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WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sunny
Feels Like: 96°
Precip: 25%
Winds: SW at 
6mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B9-16 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-8

OPINION
Fistful of Birdies

For Good Efforts
A recap of some of the

people and groups making

an impact on our communities.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Helping Hand
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Her Favorite Things
When downsizing from

house to cottage, Jane

Clark kept it upscale.

BUSINESS
‘Barcade’ on Broad
A family-friendly, retro rec

room/bar is on the horizon

at the former Bo’s location.
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School

Policies

Debated

CRT AT FOREFRONT

BY MARY KATE MURPHY
Staff Writer

Whether in teaching American 
history or in shaping its own campus 
culture, the Moore County Board of 
Education is narrowing constraints 
on how teachers and schools handle 
issues of race.

The national political furor over 
critical race theory seeped into 
much of the Moore County Board of 
Education’s more than 12 hours of 
meetings on Monday — even when 
it came to items as routine as re-
viewing an overview of the district’s 
mental health programs and renew-
ing a contract for online surveys.

Most board members maintain 
that Moore County Schools teachers 
are neither embracing nor structur-
ing lessons based on the controver-
sial legal and academic movement. 
But the board’s newest members 
use the term “critical race theory” 
as a catch-all for things like diversi-
ty training and equity and inclusion 
programs, which have come into 
vogue as schools work to close ac-
ademic achievement gaps between 
white and minority students.

This spring, the board narrow-
ly voted down a policy banning the 

‘A GREAT COMMUNITY’

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Is Target coming to Southern Pines? The retailer’s name and 
logo are prominently included in a massive development propos-
al submitted to the town late Monday.

Midland Atlantic Properties, a national developer specializing 
in large mixed-use projects, is proposing a conceptual develop-
ment plan that encompasses a nearly 100-acre site stretching be-
tween U.S. 15-501, near Partner Circle, to Morganton Road.

A more detailed preliminary development plan, submitted 
concurrently, outlines a proposed 200,000-square-foot shopping 
center and multi-family residential complex located on vacant 
land behind Chick-fil-A. Those plans included a rendering of a 
proposed “monument sign” that would be constructed on U.S. 15-
501, at the entrance road access. Target is listed as the primary 
anchor.

John Silverman, managing partner and co-founder of Midland 
Atlantic Properties, would not confirm any specific potential 
tenants by name. However, his Ohio-based company has devel-
oped more than 50 shopping centers across the country, notably 
Southpoint, an award-winning 320-acre project in Durham that 
includes the Streets@Southpoint Mall, the Renaissance Center @ 
Southpoint, and the Southpoint Plaza Target center.

“Frankly, we’ve been looking at the Southern Pines market for 
a number of years,” Silverman told The Pilot during a brief phone 
interview Tuesday. “The community has continued to grow and 
have community-wide enhancements that made it attractive for 
retailers and development growth. You have a great community, 
and we want to be part of that.

“One of our signature projects is Southpoint in Durham. If we 
are fortunate enough to have our plans approved by the town, 

Developer Submits Major 
Plan for Southern Pines

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Maricruz Guerrero remembers 
watching her mother, a Texas police of-
ficer, get ready for work. 

“It was very exciting to see her go out 
and see what she did. I decided that I 
wanted to try and make a difference, 
to actually be part of positive change,” 
she said.

So Guerrero decided to switch ca-
reers. Instead of continuing on as a 
title clerk, she enrolled in the Basic 
Law Enforcement Training program 
at Robeson Community College. Today, 
she wears a Southern Pines Police 

Department badge.
Guerrero is one of two officers the 

department has recently sworn in as it 
steps up recruiting and looks to diver-
sify its ranks.

Consider Cortrell Woodard. When he 
was young, he would hear the sirens 
from emergency vehicles and want to 
follow them. While his first career was 
in education as an elementary school 
teacher, he still felt a calling to “step 
out” of the ordinary.

“If you want to talk about change, 
about being a part of the process, about 

SOUTHERN PINES POLICE

New Hires Emphasize Positive Impact

see POSITIVE, page A4

see DEBATED, page A6

SIGN RENDERING COURTESY OF KOONTZ JONES DESIGN/MIDLAND ATLANTIC PROPERTIES

The preliminary development plan includes a rendering of a proposed “monument sign,” where Target is listed as the 
primary anchor out of two, as well as four other tenant spots.

see PLAN, page A4

BY MARY MOORE
Staff Writer

Moore County Sheriff’s investiga-
tors are continuing poring through 
hundreds of leads and evidence as 
they search for a suspect in con-
nection with the death of an elderly 
Aberdeen couple

Sheriff’s deputies discovered the 
bodies of David Pail (DP) and Mary 
Lou Black Friday evening when an 
employee called authorities and 
asked for someone to check on the 
couple. When a deputy arrived at the 
Roseland Road home, he found the 
bodies of DP Black, 91, on the porch, 
and Mary Lou Black, 86, inside the 
home.

Authorities have released few de-
tails about what they have termed a 
double homicide, including how the 

Police Are Still  
Seeking Suspect 
In Double Slaying

see SUSPECT, page A11

‘SUCH WONDERFUL 

PEOPLE’

LAURA DOUGLASS/The Pilot

SPPD Chief Nick Polidori with offi-
cers Maricruz Guerrero and Cortrell 
Woodard

MARY MOORE/The Pilot

A memorial outside the home

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

The existing Patriot Boulevard entrance


