well, to a 
far lesser extent.

State End-of-Grade tests were last ad-
ministered in 2019. That year, 39 percent of 
Aberdeen Elementary students tested at grade 
level in reading, and 30 percent tested at grade 
level in math. The Moore County Board of 
Education learned on Monday how the school 
plans to change that over the next five years.

How the Restart Model Works
The Restart model exempts low-performing 

schools from many of the state’s guidelines for 
traditional public schools: allowing individual 
schools the ability to adopt their own calendar, 
set class sizes outside of state-mandated max-
imums for grades K-3, and more flexibly bud-
get teacher funding in the same way charter 

SCHOOL ‘RESTART’

JUMBO ATTRACTION
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Crowds lined up at the 2019 Festival D’Avion at the 
Moore County Airport. 

see VIRTUAL, page A6

see PROGRESS, page A14


