
BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

There are over 100 active nonprofit 
organizations in Moore County. It’s a 
good bet that each and every one has 
Faye Dasen on speed dial.

For 28 years, Dasen has worked qui-
etly behind the scenes making sure the 
minutiae of local life was shared with 
The Pilot’s readers in a timely fashion. 
From special events and celebrations, to 
book reviews and club news, to obituar-
ies, Dasen has been the go-to person in 
the newsroom.

“She is the epitome of the word ‘com-
munity’ when you think of a community 
newspaper,” said Chris Dunn, executive 
director of the Arts Council of Moore 

County. “She is so easy to work with. She 
knew if a community event was planned 
how important it was and tried to do 
whatever she could to make sure the 
information was shared with the com-
munity. She is just an amazing person.”

Pilot Publisher David Woronoff also 
describes Dasen as the prototypical 
community journalist.

“When I got here, she was really great 
about telling me who I needed to meet 
and helping me to get acclimated to 
the community as well as the newspa-
per. I had just turned 31 years old and 
I didn’t know how much I didn’t know,” 
Woronoff said. 
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OPINION
Tripped Up By

Social Media 
We’re all for the right to
free speech. But enough
with embarrassing antics.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
A Giving Spirit
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Holiday Classic Returns
Uprising Theatre presents
‘Dickens and His Christmas
Carol’ at The Village Chapel.

SPORTS
O’Neal’s Youth Movement
Ashanti Fox and Latrell Allmond 
are playing with athleticism, skill 
beyond their years. 
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MONDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 61°
Precip: 0%
Winds: SSE at 4 mph
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TUESDAY

Sunny and Nice
Feels Like: 65°
Precip: 4%
Winds: N at 4 mph

62°
30°

Board 
Debates 
Changes

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Opinions among members 
of the Moore County Board of 
Education clashed this week over 
a proposal to add two early re-
lease days to the spring semester 
calendar.

The measure would result in 
the loss of approximately six 

hours of class 
time if the 
board ap-
proves it on 
Monday. But 
not all board 
m e m b e r s 
agree that 

the benefit to teachers, who have 
clamored for relief in a year that 
school officials now concede they 
overscheduled, outweighs the 
lost opportunities for learning.

More than 20 public school dis-
tricts in North Carolina adjust-
ed their calendars to offer staff 
“wellness” or “mental health” 
days back in November. Moore 
County Schools is considering 
similar accommodations with the 
addition of early release days on 
Feb. 18, a Friday, and Wednesday, 
March 16. 

Those days are currently sched-
uled as full school days.  

The proposed calendar changes 
also involve scheduling Feb. 21 as 
an optional teacher workday in-
stead of a required one.

“We are obliged to acknowl-
edge that we probably would not 
have conducted this review had 
it not been for all of the attention 
that had been raised in neigh-
boring school districts,” said 
Superintendent Bob Grimesey.

“But once that was raised, and 
we met with the teacher advisory 
council, it was clear that this is on 
people’s minds.”

But board member David 
Hensley framed the plan as an 
attack on working families, who 
may have to find child care on 
those two afternoons, and on 
struggling students. 

COUNTY SCHOOLS’ 

SPRING CALENDAR

PAGE A5: 
Board endorses 
search process 
for new schools
superintendent

see CALENDAR, page A5

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

A five-year financial forecast for 
Pinehurst includes more than $20 
million worth of long-term capital 
needs.

The forecast was presented to 
members of the Village Council 
on Thursday as part of a two-day 
strategic planning retreat. The 
most expensive need on the hori-
zon is a road resurfacing project 
that will cost an estimated $5.6 
million over a span of four years.

A proposed expansion of Given 
Memorial Library, which the vil-
lage agreed to take ownership of 
earlier this year, is expected to 
cost about $4.6 million, making it 
the second most expensive item 
in the forecast. Other big expendi-
tures in the plan include:

n $3.3 million for a proposed 
parking facility;

n $1.7 million for a new firetruck 
with a ladder;

n  $1.6 million for walkways and 
sidewalks;

n $1.5 million for stormwater 
improvement; and 

n $1 million for the initial devel-
opment of West Pinehurst Park.

Council Eyes

Spending for

Village Needs

see PLAN, page A12

PINEHURST

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Outgoing Health Director Robert Wittmann 
was recognized this past week by both the 
Moore County Board of Commissioners and 
the local board of health.

Wittmann, who plans to retire at the end of 
the month, has overseen the Moore County 
Health Department since 1985. He is the lon-
gest-serving director in the department’s 93-
year history.

Boards Honor Robert Wittmann

see DASEN, page A6

see WITTMANN, page A13

HEALTH DIRECTOR RECOGNIZED

‘EPITOME OF COMMUNITY’

Pilot Features Editor Faye Dasen Retires

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

WALKING IN A WEYMOUTH WONDERLAND

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot 

Top, Lili Whitaker, 15, poses with siblings Eleanor and Nato 
on one of the many photo props on the grounds of the 
Weymouth Center in Southern Pines during its “Miracles at 
Weymouth” festival. Left, Cindy Torppa serves up hot choc-
olate; above, a boy signs his name on a letter to Santa. 

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON THEPILOT.COM


