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Sunny
Feels Like: 84°
Precip: 25%
Winds: SSW at 
9mph
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OPINION
Freedom to Petition

Except in Pinehurst?
Elected boards must listen

to their constituents, or

risk appearing indifferent.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Following the Money
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
A One-Woman Show
She may be only 20, but

Stephanie Slack is already

an accomplished artist.

BUSINESS
The Comfort of Home
Amid COVID concerns,

home birth is becoming

a new option for women.

83°
60°

Sunny
Feels Like: 74°
Precip: 25%
Winds: WNW at 
7mph

72°
42°

Sunny
Feels Like: 76°
Precip: 5%
Winds: WNW at 
6mph

72°
47°

Cloudy
Feels Like: 70°
Precip: 25%
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SP Police
Requests
New Tech

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Southern Pines may equip its police officers 
with body-worn cameras if town leaders approve 
the recommended $200,000 investment. Town 
Manager Reagan Parsons presented the proposed 
expenditure during a daylong budget session held 
last week. 

The total cost would be carried over a five-
year rollout with an annual anticipated outlay of 
$40,000. That is a bargain compared to four or five 
years ago, when the town initially looked to add 
the technology. At that time, pricing for a similar 
program ran closer to $1 million. 

Parsons commended the town’s former police 
chief, Bob Temme, for taking a “wait and see ap-
proach.” He said that allowed time for the tech-
nology to improve, costs to decrease and, overall, 
for best use practices to be developed.

“Clearly with what is going on in the world, now 
is the time to get into this,” Parsons said. “We are 
in a far better place to get into this.”

“It is time,” agreed Southern Pines Police Chief 
Nick Polidori.

Under state law, body camera and police dash 
camera video is not considered a public record. 
The release of footage is up to the police chief 
or sheriff, or can be ordered by a Superior Court 
judge.

Polidori said department staff tested several 
body-worn camera models this past year, and one 
system was a standout winner. He is finalizing 
pricing and doesn’t want to name the vendor until 
town leaders have approved the cost as part of the 
fiscal year 2021-2022 budget planning process.

Also in recent months, Southern Pines hired a 
civilian IT/equipment technician to provide sup-
port to the Police Department’s non-network tech-

see TECH, page A5

BODY CAMS

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

A humble hero, Arnold Raymond 
“Ray” Lambert died Friday at his 
home in Moore County, surround-
ed by his family. The former Army 
medic and D-Day survivor who 
earned two Silver Stars for valor in 
combat was 100.

Although details are still being 
worked out, Lambert is expected 
to be buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery with full military hon-
ors. A memorial service will also 
be held at Omaha Beach, likely in 
2022 due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.

His longtime friend and neighbor, 
Dr. Darrell Simpkins, said Lambert 
was alert, taking calls and seeing 
visitors until the day before his 
death.

“It is amazing, the influence he 
had. We have gotten calls from 
around the world since Ray passed. 

He was a true hero and just a model 
citizen,” Simpkins said.

Born in Alabama in 1920, Lambert 
enlisted in the Army at the age of 
19. By the time the Allied Invasion 
began, he was a 24-year old staff 
sergeant, “an old man,” as he de-
scribed himself, battle-hardened 
from having already fought in 
North Africa and Sicily. He had also 
trained all of the medics under his 

command in the 2nd Battalion med-
ical section of the 16th Infantry, 1st 
Division — the Big Red One.

Completely exposed to enemy 
gunfire on Omaha Beach, he en-
couraged his men to get the wound-
ed behind the only shelter available: 
a mound of discarded concrete at 
water’s edge. It later would become 
known as “Ray’s Rock.”

Lambert was shot and pierced by 
shrapnel while he cared for his fel-
low soldiers. Returning repeatedly 
to the water to save drowning men, 
on his final trip he was struck by 
the ramp of a landing craft, an inju-
ry that broke his back. He eventual-
ly lost consciousness from pain and 
the loss of blood. 

He and his brother, also an Army 
medic and injured in the onslaught, 
were put on the same boat and 
taken to the same field hospital in 
England to recover.

Ray Lambert, Long a Hero, Dies at 100

Abuse Reports Decline, but 
Workers Fear a Rebound

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY 
Staff Writer

Reports of child abuse fell by 
about 6 percent last year in Moore 
County, leaving local social work-
ers waiting for the other shoe to 
drop.

Moore County’s Department of 
Social Services received 1,268 
abuse reports in 2020, down from 
1,351 in 2019. Tammy Schrenker, 
director of the department, said 
the continuing easement of corona-
virus restrictions is likely to bring 
a “surge”of new cases in the weeks 

ahead.
“We have some concerns that 

child abuse and neglect increased 
during the pandemic, and we hav-
en’t fully seen what that’s going to 
look like yet,” Schrenker said. “We 
anticipate that as people get out 
more and children return to what 
we consider a more normal life-
style, our cases are really going to 
rise because parents don’t call and 
report themselves.” 

The reports, she said, often come 
from non-family members who 
work in schools and child care 

settings. When these places were 
shuttered to curb the spread of 
the virus, it became more difficult 
to detect signs of maltreatment at 
home.

“This has been a very stressful 
time for everybody,” Schrenker 
said. “Some of our families are 
under financial stress because 
their jobs may have been affect-
ed. People haven’t been able to go 
many places, so they’ve had no out-
lets for activities. They have been 
in close quarters for longer periods 

SOCIAL SERVICES

see REBOUND, page A6

Funds Cover 
Enrollment, 
Staff Raises

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

School board members found consensus and a 
compromise of sorts on Monday night in adopt-

ing a Moore County 
Schools budget for the 
coming year.

The $32.5 million 
local budget that the 
Board of Education 
approved is designed 
to cover the costs as-
sociated with project-
ed enrollment growth 
in the district and in 
charter schools, as 
well as $1.1 million to 

fund a new salary scale for supporting staff the 
school board has tried for several years to imple-
ment.

Next week that local request will go to the Moore 
County Board of Commissioners, who have the fi-
nal vote on whether or not it’s funded. The local 
ask is part of a larger $141 million budget includ-
ing funding from state and federal sources.

see FUNDS, page A6

MCS BUDGET

see LAMBERT, page A3
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Ray Lambert accepts a plaque during an awards ceremony in September 2018 at Lake Auman.

‘GOOD SOLDIER 
AND A GOOD PERSON’

THE PILOT FILE PHOTO

The school board’s 
newly adopted bud-
get sets the tone for 
another discussion 
with the county com-
missioners about how 
the schools will be 
funded in the coming 
years. 


