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OPINION
School Board Is

Stuck in Reruns
The need for crisis management 

has resulted in the neglect of all 

22 of our public schools.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Let’s Get Better Service
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
‘Shall We Gather’
Local favorite Lucas Meacham 

celebrates first solo album with 
a recital at SCC.

SPORTS 
Flagged Down
Penalties, Lee County 

Yellow Jackets too much

for Union Pines Vikings

87°
69°

MONDAY

Cloudy and Humid
Feels Like: 89°
Precip: 40%
Winds: E at 7 mph

85°
66°

TUESDAY

Showers
Feels Like: 83°
Precip: 54%
Winds: E at 6 mph

81°
68°

INSIDE: SEE HOW 19,400 RESIDENTS VOTED IN THE 2021 BEST OF THE PINES CONTEST

Village 
Gets its
Library

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Though it is Moore County’s 
largest municipality, Pinehurst 
has never formed a public li-
brary. That’s set to change over 
the next six months with the 
village’s formal agreement to 
take over ownership of Given 
Memorial Library and Tufts 
Archives in April.

That contract effectively com-
mits the village to investing in 
the library’s current building on 
the Village Green in exchange 
for financial and fundraising sup-
port from the Given Tufts board.

This transition has been years 
in the making as the Given 
Library has struggled to fulfill 
the needs of a growing commu-
nity that’s trending younger than 
it was when the library started in 
1964.

The Pinehurst Village Council 
has spent the last two years study-
ing that demand and getting a 
clearer picture of what village 
residents want in a library. This 
past March, both boards agreed on 
the general terms of a handover.

The Village Council approved 
the resulting contract on Tuesday, 
and it was subsequently signed by 
Mayor John Strickland and Given 
Tufts board Chair Stuart Mills.

“I don’t know how we would 
ever have the reasonable pros-
pect of significantly expanding 
library services and archive ser-
vices if we don’t do something 
like this,” Mills said, noting that 
the Given Tufts board also ap-
proved the contract by a unani-
mous vote.

“While everyone has their own 
ideas about what exactly should 
happen with the library and lo-
cation and things like that, there 
was no dissent on the board of 
the Given Tufts organization that 
this is a huge step forward for all 
of us. It truly is a public-private 
partnership.”

The Given Memorial Library’s 
facilities and 17,000-title collec-
tion will be owned and managed 
by the village once the transfer 
is complete. 

Long-awaited Step
The Given organization has 

also agreed to spearhead a capi-
tal fundraising campaign to sup-
port the library’s expansion.

IN PINEHURST

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

The Southern Pines Town 
Council unanimously approved 
the conceptual plan for a near-
ly 100-acre project that will 
span between U.S. 15-501 and 
Morganton Road.

As approved Tuesday eve-
ning, plans call for up to 700,000 
square feet of commercial space, 
including offices and stores, 
and up to 650 residential units. 
Construction would occur over 

several years; the plan calls for 
nine phases of development.

A second aspect of the project 
— getting the town to ok a first-
phase shopping center anchored 
by a Target — was delayed 
temporarily. John Silverman 
of Midland Atlantic Properties 
asked for the delay to review 
some new traffic issues with en-
gineers.

The state Department of 
Transportation recently asked 
that the Morganton Road inter-

section at South Henley Street 
be modified with a restricted 
right-in/right-out movement. 
Silverman said that informa-
tion is based on a potential new 
connection with South Stephens 
Street and Morganton Road. That 
would align directly with a pro-
posed new four-lane roadway.

Currently, the intersection of 
South Henley Street Morganton 
Road allows left and right turns. 

A YMCA, TOO?

Town OKs 100-Acre Mixed-Use Project
INSIDE: 

Proposed 
‘Village Walk’ 
development in 
Southern Pines 
draws concern 
from neighbors
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BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

After a move across town 
to the former Southern Pines 
Elementary campus, the school 
known as Moore Montessori 
Community School is settling 
into a fuller embrace of the 
third word in its name. 

School founder and Head of 
School Katherine Rucker and 
her staff built a community of 
families and teachers right off 
the mark when they first wel-
comed students in the fall of 
2018. Micro-communities of 

learning soon formed in each 
classroom, with each student 
following individual paths of 
discovery in the Montessori 
style of cooperation and collab-
oration with their classmates.

Now, among May Street 
churches and the stately homes 
of Weymouth Heights, Moore 
Montessori — the newest public 
charter school in the county —  
is growing into a physical sense 
of community as well.

ROOM TO GROW

Moore Montessori 
Settles Into ‘New’ 
Downtown Space

see MONTESSORI, page A13 see LIBRARY, page A13

Moore 
Montessori 

is now 
operating in 

a historic 
campus, the 

former home of 
Southern Pines 

Elementary 
School.
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BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Many businesses give back. Big and 
small alike, they may sponsor youth 
sports teams or give a percentage of 
monthly profits to an organization. For 
local businessman Keith Moneymaker, 
the opportunity to help those less fortu-
nate has been transformational.

Five years ago, the second-generation 
owner of Sweet Dreams Mattresses & 
More and his wife, Darla, were shocked 

by the devastation of Hurricane 
Matthew in 2016. They loaded up a 
truck and donated mattresses to hard 
hit families in the Lumberton area.

That act began more and, with assis-
tance from his mentor, Mike Erwin of 
Team RWB, Moneymaker created the 
nonprofit Dreams 4 All Foundation. To 
date, it has assisted more than 2,200 
families and organizations, including 
local fire stations, Habitat for Humanity 
of the N.C. Sandhills, Tambra Place, 

Bethany House and Friend to Friend, 
among others.

“We have seen so much growth in our 
business. I’ve found the more I give, 
the more mattresses I sell. What you 
give comes back tenfold. It is a beau-
tiful, well-balanced business chari-
ty model,” Moneymaker said, noting 
that all donations to Dreams 4 All are 
passed through to the nonprofit. 

Dreams 4 All Foundation Expanding its Reach

see FOUNDATION, page A14

Keith 
Moneymaker 
founded the 

Dreams 4 All 
Foundation 

after Hurricane 
Matthew.
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